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\gainit all Ton of Hzazr that 
CHRIEST's Diſciples are ſubje& to, 
under all Kinds of Afflictions in this 2 
Life. Preſcribed by the Great PB 1 
cian the Lozp JESUS CHRIS T,a 2 
: Which hath never failed thoſe that $ 
* uſed i it, e . to the End ol 


7 . — Tao rof the Goat. 
'Othe' Bg of all them that truſt in E 


.- Prov. xxvii. 7. 
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| An EPISTLE to the Meck and - i 
8 Lowly- hearted Reavess, who A 
; have leamed of their dear LORD 
0 to be, who Himſelf will not | 
| break the braiſed Reed, nor mere 


. eie l. Jr 


o — 


— HARIT V. «hich is the dE 
a Bond. of Perfectneſs, and . 
the greateſt Rarity now inthe 
World. ani in the Church 
— , (the: nere ts the Pity) 
4 þ tb p en, who" readeſt. this, 1 . 
x | Flaineſt and moſt nnpoliſhed Piece that uur. 
| eber /aweſt,” fer \the Author never bad — 
Sill in Dreſiing) of. thou mraneſt to profit <A 
am thing by it, which: is" the only Thing, 
” 7. Gonkngws,\ is aimed. af by the Author, 
Kaba akndys. prays and ftudics\to ſpeak (ad 
al - We ) rather 10 2 Hearts than Ears, * .,_ | 
„ - _ 
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Text ſpoken 10 in the following Biſcourſe; 
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io work” Faith, rather than feed Fancy: 
Charity, Tay, hou muſt have, for that 


will cover a Multitude of Sins, much more 


of Infirmities, which here thou muſt expect 
% meet :. Chatity beareth all Things, be- 


lieveth all Things, hopeth all Things, | 


endureth all Things: F thou wilt but 


exerciſe thy Charity in Reading, and join 


therewith thy fervent Prayers for a Bleſſing, 
thou mayeſt attain thine End and mine alſo, 
to wit, thy Edification, for Charity edi- 
feeth. | ; 


In Hope of gaining thy Charity, ſuffer |. 
me to give a ſhort (but true) Account of the\ | 
enſuing Treatiſe, viz, I being about Three 


Zears ſince, for fome Reaſons, retired from 
my Family and Place of Abode, and by. 
Sickneſs, and other Things, conſined; du- 
ring which Time, many of my dear Friends 
and Relations in CHRIST were called | 
Home to their Father's Houſe 3; whereupon 
I thought it my Duty to wwrite ſome Lines 


them defired to do; and after ſeeking Go 
for Counſel and Aſiſtance, I thought on this 


„1 Cor. adi, 7. 3 


vi Epiſtle to the READER 
Vis own and others; and by God's Word, 
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- withwhom it lodged, until about fix Months 
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Epiſtie co the R EAD EAR vii 


(for it was not at the lraſt in n Thoaghts 
ever to publiſb ibis, or any other, knowing 
my owii inability.) J wrote in my homely 
Stile whas then wilt bere find (all except 
the Tithe-Page and the Poſtſcripty) caleu- 
lating it ts the. Capacities of the plaineſt 
Chriſtians, 10 whom I then fent it, and © 


it plegſed the only Wiſe God to bring me 10 

a Trial of my Faith ad Patience: So 

deep a Stroke it was, that I uſed all Means 
fer my Support; and it came into my. Mind, 

that ſuch a Thing I had written fo long be- 
fore, to help in ſuch Caſes, and that ſeveral 
had found Benefit by it ; I made. Enguity 
after il, and at laſt found it; and in Kead- 

ing of it, as the Word of Gopz and bg | 
ging God's Bleſſing en it, I found much * 
Relief. and Comfort thereby, (all Praiſe and . 
Thanks te Gor) and thereupon bad. ſome 
ſmall Inclinations to communicate tbe. ſame - 
to others; and after many Strugglings and 
 Relucancies in myſelf, and with Prayers 
and Tears I beſought the LorkD tedireft a 
ing: At laſt 1 confidered, I muſt ſhortly put _ 
off this my Karthly Tabernacle, and hay- 4 
ing fon many Years been laid aſide lite a 

A 4 broken 

* Cor. i. 4% ę K 


=; _ 
_— 
* * 


594 Bhifile to the READER. 


raten Veſſel of no Uſe, and com paſſed with 
many Boaily Infirmities, I was willing to 
leave bebind me a little Scrap of my La- 
bours 40 my Children and Friends, lo fat. 
"them in Mind of what I had taught them {| 
for above Thirty Years together; that they | 
mighs be fortified againſt all the Troubles 
of this Life, aud by Faith in GOD ard 
CHansT, Bld faſt, ard net le their 
Crown. 

But why fo mean a Thing as this 
among the learned Labours of fo many |} 
eminent Writers on the like Subject? 

I anſwer, Thet car Lorp teak ſpecial = 
Netice of ibe Widow*s Mite; and 
He will not deſpiſe the Day of wall 

Things r. 

Bur what can you aim at? may be ſaid. 

Anſw. Not Apphuſe, to be ſure, be- 
ing conſcious of my Feakneſs;, nor Profit 
or Gatn, expecting but Acceptance: But 
this, Gop and my Conſcience. bear me 
Witneſs, this is my Am, my moſt bumble 
and fervent Prayer, That ſome of Cyr1ST?'s 

cor little Flock, (my Children, and others, 
10e Souls are g recious to me, and whom I . 
"Non dove in the ti -ORD) May receive ſome | 

wk * Ad- 
"5:0 Mark xii. 1437 40 - + Zech. iv. 10. 


Ep.Me to the REA DER. is 
Advantages ; and chiefly, that Gop may 
have all the Glory, who, hath choſen the 
weak Things of the World, Sc. and 
who accepts the Will for the Deed, Sc. 
Such as will not make uſe of it, let them do 
| better, and I will be glad. . 

None may be afraid to Buy or Read it, 
fer there is not a Word of the State or 
Church- Matters in it; 1 daily pray for the” 
Proſperity of both, but think it not my Duty 
to meddle with either, but in SubjeSion. 

Two Requeſts I have to thee, Loving 
Reader: 

[I. Pray for a Bleſſing upon as much as 
\| you find to be the expreſs Will af Gop. 

2. Pray for Me, that I may more and 
more find und feel the Liſe iy Power of 
thoſe, and all ibe Truths of Gov in mine 
own Hegtt, and may expreſs more of the 
Life of , Fairh in my whole Converſation ; 
and 1 alſo pray for Ther, that thou 
'| _ mayeſt Aud as much (and much more] Bene- 
It in R ading This," as I have in Compoſing 
and Feri it a! Praiſe io the Gov of 
all Grace. f you, find. ſome Haſſages (in 
your Opinion) ioo of tew--wepeated, be mot =. 
offended, till you fina them too powerful on 


your Hearts. 
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» Epiftle tothe READ ER. 

Thus committing this poor Eſſay to the 
- Bleſſing of Him who is the Father of Mer- 
cies, and can teach us to profit, 5 his 
Word and Rod, and Thyfelf to bis Love 
and Favour in Ixsus CHRIST. in Him 1 
remain for thy Soul's Good, 


From the Houſe of 


my Pilgrimage WK. 
> Seq wg Thy humble Servant, 
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i Gop, believe alſo in Me. 
— HE SER Words are à Part of 
our Bleſſed: Saviour's Laſt 
Sermon upon Earth, juſt be- 
RI. fore his Paſſion, which be- 
Zins (as is probable). at the 
ASA - 1 3th Verſe of the xijith Chap- 
der of this Goſpel, and 
at the laſt Verſe of the xvith 
Chapter; in hich Verſe our Lord tells his Diſci- 
ples, (how dear ſoever they were to him, yet) in 
the World they Sulu have Perſecution, Tribulation ; 


of which he had often told them before in Effect“; 
IJIN" WS $5 Þ 6 \$: Hit 5% ”y Mat. - 
' 5 4. 


” +» 
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Matt. xvi. 26. 
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Lat not your Hearts be troubled 1 yo believe 


12 HE AR T's-E As E 


his Croſs they mult bear, if they would wear his 
Crown: Tribulations of all Kinds, Outward and 
Inward, yo muſt endure: It is your Portion here, 


rn to Trouble, as the Sparks naturally fly up- 
wards; and pew born to Trouble alſo, and; com- 
monly to new and mdte Troubles. Al) that auill 
live godly in Chrift Feſus, ſpall ſuffer Perſecution 1 6 
of Hand, or Tongue, one Way or other. In 
deed, ſuch as can be content with a Profeſſion 
of a Godlin:ſs that may ſuit with the Times; 
that can pleaſe themſelves with any kind of Gog- 
neſe, or with a Form, any. Form of Godlineſs, 
and that ean change their Forms when they p'eaſe, 
fuch may avoid Perſecution : But All that will live 
godly in Chrift Jeſus, in the Power and Spirit of 
Chritt Jeſus, and reſolve ta live up to the Example 
and Rule of. Chrift Jeſus, they ſhall have Perſecu- 
cution, no avoiding of it. No ehtring into the 
Kingdom of God but by Tribulation.” But not- 
withſtanding thi, our Lord lays this poſitive Com- 
mand on his Diſciples ; Let not your Hearts be 
t 9 —p 
- Theſe poor Diſciples were like Gatily tefitait 
an heavy ois of their deareſt Lord ; He was now 
à going away from them; a gregter Hofs they could 
mot have: And yet, ſaith Chriſt, Let naryopr Han! 
be '11vubled hien Command band * 
plained in Verſe ya: Let not your) Heart" be troubled, 
20” le. it be 255 ei 4 Ts; 40? 37 way > * * 
What! might they ſay, Muſt we not be trou- 
bled at all? Muſt notbing trouble us? No, we 
i eo eee el. 24 OE 36 
- ® n The/. uk. 3. Job iv. 3. Matt. x. 22, 24. 
1 A xiv, 22. 2 Tim. lik f. 
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that they ſhould not expect their Heaven here, but 


vou are-thereunts! appehtad. . | Man is naturally 


in HEART ZOu BLE. 13 
muſt not be trgubleg for any outward. Loſs, for 
any.” outward Tribulation, for parting with the 

areſt and deareſt Relation, we mult not be trou- 
bled. Vet we are not forbidden to be troubled for 
Zion? It is a grieyous Sin, not to be grieved for 


the Afiitiinns of Joleph “? Surely, , we, muſt be 


troubled for God's Vifondur, becau . break 
God's 5 Commandments 7. Trouble of Heart, except 
for Sin, is ſinful Trouble. Where Sin lies heavy, 
Affliction lieth light. They ſhall not ſay, 1 am fack;; 
for their Iniquities ſhall be fergiven them f. Senſe 
of Pardon to thoſe Souls that felt the Furthen- of 
Sin, much alleviates and lightens the Burthen of 
AfiQion. Strike, Lord, (ſaid Luther) now. am 
abfolyed f; om my Sn, i, 
We are always too prone to fall into Extreams, 
to ſin either 3 in Eocell or in Defect, too much, or 
too little; we are faulty both Ways. As for Sin, 
Which is the wort of Eyvils, we are apt to be trou- 
oy too little. How few fail here in the Exceſs, 
ongh tis poſlible ſo to do; and ſome. have, that 
ret to be comforted by all the iweet Promiſes 
of Chriſt in the Goſpel: But here there ate but 
few of thoſe; moſt of us fail in the Hefect. We 
are not troubled for Sin - much as we ſhould 4 
our Sins do, not lie f. 0; and n us. a3 
they ſhould ; Our Heath os Cope 3 
of Sin preſſing us "down I: Many, 1 - 2 
us; dur vain Thoughts, our ain 3 
Performance of Holy Dates -miſ-\; ending 
cibus Time, ile Talk, & * * ſuch-lige [Evil 
which ſhould * "trouble us molt, teu le us 
tad. r n n: &2 50 tan 3 
* 2921 
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But our Afflictions, which, N are 


but light “, lie too _ upon us, and preſs us 
down even to the Duſt. $ in reſpect of Af. 
flictions themſelves, we are apt to run inte Ex- 
treams, againſt which the Holy Ghoſt 2 us 
a Caution as to both Extreams. My Son, de- 
72 not thou the Chaſtning of the Lord ; neither 
weary of bis Ch 28 +; the Apoſtle ex- 
plains it, Neither neben thou art corrected 
of bim: Adding . "nick powerful Argument 
inſt thoſe Extreams, For whom the Lord liu- 
5, be correftth, chen as a Father the Son, in 
"vbom be delighteth; and therefore deſpiſe not his 
Chaſtiſements, and Fatherly Corrections; flight 


them not, for they come from a loving Father, 


a wiſe Father, and ſtiould not be deſpiſed by his 
Children, they are the Fruits of his Love: Alſo, 
you muſt not be weary of them, nor faint under 


them, for the fame eaſon, . viz. becauſe they 


mall not hurt you, they flow. from your Fa- 
ther's Love ; from a Father they come, who 
— hteth in you, and therefore ye ought not 


t under them; or, as it is in the Text, 


Whatever  Afiition befulls you, let not your 
Heart be troubled. 
It is Heart trouble 


Child-like Acknowled; 
Rod hath a Voice, and its Voice muſt be heard 


earthly Comforts, we obſerve it, and Him, 
and acknowledge the ſame : . net to.acknow- 


\ 8 5 8 
* * 


n 4 He. x. 5, 6. | 
1 M vl. 9. I Jaiabaxvi 11, 16. 


you i, that is here forbid- 
den; not a Filia! Seals of God's Hand, nor a. 
of God's Rod: God's 


When his Hand is lifted up | to. ſtrike, to lay on. 
any Blows on us, or any 'of our Relations, or 
m 


% HuanT-Tunovuars. 15 
ledge, and obſerve the Hand of God; not to con- 


fider in the Nay of Adverfity “, not te bumble our- 


ſelves under bis mighty Hand f, not to ſtoop and 
yield to God, but to think, or ſay, of our Af- 
fliction, that it cannot be helped, there is no Re- 
medy, it is common and ordinary, and the like; 
this is to deſpiſe the Chaſtning of the Lord ; take 
heed of this. But yet we muſt take heed too, 
that under the Pretence of being ſenſible of the 
Hand of God, and of his Strokes upon us, that 
we do not fall into the other Extream, of being 
weary of his Chaſtiſements, and of Deſpondency, 
and fainting under hi: Corrections, we muſt be 
careful that we do net let our Hearts be troubled. 

Ave. But is it poſſible that we ſhould be af- 
flifed, deprived. of Liberty, of Eſtate, of loving 
Relations, of the D-fre of our Eyes 1, and of the 
Delight of our Hearts If, (for ſuch in a moſt emi- 
nent Manner was Jefus Chriſt to his Diſciples, 
He was the Def of all Nation: F, and not be 
troubled at our very Hearts? Can we behold our 
Benjamin's, our Sarah's, our Rebecea's, our J- 
eph's, &c. taken away, our dear Husbands, or 
loving, faithful, render Wives ſnatched away from 


us with a Stroke, with a ſudden Stroke, to be in 
a Moment deprived of fuch Comforts, and in ſuch 


a Time too, in an, Evi/ Time, in a fad and ſuf- 
jan; Time, ew, pare Hel wu 
our Sufferings, A to our Burthens, 
would give us ſweet Counſel, and u 

the Way to God What, is it poſſible ſuch Krarg 


ſhould: be untied, and fo ſuddenly ; ſuch Flowers | 


® Fed. vii. 1% 146. 1 + Tame ws gh 16. 
1 Exe. XXIV, 15 ws Ain 
8 Haggai ii. 7. | = 
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bold us in 


16 , Hear T&HLasD , 
cropped off, cut down; ſuch, ſweet Friends re- 
moved. from us, as lay once in our Boſoms, and 
ſent to the Chambers of Darkneſs, ſealed up in 
the Duſt, made filent in the Grave, to ſez. their 
ſweet Faces no more, 'till the Heavens be no 
more ? Is it poſſible, I ſay, in ſuch Caſes, not to 
be troubled ? Or, If it be poſſible, Is it neceſſary, 
or is it attainable ? May we arrive to ſuch a Tem- 
per, may we get ſuch a calm, quiet, tranquil, and 
ſubmiſſive Frame of Spirit? It is admirable : But 
is it attainable ? 5 We 
I anſwer, We mult not deſpiſe the Chaſtening 
of the Lord, as was noted before ; we mult not 
be as Stocks or Stones, altogether inſenſible of 
the Hand of God upon us: No, We muſt be ſen 
fible, we mult lay thoſe Things to our Hearts, 
and conſider the Work of God “: Such Loſſes, 
and of Such, are to be lamented t, they will be 
found wanting ; their Relations will find them 
wanting; their Families will find them wanting; 
the Poor will find them. wan ing; and the Church 
alſo. David laments the Lois of Janatban 43 
and the Diſciples the Loſs of Lazarus. Lawfal it 
is then, to be affected with the Deaths and Depar- 
tures of our dear Relations and Friends, and mo- 
derately to mourn for them; but our Care muſt. 
be, that we ſuffer not Nature to work alone 
without Grace ; for then it will ſoon go beyond 
its Rounds : Nature muſt be reſtrained and bound- 
ed. It is moderate Mourning that is lau ful. 
Mourn we may, But not as. thoſe that have ao , 
Hepe J. for thoſe that fleep in Jeſus, they being 
ſafe and happy: For, If we believe that Feſus 


died, 
FEcclſ. vii. 2. f Ja. vii. 1. 


anz 
zx. 4. II iv. 13, 14. 4 $5 


in HEART-TRAOURBL x. 17 
ied, - aul roſe again; even ſo they that 47 Hom 
Fefus,, will God bring with him. Trouble 
cannot chuſe but S. in ſuch Caſes, and 2 
ſuch Strokes; but we muſt nor et our Hearts 
be troubled, ſaith our Lord. And what this im- 
Pr you ſhall fee by and-by. It is Trouble 

of Heart, that is here forbidden : But, what is 
it, that will prevent, or cure this Heart-Trouble ? 
Our Saviour anſwers in the next Words; 7e 
—_— Ty Grd, toliewe c in Mer: In my F- 
tler Hane core mem Men, &c. In which, 
wo — obſree thele Parts, G. 

I. An evil Neft, or ſpiritual Difemper 
timated and prohibited, to which the 2 2 
of Chritt are incident and prove in Time | 
Afflition ; and that is, Traude of Heart. This 
may feize you, but take keed of it, labour a- 
gainſt it. As if the Lord had faid, I know it 
will de a catting, a ki ling Thing to you, to 
rart with Me, your dear and loving Lord and 
Maſter; but part with Me you Pruſt; and take 
heed of this indecent Dittemper of Heart: Tren- 
ble +» Let nt your Hearts be RC burn Qur 

Lord Fefus. 

2. The beſt 8 of, or 833 4. 
ſpiritual Diſtemper prop oſed and enjoined: Te 
belitve in 'Ged, believe: allo in Me. As if our 
Lord had ſaid, Surely, you believe in God, 
why. then are 2 Hearts troubled Cannot 
your Faith in God ſapport you, if you act it 
upon Him? But if that cannot, then act your 
Faith alſo on Me: Believe alſo in Me. Set 
your Faith on work on Me. Believe, that I 
dove you, that when I leave you, I will not 
leave you comfortleſs: I uiii ſend the Comfart- 


er unto you, and Hir ſhall able air jeu for 
y "_ Ver. 


AF « 
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/ ever *®, Therefore, let not your Hearts be trou- F 
bled. Belitve in Me; I muſt leave you, and I to 
and you muſt part; but, believe where I am trin 
goirg, and let the Conſideration of that quiet 
you, and comfort you: ln my Father's. Houſe — 


are many Manſions T. There is a better, a far 
better Condition for you above, than that you 
ate in here; for, here you are toſſed up and 
down from Place to Place, and are expoſed to 
many Straight. I myſclf. here en Earth, bare Th 
not an Houſe wherein to lay my Head; but i 
my Father's Houſe are many Manſions. There | 
is an Houſe above, ot made with Hands, eter- By 
nal in the Heavens TJ. When once you come 
thither, vou ſhall remove no more; there aze | F. 
many Manſions, Room enough for you all, and * 
for the innumerable Company of Angels and 
Saints: Thereſore, Believe in Me; for, theſe 
Things are moſt true that I tell you. And be- 
lieve alfo, Wat 7 go to prepare a Place for yon: 
I po to take Poſſeſſion of thoſe Caleitial Man- 
ſions, of thoſe Everlaſting Habitations for you, 
in your Name and Stezd : While you are here 
on Earth, I ſhall prepare you for thoſe Man- 
ſions ; and when I go from you, I will pre- 
pare them for you: Therefore, to prevent thoſe 
Heart-Troybles which you are ſubje& to becauſe | 
of my Departure from you, and to fortify you 
againſt them, (for l am follicitous for you); this 
is the Remedy that I propoſe to you, and en- 
Join you to praftiſe ; That, ſecing you believe 
in God, believe alſe in Me. Act your Faith on 


* 
- 


From 


im obe xw. 16, 17. . + Matt. vüi. 20. 
1 2 Cor. v | 
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From which Words thus explained, I commend 
to your Chriftian Conſideration this Goſpel-Doc- ' 
wine, VIZ. F 


* * 2 4 " WIR — II. 
het PX * — 


DOCTRINE. 

That the lively Acting of True Faith upon GOD 
and CHRIST, or uhm GOD in CHRIST, is 
the 'beft Preventive of, and Remedy againſt 

Heart-Trouble, wider the greate/t Loſs what- 
ſeeuer: Or, 


Faith a&ed en Gon in CyrIsT, is the Scve- 
reign Cure Heart- Trouble. 


UR Lord Jeſus is very tender over his poor 
Diſciples ; and having foretold them of the 

hard Uſ.ge, and bad Entertainment they ſhould 
meet with in the World, Loſſes and Croſſes, Tri- 
bulations and Perfecutions ; He now leaves with 
them ſome Antidotes againſt Diſtempers of Mind; 
ſome Cordials againſt thoſe Faintings of Spirit, 
and Troubles of Heart, to which He knew, they, 
being Fleſh and Bleod, were ſubject: And this in 
the Text, is chief and principal: Let not your 
Heart: be troubled; ye believe in God, believe alſo 
in Me. This your Faith will be your beft Remedy, 
your beſt Cure. | | 
Poor | Believers are but Princes in Diſguiſe here 
in this World: Princes they are, Chriſt hath 
made them all ſos but while here below, they 
| | are 


8 


® 1 Pet.ii. 9. Rev. i. 6. 


20 HxEART's-EAs E 


are in a foreign Land, under a Veil. doth 
net yet appear what they ſhall be *. They have 
4 large FPatrimony, but it lies indeed in a Land 
unknown to the World, it is in Terra incognita, 
if the Expreſſion can be borne. - The Holy, the 
Great God Himſelf is their Portion, their Hers- 
rage; God is their Sure, their Full, their Laſling, 
their Eveilaſting Par ion f. They are Heirs of 4 
Ringaum I. Heirs of Salvation |. Heirs of God, 
C-beirs Air Cirijft F. Yea, All Things of this 
Had we thers *. All Things are bleſſed and 
fGn(tbed to them, and fall conduce to their fpurt 
tual and eternal Welfare . Yet netwichffandi 
21 this, and although Heaven and Earth is the 
Reward of Godliaets, and h the Merits « 
-Chrift (as it were) the Right of that prof 
it, in the Fower of it; (Gadlizeſs having the Pro- 
mie of thes Life, ard of that which is ts come} } ; 
and, notwithiianding Belie vers have 2 true Ticke 
to all the Gcod of both Worlds; yet may thoſe 
8 but bleſſed) Saints be expoſed to manifold 
emptations and Tribulations in this War'd ; they 
may have a dark, and fad, and ſtormy Way af it 
to their Father's Houſe ; they may be ſtripped of 
all their Earthly | Comforts, may be deprived of 
their Liberty, Eftate, neareſt Friends and Relati- 


ons, as we read in Scripture,” that ſuch hath been 


the Portion of the teſt Saints: And upon this the 
People of God have been dejected and diſquieted, 
they: have deſponded, their Hearts have been trou? 
bled, and have thereby diſpleaſed their 3 
1 40G nt ni td e en Father, 


* 


* 1 Jol iii. Deut. xxxii. 9. J Eſal. 
exix. 59. Lam iii. 24. James ii 5. F Heb. 
Y. 18. * Rom. viii. 4; F 1 Cor. iii. 28. 
4 1 Tim. iv. . 1 «1+ ” 
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| Father, who has declared, That a/! Things ſhall 
work together for their Good. AS, k 
Now, our Lord, in this Text, forbids this Di- 
ſemper of Mind, and would not have his Diſci- 
ples, who had God for their Father, and Himſelf 
for their Redeemer, and who had a Title to ſuch 
Happineſs in the other World; to deſpond, and to 
be diſquieted ; therefore he lays this Charge on 
them, Let not your Hearts be trouble: Adding the 
proper Means to prevent this ſinful Malady of 
Heart-Trouble, that it might not ſeize on them; 
or, if it had, to cure them of it, viz. Te believe 
in God, believe alſo in Me. ; 
The lively Adling of True Faith hen God in 
Chriſt, is the beft Preventive of, and Remedy againſt 
Heart-'Trouble, ander the greateſt Loſs whatſoever. 
Which Propoſition I ſhall proſecute, by the Aﬀiſt- 
ance of God's Spirit, and according to the Mea- 
ſure of Light and Grace I have received, after this 
Manner and Method following: ; 
Fir, By Way of Demonſtration. Ie / 
Secondly, Of Confirmation. And then to Ap- 
Ply, and make an Improvement of it for our Uie. 
2 By Way of Demonfiration. Endeavouring to 


» 


- 


I. That Ged's choiceft Saintr, are in this World ſub- 
ject to all kinds of Troubles, Loſſes, and Affiiftions ; 
and whence it is, and why fo. + K 


II. That once theſe 2 and Afti&ions, they are 
. ſubjeft to defpond, to be dejefted, and to be troubled 


in their Hearts. 


wt. What this Heart-Trouble is, that Chrift forbids 
beg 6-4 {One | 


IV. How 


— — — — * 
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IV. Hoxw that Believing in God and Chrift, is the 


beſt Means to prevent and exre this Heart-Trouble, 


I. That God's choiceſt Saints are liable to all 
kinds of Troubles, Loſſes, and Afflictions; even 
the greateſt, heavieſt, and ſoreſt; as we read of 
Fob. Dawid, and others. 

God had one Son without Sin, but no Sov with- 
without Suffering. His oply -begotten Son was a 
Man of Sorrows * ; and the Holy Ghoſt aſſures 
us, That F ye be without Chaſftning, whereof all 
are. Partakers, then are ye Baffards, and not Sons, 
Heb. viii. 12. g = 

God's Children are liable to Sufferings, whe- 
ther we conſider them as Men, or as Chriflians : 
as Men; Man that is born of a Woman, is full of 
Trouble +, As our Relations and Comforts in- 
creaſe, ſo do the Occafions of Trouble. God 
never appointed this World te be the Place of 


Man's Reft . but of our Exerciſe, and only a2 


Pofſage to another World: And in this our Paſ- 
ſage we muit look for Storms and Tempeſts : If 
we can pre wh, = Mercy obtain a tolerable Paſſage 
through this World, and a comfortable Paſſage 
out of it, into that better above, we' ſhall have 
Cauſe to bleſs the Lord to all Eternity. 


And much more as Chriſtians muſt we expect | 


Troubles; for a Man is no ſooner bro Home 
to God, but he muſt expect to be hated by the 
World ||, affaulted by Satan, chaſtened by the 
Lord; our own corrupt Hearis will be often vex- 


ing us; the Old Man, the F/z, 8 the 


otions 


„„ Gen. vil g. 
| Jobu xv. 19 Luke xxii. 13. | 


* 
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otions of the New Nature lufiing againſt tbe 
pirit *, The Luſts of the Fleſh will be as Pricks 

our Eyes, and as Thorns in our Sides: We ſhall 
have Enemies in our own Houſes. G 

Bat this Truth is ſo manifeſt in all the Scrip- 
tures, that I ſhall infiſt no longer on it, only ſhall 
add this by Way of Uſe ; Let all Chriſtians pre- 
pare for Affliction, by getting an Intereſt in God 

hrough Chriſt ; by getting Sin pardoned . and 

; by getting Peace with God and Conſci- 

ence ; by gettin y Aa crucified to the World ; 
and then when Troubles come, let us bear them 
as Chriſtians +, not murmur and repine, but in 
Patience poſſeſs our Souls ; not Deſponding, nor 
Famting ; remembring. that our Troubles ave no 
more, but infinitely Jefs than we have deſerved |, 
He aii not lay upon Man more than right . God 
perſectly underſtands our Need, and knows our 
Strength. If Need be, ye are in Heavineſs . He 
1 faithful, who will not ſuffer yeu to be tempted 
above that ye are able to beer. It is the Wile, 
Juſt, and Gracious God, and our Father that tem- 
pers our Cup for vs. Many earthly. Paren:s do 
not corret᷑t their Children in Meaſure, being igno- 
rant of their Nature and Diſpoſition; and there- 
fore their Corre&ion doth them no Good. Many 
Phyſicians miſtake the 'Conflitutions of their Pati- 
ents, and therefore may do them more Hurt than 
Good: But God knows our Need, and our 
e and fo ſuits all his Remedies accordingly ; 
therefore let us be patient, bearing our Tr 
with an equa] Mind, not ſuffering as per Force, 


; t but 

Gal. v. ij. Pet. ir. 16. | Tate | 
xxi. 19. Exra ix. 13. + Fob xxxiv. 13. 
910. K. 13. ROY ea 
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but willingly. It is ſaid, Daz. iii. 28. That they 
yielded their Bodies; that is, chearfully, to the Fire. 
In our Affliction let us ſearch. our Hearts, and 
try our Ways *; let us fly to him by Prayer +, 
and reſign up ourſelves to him, and truſt in him 
caſting our Cares and Burthens on him f. 
Moreover, it is our Wiſdom, that while we are 


look for Troubles; Afflictions from God, as well 
as for God, are Part of our Croſs which we muſt 
take up daily. Sickneſs, Death of Friends, Loſs 
of Eftate, c. we muſt look for them, that we 
may not be ſurpriz ect. 
He chat buildeth an Houſe, or a Ship, doth 
not make this his chief Work and Care, that 
it ſhould not rain upon it; or that it ſhould 
have no Storms or Tempeſts; for this cannot 
be prevented by any Care of ours, but that 
the Heuſe- or Ship may be made able to en- 
dure all without Prejudice So muſt it be our 
Care, to provide for Afflictions; for to prevent 
them altogether, we cannot; but prepare for 


them we may, and muſt, as was hinted be- 


fore; to treaſure up God's Promiſes, and ſtore 
our Souls with Graces, and ſpiritual Comforts, 
and firm Reſolutions in God's Strength, to bear 
up, and hold on: We had need be wel fd 
evith the Preparation of the Goſpel of Peace ||. 
Moſt Chriſtians are not mortified and cruei 
fied to the World, not acquainted with God 
and the Promiſe, as they ought to be, nor ſo 
reſolved to follow God fully as they i 
| | "an 


Lam. ili. 40. + 1 ͤ James v. 13. 1 Mat 
xvi. 24. Lale ix. 23. Pal. Iv. 22. 1 Pet. v. 7. 
0 Eph. Vi. 15. ; 
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and therefore are fo dejected and diſcontented 
when Affliction comes: O] that we did count 
the Cet, when we firſt begin to make Profeſ- 
ſion of Chriſt ; and that we had ſuch full Pe- 
ſuaſion of the Ee ap Worth and Excel. 
lency of the Lord Jews, as that we could wil- 
lingly part with all Things for his Sake! Of 
that we had ſuch believing Apprehenſions of 
the Wiſdom, Faithfulnefs, . Righteouſneſs, and 
Mercy of God; ſuch Sights of his reconciled 
Face, and ſuch Taſtes of his Fatherly Love to 
us in Chriſt, as that we could quietly ſubmit 
to his my Will, and be well ſatisfied with 
all his Diſpenſations towards us. So much 
for this Firſt Particular, | 


II. The Diſciples of Chriſt, under the Af. 
flictions which they meet with in this World, 
are apt to be troubled in their Hearts, to be 
diſquieted in their Minds, to be dejected and 
diſcouraged. It was ſo with Holy David, 
Pal. xliii. 5. Why art thou caft down, O 
Scul ! Why art thou diſquiztted within me ! 
was ſenſible of his Afitions, and. that dif- 
quicted him, and caſt him down.. - God's Peo- 
ple are ſubject to ſuch Diſquietments, becauſe 
they are Fleſh and Blood, ſubject to the ſame 
Paſſions ®, made of the ſame Mould, ſubje& 
to the ſame Impreſſions from without as other 
Men, and their Natures are upheld with 'the 
fame Supports and Refreſhments as others, the 
withdrawing and Want of which, affecteth them 
as well as others. And beſides thoſe Trou- 
bles they ſuffer in common with others, by 

| B | reaſon 


* James v. 17. 
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reaſon of their being called out of the World, 
the World hates them “, and are therefore 
more expoſed to Tjibulation than others, and 
therefore are apt to be caſt down, and diſ- 
couraped : This cur Lord foreſaw would befal 
his Diſciples after bis Departure from them ; 
and therefore he counſels them againſt the 
fame : Let not your Hearts be troubled. 

Aue. But it may be demanded, I hence ari- 


eth this Heart Trouble, and Difquictment of 


Mind, under Aﬀiittions ? 

Anſw. There are many Cauſes of it, woich 
1s neceſſary for us to know, that ſo, knowi g 
the Cauſes, we may the better find the Cure. 
There are Outward and Inward Cauſes. 

Fir, Outward Cauſes. And the firſt may 


be God himſelf. He ſometimes withdraws the | 


Beams of his Countenance, with holds the Senſe 
of his Love, hideth his Face f:om his Cb il- 
dren +, (which the Saints in Scripture, ſo bit- 
terly complain of, and ſo earneſtly pray againſt) 
whereupon the Souls, even of the ſtrongeſt 
Chriſtians are diſquieted. This cauſed Trou- 
ble to the Soul of Jeſus Chriſt himſelf J. 
When a poor Child of God, together wi h 


his Affliction, apprehends God to be his Ene- 1 


my, and that his Troubles are mixed with 
God's Diſpleaſure; and it may be his Confci- 
ence tells him, that God hath a juſt Quarrel 
againſt him |, becauſe he hath not walled ſo 
holily, ſo humbly, ſo evenly, and fo itrictly 


with 


® Fobn xv 19. Þ+ . xlv. 15. Job xxxiv, 
29. 1 Jehn xii. 27. Pſal. xiii (. Jbid xxxvii. . 
Jbid xxx. 7 Ibid Ixix. 17, Sc. | P/al. xxxvill. 
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with God as he might, had he been more watch - 
ful, careful, and circumſpect; and that he hath 
pot renewed his Peace with God as he ſhould, 
and might have done ; and this Senſe of God's 
Diſplealure, puts a Sting into all his AMiQi- 


ons, and this cauſeth Trouble of Heart, and 


Diquierment of Mind. And juſtly may ſuch 
a Soul be troubled, that hath ever felt the 7 

of God's Salvation *, the ſweet Influences of 
is Love, that hath #afled that the Lord ir gra- 


cious , F eing that in his Favour © Life, and. __ 


his Living - kindneſs is better than Life itſelf, 
Pſal. xxx. 5. Ixin. 3. | 

Secondly, The Devil is the Cauſe ſometimes 
of the Heart-Trouble of God's Children. For 
he being a curſed Spirit, caſt out of Heaven, 


| full of Diſquietment himſelf, labours all he can 
to trouble and diſquiet others ; to bring others 


(as much as in him lies) into the ſame curſed 


Condition with himſelf : He being caſt out of 


Paradiſe himſelf, envies us the Paradiſe of a 
good and quiet Conſcience ; for that is our Pa- 
radiſe until we come to Heaven: And this 
Paradiſe a poor Child of God may 1 in 


| a Priſon, in a Dungeon, on a Dunghil. 


Two main Deſigns the Devil hatn upon Men; 
the one is, if poſſibly, by all imaginable * 
Temprations, and Inticements, he may keep 
Men in a Courſe of Ungodlinefs, to hinder 
them from coming to Chrift by Faith and Re- 
pentance, to deter them from his holy Ways. 
And when he cannot proſper in this, but that 
unſearchable rich and Free-Grace takes hold of 
fome poor Souls, and = are ſnatched out a 

2 


Fal. li. iz, Bid xxxiv. 8. 
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Hands, their Captivity led Captive by that | 


mighty Redeemer ; then all the Devil's is, to 
inder their Comfort, and to interrupt their 
eace,. and to make their Way to Heaven as 
hard and uncomfortable to them as poſlible, 
purſuing them with all dejecting and Heart. 
e Temptations. 


rdly, Wicked Men are alſo active in the «f 


troubling of God's People ; they are, indeed, 
the true Treublers of God's ae. They load 
God's People with Reproaches: And there is 
nothing that the Nature of Man is more im- 
Fier of, than Reproaches; for there is no 


an ſo mean, but thinks himſelf worthy of 


an utter Diſ reſpect of a Man, which flows 
0 


From the very Superfluity of Malice. Reproach 
gatb braken Heart, ſaith Dawid, Pſal. xcvi. 


20. And nothing more doth he complain of 
an Reproach; and nothing more are God's 
People liable to than this. Theſe are the Cauſes 


from without. 


Aa* 


e Reſpect: Now a reproachful Scorn ſhews | 


© Secondly, There are alſe Inward Cauſes of 
Heart-Trouble and Deſpondency : When God's 


People are in Affliction, moſt Times that black 


Cloud of Melancholy alſo ſurrounds them, and 
Darkneſs makes Men fearful and dejected. 
— There are many Cauſes within ourſelves : 


* 


2 Lenorance of God, and of Chriſt, of the 


ovenant of Grace, of the Name of God *: 
They that know God's Name, will truſt in 


bim, and not be dejected f. Alſo, Forgetfud- - 


ue, of God, and of What he hath done for 


us. We forget God, when we are afraid of 


| Men, 
* Exod. xxxiv, 6, 9. + Hal. ix. io. 
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en*, Our Owver-looking, and paſſing by the 
any Comforts we enjoy, even while we are 
nder Affliction,; taking little Notice of our 
Mercies, but let them be all ſwallowed up in 
pur Miſris; as Abratam, becauſe he had no 
Heir +; and Rache, who ſaid, Give me C:il- 
dren. or I die |: Trough ſne had all other 
earthly Comforts, yet the Want of this one ſo 
roubled ber. that all the ref? ſeemed nothing. 
It is en evil Thing for us to be wedded to 
cur own Wüls. None mecre ſubje&t to Diſ- 


content, than ti.oſe who would have all Things 


af er their ewn Way, and are mere Strangers 


to Self-denial. Likewiſe Fal/e Apprehenſions of 


iT} ings, cauſe Frart- Treuble ; to think God 


| hatcs ue, becauſe he corrects us; and when he 


takes from us, that it is all in Wrath. 
Aro her common Cauſe, is our own Watck- 
I puſs and Careleſſneſs, our Neglect of ** 
ing our Eeatts and Conſci®:ces pure a 
Clean ; and in Time of Affliction, theſe former 
Ne glects of Duty come to our Minds; then 


Conſcience awakes, and tells us our former 
Faults, and this brings Trouble of Heart 5. 


Morec:ver, Unneceſſary Scruples cauſe Diſqui- 


| etneſe, Solicarineſs, Idleneſs: When Perſons will 


not Co What is n-edful, they are troubled with 
that which is needicfs ; and Idleneſs tempts the 
Devil to tempt us and trouble us: If we Lan- 
not find Work for ourſelves, the Devil will 
make Work for us. | 


Alſo when we are guity of zeglecting ding 


Cood to others, as to our Relations, not re- 
3 proving, 


* Jfaiah li. 12, 13. f Ger. xv. 2 f Ihid 
X3X. 1, Prov. iv. 23. J 1 Kings xvil. 18. 
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proving, admoniſhing, or encouraging them as 


we ougbt, or have neglected to receive that 
Good from them that we might; but now 
they are dead and gone, and we can no more 


do any Good to them, nor receive ans from 


them; this bath troubled many on their Sick 
and Death-beds “. | 
Inconſlancy, Wavering in the Ways of God, 
will alſo breed Diſquiet. And our inordinete 
Live of Criature - Comforts, our ſe:ting our 
Hearts on Friencs, Kfiates, ana the Ike, let- 
ting out our Hearts on Husbands. Wives, ChUl- 
rer, Ge, | his is to bild Cailles in tne Air, 


that cannot yield it 


Alſo, Mulititude of Yerldiy Buſincſs, and too p 
much þoring on our Afffictions, aud wrecaſiing | 


the Events of Things. You ſee what a Crowd 
of Cauſes here be within ourſelves of Diſquiet 
and Heart-Troubl:. 

The 75d Par:icular propoſed, is, What is 
this Heart - Trouble which Chriſt here forbids 


* 
1 


expecting Conte, Exit in and Hom thole Things 


1 


his People, and tkat he would fortify them 


againſt ? 

Arſe. This Hiart-Troub.e is ſuch a Senſe of 
Evils felt or f.ared, as creates to us Heart- 
Diſquietment, D«j.&tion, Deſpondency, depriv- 
ing us of that 1 rarq.ulty, Feace, and Com- 
fort which we had in ourſelves, or otherwile 
might have. It is ſuch a Diſturbance of our 
Paſhons, ſuch a Storm and Tempeſt in our 
Spirits, as cavſeth inward Motions, Emotions, 
and Commotions of lind, putting all Things 
in the Soul out or Order; and it carries in ic 
teveral evil Things, as follow: 


Fir/t, 
* Gal. vi. 10. * 
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Fir, Sinful Sorrow, Worldly Sorrow. When 
Chrift had told his Diſcip!es that he would 
leave them; and that after he was gone, they 
ſhould be expeſed to hard and heavy Things 
from the World, bitter Perſecution for his Name- 
ſake ; then Sorrow filled their Hearts, John xvi. 
, 2, 3, 4. . 8. 

God's own Servants, Chriſt's own Diſciples 
may have their H-arts filled with Sorrow; 
againſt this our Lord commands many Pre- 
ſervatives in this Sermon. The Groand of this 
Sorrow is from ourſelves, from our own Hearts, 
though Satan will have a Hand in it, and it 
come, rot from Humility, but from Pride ; be- 
cauſe we cannot have our Wills, therefore we 
are diſcontented. We may thank our ſelves, 
not on'y for our Troubles, but for our over- 
much troubling of owf:lves in our Troubles. 
If we ward and guard again!t this Worldly 
Sorrow, our Troubles would not lie fo heavy 
on us as they do“: For, as the Joy of the 
Lord dech raiſe aid ſtrengthen the Soul, fo 
deth Sorrow dej-dt and we ken it: So row and. 
Grief doth lie like Lead to the Heart, cold 
and heavy, and finks ic downward ſtill: Sor- 


row contracteth and draweth the Soul into it- 


ſelf, ftrem that Communion and Comfort i: 
might have with God ard Man; and it weak- 
enctt the Fxecution of the Offices of it, be- 
cauſe it drinketh up the Spirits, it melteth the 
Soul +, it caufeth it to drop away. Yea, in 
this kind of Huart-Troubl:, God's own People 
are many Times more exceſſive than others. 


BY 1. Be- 


* Nebem. viii. 10. + Pſal. cvii. 26. 
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1, Becauſe many Times their Burthens are 

ater, their Temptations, Deſertions, Trou- 

for Sin greater: As their Joys are unſpeak- 
able and glorious, ſo their Sorrows are ſome- 
times above Expreſſion. Common natural 
Courage will carry a Man through other ſingle 
Afflictions: But Sia is a heavier Burthen than 
Afiificn, and the Wrath ot God, than the 
Wrath of Man. 


2. They have a greater Scnſe than. others, 


their Hearts beirg made tender by Religion; 
they have alio a clearer Judgment than others, 


and ſee more into the Nature of Things than 
others; they ſee a ercater Evil in Sia, and in 
the Diſplco/ure of God, than others: They va- 
lue God's Favour wore than others; therefore 
when he hides his Face, they cannct but be 


troubled. They obſerve more of the Diſplea- 


ſure of God in afflict ve Providences than others 
do, and therefore they have inore Sorrow. 


3. They have more tender Affections than 
other:, the New Heart is a ſoft Heart: A Stamp 
is ſooner ſet upon fax than upon a Stone. 


A Wicked Man hath more Cauſe to be trou- 


bled than a God!y Man; but he is nat a Man 
of that Tenderneis and Senfe, and therefore is 
not fo affected, either with God's Dealings with 


bim, or with his Dealings with God. 
Thus we find often in Scripture good Souls 


depreſſed with Sorrow. David laid, he was 
like 


* P/al, eii. 3. Lid xXx'1 4. Job xxx. 30. 


me — 
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Ade @ Skin-b:ttle in the Smoke, all wrinkled and 


dried up. Read P/al. xxxviii. and xxxix. 11. 
When I hou with Rebukes deft correct Man for 
Sin, (that is, by Sickneſs, Death of Relations, 


and other Lofles) Thou makeft his Beauty (that 


_— 
— - _— 


is, of his Outward Man) 7% conſume awvay like 
a Moth; whereas the Beauty of the Saul grows 
fair by Affliction, but that of the Body is blaſt- 
ed. Ape, Sick neſs, Loſſes, will make the Beauty 
of the Body to fade, but that of the Sul to 
ſhine, 2 Cor. iv. 14. Though our outward Man 


' doth decay and periſh, our inward Man is 


renewed Day by: Day. Bat for worldly Sor- 
row; that, too often, not only weakneth the 
Body; but alſo -cauſeth Heart-Trouble, A merry 
Heart -doth- Good like a Medicine, but a broken 
Spirit arieth the Bones, Prov. xvil. 22 

Que. Bet is this worldly Sorrow lawful and 
commendable ? 3 | 

As au. No lurely,; for there are many Evils 
in it, which we ſhould avoid. As, 


Firſt, Impatience and Murmuring againſt Godz 
that is an Effect of immoderate Sorrow : Whew 
eur Wills are croſſed, we cannot bear it, for 


Want of Self denial. 


Secondly, Quartelling at Inſtruments. | 
| Thirdly, Vbog indirect Means for our Relief. 


It is better to pine away in our Afflictions, 


than to be fred from them by ſinning. 


Feurrbly, Deſponding and diſtruſtful Thoughts 
of God. I his Mercy clean gene ? Will be be 


fawourable no more ? Val. laxvii, 7, 8. 


+ Fifihly, 
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Fifthly, Queſtioning our Intereſt in God, meer- 
ly becauſe of the Affliction upon us ®. Judge 
vi. 15. J God be awith us, why is all this be- 
fallen us * Not contidermg, how hard ſoever 
God dealeth with his People, yet he loveth them, 
Heb. xii. 6. | 
_ Sixthly, Sometimes Atheiftical Thoughts do 
ariſe, as if there were no Ged, no Providence ; 
as if it were in vain to ſerve the Lord F. 


Sewventhly, This worldly Sorrow indiſpoſeth to 
all good Duties ; it makes a Man like an In- 
ſlrument out of Tune, or a Bone out of Joint; 
which makes the Body move both uncomely and 
painfully : It unfits for Duty to God and Man. 


Eighthly, It makes a Man forget former Mer- 
cies, and overlook preſent Mercies ; all is no- 
thing under preſent Sufferings. Give me Chil- 
dren, or «ſe J die. 


Ninthly, It makes us unfit to receive Mercies, 
and to embrace the beſt Counſels ; ſuch Plaiſters 
will not ſtick, they refuſe to be comforted, Pal. 
Ixxvii. 2. 


Tenthly, It diſpofeth us to receive any Tempta- 
tion: Satan hath never more Advantage than up- 
on Ditcontent. | 
 #lwenthly, It hinders Beginners from coming, 
into the Ways of God. 

nf | TÞwelthh,. 


® Riv. i, 19s Þ P/al, Ixx'th. 13. 
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Tac, I: reoiceth and hardneth the Wie- 


ked, and it grieves and damps the Spirits of our 
be Friends. All theje, and many more Evil;, are 


in woill:y Sorrow. 


* Therefore, this Evil Tempter we muſt labour 
10 againſt, and not ſuffer ourielves to be dejected 

in Sickneſs, Contempt in the World, Loſs of 
5 | Friends and Relations, Lois of Honour, and 
” earthly Intereſt: May ave only think to be ex- 


” | empticd from Chaſtiſements,. whereof. a// God's. 
Cnildren are Partakers “? And muſt God make 
" a N:w Way to Heaven for ws? Or, Do we 
think it 6-/ for us to live here for ever, in 
I Eaſe, and Plenty, and Honour, and never ſee. 
4 a Change? No, furely, it is in vain to think 
A ſo: It becometh us betimes, to prepare for 
Croſſes. None fo ſtrong, lively, and brizk now, 
but they ſhall ſhortly wither and decay. None 

'” | hold their Heads ſo high now; but they muſt 
> | ortly I.y them down in the Duſt. We,, and: 


1 our d areſt Relations muſt: part. 

It would be our Wiſdom, to turn the Stream 

of our Sorrow for. Loſſes and Craſſes, into God- . 
's ly Sorrow for Sin, then it will run in its right 
1 Channel, Let our Sins lie heavy upon us, and. 


then our Aictions will lie light: Let us grow 
veary of our Sins, not of our. Sufferings . 
God doth not afflict willingly, nor grieve t he Chil- 
8 dren of Men I. Let us conſider alſo, the real 
© - | ſpiritual Benefit of Afflictions: God aims at our 
Profit ||; and in good Time, in the beſt Time 

he will ſend Deliverance. And be. ſure, thoſe. 


, * Heb. xii, 1b. 1 Matt. xi. 28. Þ Prov; 
Mi, 11. Lam. iii. 33. ] Heb. xi. 10. 
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that are not unmindful of their Duty, God will 


not be unmindful of their Safety. 

But that which ſhould moſtly affect us, and 
make us take heed of immoderate worldly Sor- 
row, is, to conſider, 'T hat this kind of Sorrow 


of Heart, is God's Curſe, imprecated on God's 
Enemies; Lom. iii. 65. Give them Sorrow of 


Heart, thy Curſe. As godly Sorrow” is God's 
Bleſfag. a Grace of God's Spirit, a Fruit of 
the Covenant of Grace, and a Fruit of Faith *; 
{0 worldly Sorrow is God's Curſe, and a bitter 
Fruit of Unbe/zef. They that ſorrow for Siu 
ſhall be comforted +: But they that mourn im- 
moderately for outward Loſſes, there ſhall be 
none to comfort them, Tbis is the firſt Fiece of 


ou RE oo anger NS ow. 


Heart - Touble which Jeſus Thrift hath forbidden. 


Let not your Hearts be troubled ; that is, Not fil- 
Id, and overcome with worldly Sorrow: What- 
ever your Loſſes and Croſſes be, let not your Sor- 
row go beyond its lawtul Bounds ; take heed, 


Let not your Hearts be tr aubkd. 


Secondly, Another Piece of Heart-Treubly, is, 
finful Fear. And againſt this Diſtemper alſo 
Chr: ccunſelleth his Diſciples } Let rot your 
Heart be troubled, nor let it be afraid, Ver. 27. 
As if he had ſaid, Let not that Diltemper of baſe 
Caviſh Fear ſeize your Hearts, 

This Fear is a Paſſion, or rather a: Perturbation. 
of Mind, whereby, upon the Senſe of approach- 


wg Evils, the Mind is diſcompoſed and dilor- . 
| vered, and the Heart "troubled and dejected. 


This Fear is a Tyrant where it comes, and it 
tyrannizes where it prevails :. As J iv. 14, 15, 


— 


* Exh. xxxvi. 31. Zech. Mi. 10. 
t Matt. Vs + 


| 
if 
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We read how it, prevailed over that famous Be- 


lieber, the Father of Believers, Abraham, ta his 


Prejudice, and to the Diſcredit of his Religion; 
who, through Fear, denied his Wife once and 
again, Gen xii. and Gen. Xxx. And good 1/a:c 
was taken in the ſame Fault, Gen. xxvi. This 
Fear tioubles Mens Peace, and diſquiets their 


Minds, that they are ſaid ſometimes to be like 


the Leaves of the Foreſt; and this Fear is often 
forbidden to Abrabam, Gen. xv. 1. And to Haac, 
Gen. xxvi. 24. And when rael was in the 
greateſt Dangers that ever Men were, they were 
torbid to Fear, Exod. xiv 13. 1/a. viii. 12. chap. 
xli. 10. And in the New Teftament, our Lord 
ſtrongly cautions againſt this Fear, Luke xii. 4, 


32. Rew. ii. 10. Fear none of thoſe Things which 


tou ſhalt ſuffer. Slaviſn Fear troubles the Heart 
more than any Thing. 


Olic. But may we not fear God's Judgments? 


Did not good Fab tremble at them ? And did 


When we fee the ſame Sins abound, for which 
God hath. executed his Judgments in former 
Times, we ought to lay them to Heart, and to 
be affected, Jer. vii. 12: chap. iii. 7, 8, q, 10. 


Luke xvii. 20, fc. Remember Lot. W e, ſaid 


our Lord. So, 1 Cor. x. 2 Pet. ii. 9. Rem. i. 
8. Dan. ix. 5. Zepb. iii. 6, 7. a femarkable 
Scripture. . 
Although it went well with N-hemiah himſelf, 


yet he had a fad Reſentment > the State of- Je- 


tuſalim, Neb. i. 
e God's 


not holy David ſay, in P/alm cxix. 120. I am 
afraid of thy Tudgments. : 


An fru. Doubtleſs, it is our Duty ſo to do- 


— 
* 
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6 God's People have tender Hearts. Wicked 
it Men have Hearts of Stone; when God ſmites. 


them, they are not grieved, Jer. v. 3. 
But we muit diſtinguiſh of Fear, 


Firſt, There is a natural lawful. Fear, when: + 
6 Evils are approaching to our Bodies, or Names, 
" | or Jriends, or. the like, Dangers are apparent, 
„ "is natural to fear, This was in the beſt Men in 
; | the Woiid; it was in Chriſt himſelf, Mark xii. , 
14, 15. Alſo it is ſaid, H. feared, ard was fore 
amazed, Mark xiv. 33. yet without Sin. 


0 Secondly, There is a lawful, filial Fear of God's 
1 Judgments. which ail. th from the Conſideration 
. of the Evil of Sin, and of God's R ghteou ſneſs; 


of his Haired of Sin, and his Wrath againſt it; 
which Fear produceth Repentance, Self Examina- 
tion, a Turning to Gcd with our whole Hearts, 
thoroegh Reformation, and an Endeavour to ſe- 
cure Quſelves in. God's Covenant, and to hide 
curſelves, Prov. xxii. 3. A prudent Man fore- 
ſielb the Evil, and hideth himſelf. A ſtriving to 
get into Chriſt, and to get clear Evidences of 
God's Love to us in Chriſt: J ſay, ſuch a Fear, 
that worketh theſe Effects, is a great Duty. 


Thirdly, There is a baſe flaviſh Fear of ap- 
proaching Evils, arifing from our Miſapprehen- 
uons of God; producing in us unavorthy I boughts, 
finking into Deſpondency, and inciting to Mur- 

| muring, and Impatience, and putting us upon 
ſinful Shifts, the Uſe of unlawtul Means to pre- 
vent or eſcape Dangers ; a Fear of Deſpondency, 
a. vexatious, diſtracting Fear, that drives from 
| God, and unfits for Service: A tormenting. diſ- 
: quieting 
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s | quieting Fear, chat unſettles, and diſcompoſeth 
our Minds. diſturbs our Peace, ſuſpends our Acts 
of Faith, and diſpoſeth us to Diffidenoe, Diſtcuſt, 
and Impatience : This is the Fear that Chriſt 
„ Would not have his Peoples Hearts troubled with, 


1 Feurthly, Another Piece of Heart-Trouble, is 
: Care, vexatious, diftiatting Care, which our 
Lord would not have his Diiciples trouble them- 
; ſelves with; and therefore he uſeth fo many pow- 
erful Arguments to diſſuade them from it, Matt. 
vi. from Verſe 25, onward “. | 
1//, He aflures us, it is God that takes Care 
for our bodily Life, we truſt him with that ; how 
much more ſhould we for Food and Raiment. 
24%, Saith he, Your Father takes Care fur the 
Fowls, and provides for them, Are ye not much 
3 Getter than they ? | 
| 2334, He clotheth the Lilies, and will be not 
clothe you ? | 
f 4thiy, You cannot, by all your Care, make 
pour Condition better than God hath appainted 
ie ſhall be, Ver. 27. | 
5H, Your Reavenly Fathey knows you want | A 
q all tneſe Things. | | WW - 
6/hly, They that are ignorant of God, and of | 2.4 
his fatherly Cate and good Providence, that have | 
no God to care for them, they trouble themſelves [© | 
with thoſe Cares; therefore you ſhoul4 not do 
io, who have an Heavenly Father that dearly 
loves you. and looks after you. | \ 
tb. You have the Promiſe of the Faithful, 18 
Gcd, to have all Neceſſaries provided for you, 9 1 
© while you make it your Care to ſerve, pleaſe, 9 
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and truſt in Lim. Ver. 23. Al theſe Things bal 
be atded unto you. 65-4887 
Sch, We have no Cauſe to be thoughtful for 
Time to come, becauſe every Day brings Evil 
enough with it; and therefore it is no Witdom to 
perplex ourſelves with Cares, Ver. laſt. ' 
So again, Lute xxi. 34. Phil. iv. 6. Be care- 


ful fer nothing * Our Lord alſo ſhews us how 


prejudicial ſuch Cares are to'our Profiting by the 
Word . And expreſsly commands us, To caſt 
our Cares upon him, for be careth for us J. 


Fifthly, Deſprnd.ncy of Spirit, Dejectedneſs, 
D:ftruſt, Diſcouragement, are other Pieces of 
Heart-Trouble. Such as was in Dawid, Pſal. exii. 
3» 4. 5+ exliii. 4. xlii. 5. Caſting- down breeds 
Diſquietment, becauſe it ſprings from Pride, 
which is a turbulent Paſſion ; and every Thing 
that croſleth and diſappoints it, cauſeth a Com- 
buſtion in the Mind: When a Man cannot come 
down, and floop to that Condition that God caſts: 
him into, then he is diſcontented ; and this comes 
from his Pride. ll + 

A Chiſtian ſhould be very careful to * up 
his Spirits, when his Condition in the World 
falls down, Could we but bring our Minds to 
our Conditions, to like and be pleaſed with our 
Conditions; as being certainly perſuaded,” that 


our preſent Condition is beſt for us; it would be 
all as goed, all as well, all as comfortable to us, 
as if we cculd bring our Condition to our Minds ; 
for one of theſe muit be done, or elſe we ſhail never 


be free from Heart-Trouble while we live. Either 


Marl iv. 19. Þ Luke viii. 12. Pſal, lv, 22. 
Þ 1 Pet. u. 3. : 


FP On -w ̃ ²—ůÜd d TH ] — Ti 


1 3 3 i. AD PY 


* 


2 


in HEART-TROUBLE. 41 
our Minds muſt be brought juſt even to, and ſuit- 
ed and compliant to our Conditions, be it Sick- 
neſs, Poverty, Shame, Priſon, &c. or, our Con- 
ditions muſt be ſuited juſt even to our Minds. 


We have a Mind to Health, to Liberty, &c. we 
muſt have them, or- we are troubled. Now this 


latter is wholly and altogether out of our Power, 
we canno: add one Cubit to our Stature. It is the 
Lord that appoints all our Conditions for us; we 
cannot make our Conditions happy, honourable, 
Sc. of ourſelves, and without God: But the 


| former is in our Power : By the Help of God's 


Spirit of Grace, we may bring our Minds to 
our Conditions “: It is an holy Art, attainable 
in the Uſe of God's Means. Contentment in, 
and with our Condition, 1s the bringing of our 
Minds to our Conditions, to Ie even, and ſuit- 
able, and ſquare one wich the cther ; and this is, 
as I faid, an holy Art, attainable by Curutians, 


Fl Phil. iv. 11. St. Paul had learned it , and ſo 


may other Chriſtians. It is the Suitableneſs be. 
tween our Minds and our Conditions, that breeds 
Quiet and Content: And if we have not Quiet 
in our own Minds, all outward Comforts will 
do no more Good, than a Silken Stocking to a 
Scabbed Leg; or a Golden Slipper to a Gouty 


Foot. 


Now, it is only God that can, but never will 
(except in Wrath) bring any Man's Condition to 
his Mind; for then his Condition ſhould be 
changed almoſt every Moment; ſo mutable is 
Man's Mind : God will not bring the Condition. 
of the Wicked to their Mind (except in Wrath, 
as was ſaid;) for, as their outward N 

| | och 


*1 Tim. vi. 8. Heb. xii. 5. Þ+1 Tim. vi. 6. 
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doth encreaſe, fo do their Deſires after more : 
And the Wiſe Man tells us, Th: Eye is never ſa- 


dangerous Ex:reams he prays againſt ; the one is 
P:werty, that would breed Diſcontent, in that his 
Mind would be below his Co: dition, debaſed to 
vile ad ſinful Fractiſes, as Stealing, &s. The 
other is Riche; ; that would breed Diſcontent, in 


that his Mir.d would be above his Cord.tion, and 

that would lift him up to baſe Pride, and Forget- 

ſulneſs of God: Therefore be begs a Suitableneſs * 
ind aad Condi- 


and Con eniency between his 
tion: Fetd me with Food convement. 


Certainly, we ſhall never be free from Heart. | 


Ty ouble, till our Minds be brought ſuitable to 
our Conditions, and ſuch a Frame would prevent 
Cafting-dewn in Time of Affliction. To like 
our Condition. to be pleaſed and ſatisfied with 


it, and wich the Holy Will of God in it; that 
is, to be content, content wich Sickneſs, Po- 


verty, Shame, Priſon, Loſs of Relations and. 


Friends, Sc. In a Word, When our Milli lie i | 
even With God's il Jas is all Reaſon they ſhould). - 


and our Minds lie even with our Conditions, 
then have we inward Peace and Tranquility, 


* 


Quictneſs. | 


Eccliſ iv. 9. Bid v. 10. + I/a: lvi. In. 


E Qui. 


tisficd avith ſceing *. And the more they have, 
the more they crave. They can never have enough Þ. 
And for the Godly themſelves, they. are not ſo 
free from Covetouſneſs, as they ſhould be; but 
ſtill need to learn this Leſſon of Contentment, 
and to be learning of it all their Days. And | 
moſt commonly, if not always, God, by his 
Grace, brings their Minds to their Conditions: 
ar.d not their Conditions to their Minds. And 
tor this wo gur prays, Prov. xxx. 9 Two 
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Quictneſs and Contentment, and never till then: 
Then Skkneſs is as good as Health; and Poverty 
a> good as Riches ; and a Priſon, c. And this 
is that bleſled Frame ef Spirit we muſt labour 
for. and we ourſelves ſhall have the Sweetneſs 


of it ; Otherwiſe, ic is in a Man's Mind, as it is 


with the Body, when Bones are out of Joint “, 
there i nothing but Pain and Trouble; but this 
bringing of our Minds to our Conditions, is the 
Scteiug of the Bone again. Caiting down our- 
ſcives, De ſpondency. Diſcouragement, waich 
riie om Diicont nt, ar- great Pieces of Hart- 
T. ouble. 

This Diſtruſt of God's Providence is a grand 
Evil, when we thiak ve cannot live, unleſs we 
have a greater Portion of earth'y Things; and 
this ſets us upon carking Cares ; we know not 
how we and ours ſhall be provided for, &c. 
Now this we may cure, by caſting ourſelves upon 
God's Promiſes T. 1 Pet. v. 7. P. ln xxxiv. 
Ixxxtv. 11. Heb. xiii. 5. 


vers, and clothe Lillzes, and neglect his own 
Chi dren ? It cannot be imagined. | 
Farthly Things are but a vain Shew ; they can 
give us no Joy of H-arc, nor Peace of Conici- 
ence ; they cannot add one Cubit to our Stature, 
nor one Moxient to our Lives. | 
Moreover, this happy State of Mind is @ttain- 
alle 1. Eli had it, 1 Sam. iii. 18. and David, 
2 Sam. XV, 25, 26. It is the Id, let bim do 
what ſiemeth him good, Therefore let us labour 
for ſuch a Spirit; ſuch a contented Frame of 


Mind 


* P/al. xliii. 5. + Vid lv. 22. 
+ Pfal. xxxix. 9, Pil. iv. 1 2, 13. 


Let us caſt ourſclves 
on God's Providence: Will he provide for Ra- 


Inward Pcace. 
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Mind is worth a Kingdom: Without it Godlincſs 


itſelf is not great Gain: It maſt be laboured for; 
Paul ſaid, He had learned it; it was a hard Leſ- 
fon, but avert when learned. 

Fifth y, Perſicition may cauſe H-art-Trowble ; 
when Men are ended. Mart. xiii. 25, When 
Peter was an Offence to Chriſt, he was a Trouble 
to bim. Our Lord did on Purpoſe foriel his Dif- 


ciples what Perſccutions they ſhould undergo, - 


that they might not be offended Þ ; fore-wa: ne 1, 
fore-armd, It is a bleſſed Thing not to be of- 
fended at Perſecution for Chriſt, He. foreto!d 
his Diſciples, the Night before his Pon, that 
all of thzm ſt.ould be offended at him that 
Night +: Which came to paſs; for one of them 
openly dericd him, and the reſt for/oot him and 
fled. To. be troubled at Perſecution for Chriſt's 
Sake, is to be the Croſs of Chritt ; and that he 


would not have lis Diſciples to be by any Means, 


Mark vin. 38. 

Otj-&. But is it not ſaid P/al. cxix 165. Great 
Peace have thry that lowe thy Laas, and no bing 
{hail ind them? How then come the People of 
God to be offended ? 

1 anſwer, They that truly love God's Law, 
becauſe they love God, ſuch ſhall have Peace 
with God, and with their own Confcienees ; an 
that is great Peace, and nothing ſhall offend 
them; that is, much trouble them, ſince they 
have Peace with God, and with their own Con- 
ſciences : Outward Loſſes and Croſſes are eafily 
borne, they ſhall make no Breach upon their 
They that have this Character of 
God's 


Ged's Children, will not be flumbled at 
| : Diſ- 


Jabn xvi. 1. 


Matt xxvi. 31, 56. 
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Diſpenſations, let them be never ſo.croſs to their 
HDeſires *; becaufethey h. ve a God to fly unto in 
N all their Troubles, and a ſure Covenant to reſt 
upon: Therefore the Reproaches caſt on them, 
and on the Ways of God, do not ſcandalize 
them for they have found God in that very Way 
& which others ſpeak evil of; they are not fo of- 
fended by any Thing that atteads the Way of 
God, as to diſlike or forſake that Way. Never- 
theleſs, we muſt take bred that aue be not offended. 
* S:xthly, Temptations from Satan may cauſe 
8 Heart-Trouble and Vexation: Satan's Suggeſti- 
ons, his fiery Darts, theie tormenting Thoughts 
which he caſts into the Minds of Cariſt's Diſci- 
ples, create to them much Diſturbance an] Heart- 
Trouble. So ſoon as any Man is plackcd out of 
the Devil's Hands, by the mighty Power of 
Chriſt's Spirit, he falls upon him ſpeedily with 
all his Force, to trouble {ach a Soul and vex it; 
ſo that he ſhall enjoy little Peace if Sa- an can 
g hinder it. So long as the Devil keeps Pein 
in the Soul +, he keeps all in Peace, (a fad Peace ?) 
Bit when a /ro»ger than he comes, aud caſteth 
out this ſtrong Man armed, then Satan rageth, 
to recover his loſt captive Soul, and vexsth that 
Soul with all his Temptations: Bot let not this 
break your Peace, nor cauſe Heart Trouble. As 
Chriſt hath overcome the World, and therefore 
bids his Diſciples to be of goed Chear, John xvi. 
20 . ſo bath he alſo overcome the Devil; he hath 
trodden this Serpent under his Feet already, and 
this Prince of Peace will tread hin under your 
Feet al ſo ſhorily : Therefore, 4er nor your Hearts 
be irexble.!. | | 
Sevinthly, 


* Sam. xxiii 5. f Lake xi. 21, 22 


* 
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Caſe of Chriſt's Diſciples. 


troubled. 


Sometimes God doth but ſeem to hide his Face, F 
When God takes their 


' Iſaiah xlix 14, 15. 
earthly Comforts from them, and ſuffereth ſharp 


and bitter Afflictions to befal them; and though k 
they cry un'o him, he doth not remove them, ? 


then they think that God hath forſaken them. 
Sometimes God doth really forſake his People, 
as to the Senſe of his Favour, //atah liv. 7, 8. 
For a ſmall Moment haue I ferſuken thee. 
little Wrath I hid my Face from thee for a Momeng. 
And this is either by aui/h-ho/ding Comfort from 
them, which they cry for; or by withdrawing 
that Comfort from them which they had, Com- 
are P/al. li. 11. and Ixxvii 1, 2, 3, 23. Yet 


ere God ſupported and ſuſtained his Servant's | 
Times, when God's | 


Soul with Grace : Many 
People have Ja Comfort, they have moſt Grace, 


moſt Humility, Patience, Self -denial, Thirftings of- | 
Gods Peo- © 
forbi⸗ 
Sinfu. 
x Dyed 


ter God, Heatenly-mindedn/.. &Cc. * 

le may loſe the Senſe of his Love, but never 
| loſe his I ove, for that is everlaſting. But to loſe 

the Senſe of his Love, 1s a grievous Trouble ta 
a gracious Soul, that hath taſted and felt the | ove 
of God and his Favour ; for their great Happi- 
neſs is to have the Favour of God: In his Fawour 


0 Pal. IXXX. 3, 7. 19. Bid lxxxiti. 3. 


Seventhly, Deſertion ; another, (and not the 
leaſt) Piece of Heart Trouble; this may be the 
We read of the Saints 
complaining that God had forſaken them; and 
when he hideth his Face, they cannot but be 


In a 


himſe] 
this d 
indeec 


cution 


. Spirit 


is Life, and his Lowing-kindneſs is better than Life: \ Cauf 


This is the Joy of their Lives [ P/a/. cxix. 135,] . 

which David ſo earneſtly prayed God for, Now | 

fſuch 8 
1 


whic] 


18 
ol 
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ſuch as found this, muſt needs be troubled when 
they loſe it. 
Two Things chiefly cauſe God to hide his Face 
from his People. 6 | 
1. When their Hearts are too much ſet upon, 
end carried out after earthly Comforts ; fleſhly 
Delight, and Confidence in earthly Things, pro- 
Fokes God to hide his Face: Wnen a Man fſmil s 
o much on the World, and gives it ſo much Room 
In his Heart, God frowns, and is offended, that 
che Gz/7 ſhould be ſo much loved, and the Giger 
Jo neglected and forgotten. 
2. When their Hearts are let out too little after 
od, and there grows a Strargengſi between God 
and them, and they begin to grow cold, dull, 
and dead in Duty, then God withdraws and hi es 
himſelf *, compared. But no Affliction like this; 
this diſquieteth and dejecteth the People of God 
indeed. And as all the Candles in the World 
cannot make it Day when the Sun is ſet; ſo all 
the Comforts in the Wo. ld cannot rejoice ſuch a 
Soul, nor can there be any Day in ſuch a Soul, 
until the Sun of Rigbiteouſusſi ariſe there with 
Healing in his Wings f. 
So much for this Third Par:icular, ſhewing 
what this Heart-Trouble is, which our Lord here 
forbids his Diſciples ; namely, Warldly Sorrow, 
Sinful laviſh Fear, Diſtracting Care, Deſpondrncy, 
7 Deyefeancſs of Spirit, Diftrujt, Offence at Perſe- 
© cution for Chriſt's Sake, Satan's Iemptations, and 
Spiritual De/ertions ; all which may either be the 
2 Cauſes, or the Parts and Pieces of Heart - Trouble, 
which muſt be avoided. _ / 
e 


as Cant. 2, 3», CF) 6. T Mal. iv. 2. 
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The Fourth Particular to be opened, is to ſhew, our Fa 
That Believing in God and in Chriſt, is the beg vent f 
Antidote againſt this ſinful Heart-Trouble : Chriſt Mixed 
propoſeth 1t as a ſpecial Remdy. his W. 


9 eſt. But how is it ſo? Alſc 
Auto. To anſwer this, I ſhall endeavour to , a R. 
ſhew theſe Three Things. | Th 


1. A hat this believing in God it, which our to ſu 
Saviour here grants that they had: Ye believe in pf al 


 GoJ. ' Ko do, 
2. What it is to believe in Chriſt : Believe alſo and F 
in Me W EY dantly 


3. How that this Faith acted on God and Chriſt, Creat 
is the beſt Remedy to prevent and cure Heart-Troy- $12. / 
ble. in all thoſe ſeveral Parts of it I have men- May he 
tioned, "ER o to 
i. What this Faith in God is? Briefly, the exceed 
Apoſtle tell us, Heb. xi. 6. It is to believe that of the 
God is, that there is a God, an [rfinite, Frrft, Ichat bi 
and Beſt Being; to believe that God is That, All Ithee. 
that, which He hath revealed Himſelf in his will g 
Word to be, wiz That He is an A/l-Jufficicat, Pola nc 
Almighty, Only Wiſe God; a Righteous, Gracious, Inite, | 
Mer ciful God ; an Hoh God; a Loving God. iving 
He proclaims his Name Himſelf, Exod. xxxiv. Tower 
6, 7. The Lord, the Lord God, Meraful and hy G 
Gracieus, Long-ſuffering, and abundant in Goodneſi thy G. 
and Truth, &c. To believe that He is avonder ful wilt be 
in Counſel, and excellent in Working * : That He erely 
is the Father of all Mercies, the T'rue and Faith- And tr 
ful God, the God of all Grace, and of all Confola- W acc: 
tion : With many more admirable Attributes of Wurlel: 
God doth the Scripture furniſh us, that we may build hooſe 
5 | our 
a. xxvili. 29. T 1 Jobs iv. 16. 2 Cor. A.-F 
i. 3. Heb. Xu. 9. - Fames i. 17. - M72 
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dur Faich, and place our Truſt in Him, to pro- 
went Heart- Trouble, and to cure it when it hath 
Wired on us. Whatſoever is revealed of God in 
his Word, that true Faith bekeves. 

Alſo this Faith in God, is, To believe that H- 
+ a Rewarder of them that diligently ſeek hin. 
That He being God A!/-Juffcient, He is able 
to ſupport, to ſupply, to deliver his People out 
pf all their Troubles; and that He is willing ſo 
o do, as well as able, for He hath promiled ; 
and He is a Rewarder *, a God that will abun- 
dantly. plentifully reward all his ſuffering Ones: 
Great all be their Reward in Heaven, WM 1! 
12. And to believe God to be a Rewarder, is to 
lay hold on his Covenant, wherein he promiſeth 
ſo to be: Iwill be thy God, thy Shield, and thy 
exceeding great Reward, Gen. xv. 1. The Sum 
pf the Covenant is, I will be thy God: What is 
chat but this, I will do 4% that to thee, and for 
thee. I will be a Sun and a Shield to thee +; L 
ill give thee Grace and Glory, and will with- 
bold no good Thing from thee. | that am the Inſi- 
nite, Firſt, and Beſt Being of all Things, the 
Living Fountain of all Mercy, the Original of all 
Power and Goodnels ; I will be a God to thee, 
Thy God, thy Father, if thou wilt take Me for 
hy God, and place all thy Happineſs in Me, and 
wilt become my Servant, and give up thyſelf ſin- 
Fcerely to Me, to ſerve and obey, to love, fear, 
Sand truſt Me only. This is to believe in God, 
o accept of God for our God, and to yield up 
purſelves to him to be his People, /. lvi. 46. to 
booſe the Things that pleaſe Him; to give our 
Ws CG Hearts, 


C A Cor. xv. 58. Rom. ii. 6, 7, 10. 
+ 2 Cor. vi. 17%, Fal. lxxxiv. 12. 


— . — . = og hs 2 
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Hearts, ànd Become his Servants, as Dewut. xxvi. * 
19, 18. And ſo God propoſed himſelf to Abra- | 75 
ham; whett he called him, Gen. xit. 1, 2, 3. asay 
Rewarder ; and more fully, Gen. xv. i. I am 
thy Shield, and thy exceeding great Reward ; and A 
fo Abrabar's Faith was to act on God, fo mani- 7 
feſted : Arid, Gen. xvii. 1. I am God Ail-ſuffcs tt - 
ent; All. ſufficient to ſapport thee in thy Way and 
Work, and All- ſufficient to reward thee in the G 
Bnd, therefore be thou upright and faithful“; P. 
let not thy Heart be troubled, whatever Dangers' & V 
and Difficulties thou meeteſt with in my Way and H 
Worle, and what Lofles foever thou ſuſtaineſt for Pr 
my Sake; believe, Abraham, I am God All-juffici- I N 
ent; I Will ſufficiently reward thee, thou ſhait be 7 
no Lofer by following and ſerving Me. Alſo: | ©? 
Moſes v Faith had an Eye to the Recompence of Re- 
wr, Heb. xi. 26. And that you may ſee that 
this is not egal and mercenary; our Lord Jeſus 
— wag this as an Encouragement to his Peaple. 
att. v. 12 Great is your Rewnrd in Heawin | 
And he himſelf took Encouragement from it, as be 
Heb. xii. 1, 2. For the Jey that was ſet before the 
him, &e." © | | ; 
80 that this is to believe in God, to believe Oe 
that God is really and truly, He is A that which 
he revealed Himſelf to be. and to believe that he 
is a Rewarder, Sc. This Faith in God. Chriſt 
took for granted that his Diſciples had; J beltews 
in God Ye believe that God is, and that He 13 a 
Rewarder of them that diligently ſeek him. And 
if ye believe this, /et not your Hicarts le troubhids Þ 
be not afraid nor dejefted, but act your Faith in 
Gd, and ſeriouſly confider what God that is in 
| whom 


* Prov. A. 18. Pal, Will rt. 
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whom you believe ; and believing alſo your nte- 
1 in that God, that He is your God; this God 
2 Al lf cient is your God, you will have no Cauſe 
roubled : Your acting of Faith bn God, 
Sa God; will prevent and cure your Heart- 
e and that theſe ſeveral Ways. 
. Fig. More Generally. 
le that believes in God as his God, believes 
God is always preſent with him, according to his 
Promiſes “. In the worſt Times God 4 * 
with his People. And can there be any Cauſe of 
Heart-Trouble to ſuch Souls .as have always the 
{ Preſence of God With them, whoſe Preſence 
a | makes Hraven,. and in whoſe Preſence i is Falln:f, of 
Je, and at whoſe Right- band ars Pleaſures for 
evermore | ? Surely, Beloved, this will prevent 
Heart-Trouble, when a Soul can act his Faith, and 
firmly believe it. God is always 50 with his 
People, and that for gracious urpoſt 8, {and not 
as a bare Spectator ;) to proportion aud meaſure 
out their Afflictions to them, that they may not 
be above their Screngib, nor more than ned f. All 
the Afflictions of God's People are meaſured by the 
Hand of a moſt Wiſe, moſt Mereiful, and Gracious 5 
God : All the Malice of Men and Devils cannot | 
add a Drachm to the Weight, not a Drop to th _ 
N MNieaſare, beyond God's Appointment.” He is pre- «3 
Tent to order and fix the Time of our Sufrings . i - 
is an Hour of Temptation : It is Our loving Father by 
that ſets up the Glaſs of the Time of our Troubles; 4 
He appoints their B.ginning: their Duration, their | 
End; He holds the Glaſs in his own d, All the 
Wo Dawes 


= ” xli. 10. Bid xliii. 2. Heb. xii. 5. 
14 Pſal. xvi. 11. Þ.1 Cr. x. 13. 1 Pet. 
Ja. xXvii. 8. 6 | 
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Powers on Earth cannot bring Trouble on us, 
'till the Hour come, till the appointed 't ime, 
nor continue our 'Troubles longer than his Time : 
The Rod of the Wicked hall not reſt on the Lot of 
the Righteous . God is preſent to mix ſome Com- 


forts F with the Croſs, thereby to allay the Bitter- F 
neſs of it; preſent- to ſupport the Soul with in- 
ward Strength, Fſal. cxxxviii. 3. Then firengthen-\ p 
eft me with Strength in my Soul: Preſent to ſanctify 


Afflictions for Good, and at length, in his good 
Time, whica is the beſt Time, when He bath 
perfected his own Work in his People, He is pre- 
E for their full Deliverance. 


A True Believer in God hath always a God to | : 
go unto: O what a Comfort, what an Happineſs | 
is that! He dwells in the Love of God, as well Þ 


in Affliction, as out of it; he may be caſt out of 
his happy Condition in the World, but never out 
of the Favour of his God: This, believed by us, 


will cure Heart-Sorrow, Heart-Fear, Heart-Care, 
all 7 Dejectedneſs, Liſquierments, 4. 


and Di ions whatever. Faith acted on God, 
the Almighty, All ſufficient God, and our God, 
always preſent with us, is the Sovereign Antidote 
againſt, and the beſt Cure of all Heast-Trouble, 
* cxlii. 1, 2, 3, 4. there are the P/z/miff's 
Troubles; and Verſe 5. there is his Cure; cried 
unto thee, O Lord ; thou art my Refuge and my 
Portion in the Land of the Living. So Pfal. exliii. 
4. 6, 8. his Spirit was overwhelmed with Trou- 
ble; but he cried to God, and truſted in him, 
and that Was his Relief. His Tru/ting in God was 
zu high Exerciſe ef his Faith 1. I his kept Da- 


vid 


fal. cxxv. 3. + Rev. iii. 10. 1 N.. xxv, 
15 16, 17. Jod xxxi. 12, 13. 1 : 


vid from ſinking under his great Diſtreſs, 1 Sam. 
XxX. 6. He encouraged bimſeh in the Lord bis 


God. | 

| Thus in General. 
More Particularly, I ſhall endeavour to ſhew 
What there is in God that a Believer's Faith fe:ch- 
Serh Virtue from to cure his Heart-Trouble in his 


preateſt Diſtreſs, even under the Lofs of the Per- 
onal Preſence of his Beſt and Deareſt Friends on 


Diſciples in the Text, 3 

Firſt, That in God which Faith looks unto, 
and fetcheth Comfort from, is, his ſweet and 
od (pracious Nature. Gad is Love, the very Element 
Go Pf Love. 1 Jahn iv 16. and his gracious Name, 
n Fhich diſcovers his Nature, Exod. xxxiv. 6. The 
if ard, graciaus and merciful. Wen he gives to 
it is People, he gives in Love; when he takes, he 
s, Fakes in Love. Now,” when a Soul believes that 
e, |Þl! is from Love, and all in Love, he is ſupgort- 
s, fd. When a Man can believe that all his 1 rou- 
d, ples come to him from the Father of Mercies, 
d, Ind his Hather in Cariſt. he cannot but bear them 
te Patiently. 7+ bi/icwe in God, ſaich Chriſt. Ye be- 
e, eve wat God loves you, therefore iet not your 
yp, Hearts be træubled . 

2 2% But how ſha!) I know that God Ibves 
> e, when be affhets me:? oF: 

;5 | i antwer, When we can diſcern that we have 
u- {ceived any Spiritual Benefit by any Affliction, 
m, Ie may certainly conclude, that the Love of 
as Nod was in that Affliction *. Fury is not in God 
4 Wards his People +, and ne intends nothing but 
vid C 3 | our 


„ U.. xi. 6, 10. + Iſaiah xxv iq. 
ſeeat. viii. 2. | v4 
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arth ; for ſuch was like to be the Caſe of the 
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our Profit; all his Deſigns are for our Good, to 
purge away our Sins *, to wean us from the 
World, to Uraw us nearer to himſelf, to humble 
us, to try us, and to conform us to Chriſt , to 
prepare us for Glory, c. Now, ſeeing God's 


Deſigns are ſo much for our Good, we muſt con-. 
clude, That ali our Afflictions proceed from his 


Love; and when we find any of thoſe Deſigns 
accompliſhed in n-, and on us, and that we have 
received rea Spiritual Gcod by them, we ought 
to be ſtrengthened in our Belief. that God hath 
cori ected us in Love; fo that Faith acted on the 
Love of God in our Afi:tions, will prevent or 


Cure our Hear t-Treuble. Our Lord told his Diſ. 


ciples, That the Father had lowed them, John 
SF. 

Secondly, Faith ated upon God's Glorious 4t- 
tributes, will fortify againſt Heart-Treuble. 

Fir, Upon his Al. ſaſfciency. Ye believe that 


God is Ali-ſufficient f, in, and of Himſelf alone; 


every Way able lo ſupply all Wants, to make up 
and repair all Loſſes, to ſatisfy all Defires, tc 
ſuſiain under all Burthens, and that without al 
earthly Comforts : For, how elſe are the Saints 
in Heaven happy, who have none of theſe eartþl 
Enjoyments ? Ye bel eve this, act your Faith on 
it: He muſt needs be All- ſufficient who made the 
World; and all Things in it, and upholds it t 
this Day: He that owns all Things, and is Po 
ſeſſor of Heaven and Earth, He it 1s, that is you! 
God, your Father; act your Faith on Him, anc 
be comforted. : 8 


Second; 


® Fob xa11..20, f 2Co.w: f. 


1 Gen. II. il, 
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Seconaly, He is Almighty ; you believe this. 
50 Chriſt bath told his Diſciples, All Things are 
palſeble to God. He can break the hardeſt Heart, 
and can bind up the moſt broken Spirit: He 
can make up the greateft Loſs. We are bept by 
the mighty Pexver of Ged *, Oh! how ſafe is 
that Man, that is in the Love and Covenant, 


and that lies in the Arms and Boſam of the A.. 


mighty Gad +. He can bring Light out of Park- 
neſs, and make the greateſt Le to proye the 


\greateſt Gain . He hath the Keys of the Grave. 
To him belong the uss from Death |. All Power 


belongeth to Hin; not'aing is too hard for Him. 

Thirdly, His abſolute Sovereignty and Supre- 
macy : All Souls are his, Exek. xvii. 4. He 
gives, He takes, who can hinder bim! May he 
not do with his own what pleaſeth Him? Ye be- 
lieve this. Hath He not a Right in all the Works 
of his Hands? May he not 4% % of all as He 
wa_?s | 2 
-  Fewrthly, His Unchangeablencſi. God is in ane 
Mind, the Thoughts of his Heart fland to all Ge- 
nerationg. He ſets Bounds to the Sea, to the: ; 
Life of Man, and to all the Comforts of Life; 
the Number of his Months is with Gad“. Be- 
lieve this. 

Fifthly, His Wiſdom. God is enly Wife, the 
Fount in of iifdom. He doeth all he doeth. in 
infinite * iſdom. He is wiſe in Heart, and woxk- 
eth all Tings according to the Counſel of his 
Will. He knows what is beſt for us; when 
to give, when to take, and what will do us molt: 


C4 \ Good. 
»I Pat. i. 3. J Deut. xxxiii. 27. Job ix. 
12. 1 Matt. xix. 25. Gen. xviii. 14. 


5 Jol viv. 8 1 Ibid, xxl. 1.3, 144. 
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Good. Believe this, And let not your Hearts be 

rreabl:d | 
Sixthly, His Righteoufr fs. All his Ways are 

jeſt and equal: Yea, when Clouds and Dark- 

rcis are round about him, (his Providences to- 

wards us dark) yet then Righteorfurfi and Judg- 


ment are the Habitaticn of his «Throne, God, 


the Judge of the Worle, can do no Wrong: 

Believe this of God, and it will quiet your 

Minds. d 
Lafily, His Foithfulnefs. In very Faithfulre ſi 


thou Loft affiifed me, ſaith holy Dawid. Pial. cxix. ' 


75. He bath promiſea, he wiil with-hold no 
good Thing from his People“: Now he ſces 
and know: that Afflictions are good fer them, 
good for th ir Souls; his daily Rod is good for 
tkeir Souls, as his daily Bread is good for their 


Bodies. I bereſorè te brings Afflictions on them, 


and ſol makes good his Promiſe to them. O!] be- 
deve this, and let nat your Hearts be troupled. 
Certainly, Faich ated on God's Attributes will 
ſupport under the greatett . Strokes, and moſt 

grievous Loſſes. | N 
Thirdly, Faith acled oa the Covenant of Grree. 
God's everlaſting Cover ant will help to, ſup- 
rt under Trouble. Ye beliewe in God; that 
od hath made a Covenant with you, to be- 
come your God, Fer. x1. 33. 1 will be your 
Ged, and ye ſhall be my Pecple This is infinitely 
more, for God to become our God, to give him- 
ſelf to us, then if he had ſaid, Tavill give you Crowns 
and Kirgdems, Sons and Daughters : When God 
' faith, / wui// be your Gi, he faith, I will be Al 
that to you, and I will do All that for you, and 
. beſtow 


* Pſal. Ixxxir. 11. 
r 
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» | beſtow Al that upon you, which a God can be, 
or do, and which ſhall make you moſt happy for 
ever. I will give you nen Hearts, give you my 
. Spirit; I will give you Grace here, and Glory 
- hereafter. This acting of Faith in God's Cove- 
- nant, ſupported Dawid in his greateſt Troubles 3 
5 2 Som. xxiit. 5. a notable Text: When the Lord 
, had made Breach upon Breach in his Family, this 
1 comforted him, That God had made with kim an 
everlafling Covenant. That he was in Covenant 
with God ; that God was his God in Covenant: 
x. This ballanced all his Loſſes, and repaired all the 
0 Breaches made in his Relations: 'Fhough his Fa- 
es | mily was waſted and blaſted, this — all, 
n, | That be was in Covenant with Gad. | 
or This is the Language of Faith: If God be 
ir my God, if I be his Child, born of him, recon- 
n, | ciled to him, pardoned, juſtified, ſanctifſied, in 
e- Covenant with him, why am I troubled, though 
d. be give me neither Health, nor Wealth, nor 
ill Friends, nor Relations? Have I not enough, in 
oft having God to be my God © Is not God more 
than All? But if God be not my God, I have 
ce. Cauſe enough to be troubled then, conſidering. 2 1 
p- the Danger 1 am in; and my Trouble for this, ' 
at } Mould ſwallow up all other Trouble. For ſurely, 
de- either God is mine in Covenant, or he is not: 
rf he be mine in Covenant, then, theugh he 
ly break my Family, make Breaches upon all my 
m- earthly Comforts, yet he will not break his Co- 
en, venant, P/alm lxxxix. 32. and fo long Lam, well 
od enough, If he leave me neither Son,, nor Daugh- 
Au ter, if he ſtrip me of Friends, Eſtate, Liberty, 
ad Health, &c. yet he remains my God ſtill; and fo _ 
tows long it. is well enough: It cannet be ill with a 
Man ſo long as God is his : Ye believe this. 
| - WS Four b 
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Fairthly, Faith adted upon the Word of God, 
will ſupport the Soul: Ve believe God's Word, 
the Word of Truth, Palm cxix. go. This is my 
Comfort in my Afiittion, thy Word hath quickened 
me. So Verſe 92. Had not thy Law been my De- 
bght, I had periſhed in my Afﬀiidtion. | 


| | Firft, Confider the Word of Precept : As, in 
4 the Text, it is Chriſt's Command, Let not your 
7 | 


43 


9 „ 


Hearts be troubled; many ſuch Commands we 

have in Scripture, as, Not to fear, nor be caft 

| Aon » Sorrow not as thoſe who have no Hope * ; 
s and ſuch-like: Now, Faith applies ſuch Com- 
8 mands to the Soul; I muſt 8805 troubled in my 
Heart, God forbids it. Why, muſt we not pro- 

tane the Sabbath, nor Swear, nor Lie, &c. but 
becauſe God bath forbidden theſe Evils ?. So here; 
God hath forbidden us to be troubled, and hath 
commanded us to be quiet, patent, contented, 
ſubmiſſive to his Will in all his Dealings; thus 
we ſhould urge God's Command on cur Souls: 
Yea, we are command ed 10 be ſo far from trou- 
bling ourſelves, when Afflictions befal us, as that 
we muſt count it all Fry when we fall into divers 
Temptations ; and io rejoice in Sufferings; fox, 
*l-{ſed is the Man that endureth Temptation, James 

11. | , 


Setondiy, Conſider the Word of Promiſe; 
ny excetding great and precious Promiles are in | 
the Word of God, which are as a full Feat for | 
Faith to feed wpon. God promiſeth to be our ; 

God; io be with us in the Fire, and in the Wa- f 

n 0 , ter 3 


* 


Ma- 


* e iv. 1%, 14. 1 Pet. h. 43. 


* 


— 4 


? 


ter; to ſupport and ſuſtain us *; to lay no more 

upon us, than he will enable us to bear +: Laar 

ail Thirgs fpall werk tegether for our Goad, Rom. 

viii. 28. and what can we deſire more? There is 

no Trouble that can befal vs, but we may find A. 

Promiſe ſuitable to it: And aithful, is, be that 
„. 24th promiſed, who alſo will do it . And Why 

n haih the Great God ſo wonderfully condeſcended: 

” 10 popr.Creatures, as to. make ſo many {weet.Pro- 

e mites, -Which are recorded in the Holy Scriptures, 

2 but for this; That the Heirs of Promiſe might” 

3 bade ſtrong Conſolation | 3 and that their Hearts. 

A might not be troubled ? 5 VE 


- Thirdly, The Word of Threatning, Matty x. _ 


+ KS © 


it - He that loveth Father or Mather, Son or Daughter, 
e, (ſo Husband or Wife) more than Me, is not wor- 
-h thy of Me, ſaith Chriſt. Now, By our immode- 
d, rate Sorrow for the Loſs of theſe, we manifeſt 


218 our immoderate Bove of theſe ; We ſhould conſi— 

1 der, that when. theſe are removed, that Chriſt 

a- remains ours ill, and with us ſlill; our Relation 

at to him is not broken, ; and Chriſt Will. be inſleack 

15 of All, and better than All to us; and this ſhould. * 


"A keep us from Heart-Trouble. _ | 3 | 
DV 7777! rg Hun Yr os ge RNE ; 
\ Fearthly, The Examples of God's Saints in tha: ' OY 
Warld. We ſhould conſider alſo, what a famous: 2 
a- Example is Abraham, who was content to part 


in with his Jaac at the Command of God; his only. 
or San; the Son of his Old- Age, the 8on of the Pro- 
ur mie, in whom. all the Nations of the Earth were 
a- | | be Bleſſed; yea, content to lay his own Haads 

415 eee 7 ts upon. 


I xl; x0, Xii. 2. + r Cr. X. 13. 
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upon him, to ſlay him, and burn him; but when 
he was tried, God ſpared him *. The Way to. 
keep our earthly Comforts, is to be willing to 

art with them, when God calls for them: So 

ki, when very ſad Tidings were told him, I 7s 
the Lord, ſaid he, let him do what ſeemeth him 
good F. 80 Aaron, when that heavy Stroke fell 
upon him, that both his Sons were ſtruck dead 
upon the Place for their Sin, and it may be, in 
their Sin too, it is ſaid, Aaron held his Peace J. 
So Feb, ſtripped of all his Friends at once, The 
Breath of his Wife was firange to him. And Da- 
«id complained, That Lover and Friend was put 
far from him. Now, we ſhould conſider theſe 
Examples, and ſet Faith a-work on them, and 
know, that it is our Duty 2 be Followers of them, 
«who through Faith and Patience inherit the Pro- 
miſes, Heb. vi. 12. | 


© Fifihly, The Word of Experience. David tells 

us his Experience, and faith, It was good for him 
that he had been affiited. And many Chriſtians 
living, can, and do. bleſs God for their Afflie- 
tion ; and that God, by taking away of their 
Relations from them, he made more room in 
their Hearts for himſelf, and communicated more 
of himſelf to their Souls: Thus by acting of 
Faith upon the Word of God, we may gain Sup- 
port, and be preſerved from Hcart- Trouble. 


© Sixthly, Faith acted upen the Vert of God, 
will {ſupport under Heart-7rouble, Ecclel. vii. 13. 
Confider the Work of Ged. Faith looks to the 

he Work 


IT d. A 
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Work of God ; who it is that killeth ; who it is 
that taketh away: Who can ſtop, or mend, or 
hinder his Work? This quieted David's Heart, 
when the Stroke of God was heavy upon him ; 
J opened not my Mouth, becauſe Thou didft it“. It 
is the Lord, He hath done it. It is He that doth 
whatſoever He pleaſeth. 


Seventhly, Faith ated on the Vill of God. 
Faith reſigns up all to the Good and Holy Will 
of God: So did our Lord Himſelf ; Nor my Will, 
but Thine be done ; and ſo we pray continually, 
Thy Will be done : And therefore when it is 
done, our Hearts muſt not be troubled. 


Laſßh, Faith acted on the gracious Ends and 

Defigns of God in affliting us, and removing our 
earthly Comforts from us, will prevent Heart- 
Trouble. God hath Holy and Good Ends, which 
Faith looks unte; God aims at our Profit, as 
Heb. xii. 10 Such Ends as theſe: | | 


1. God's End is, to diſcover and purge away 
our Sins, {/aiah xxvii 9. By this ſhall the Iniquity 
/ Jacob be purged; this is all the Fruit, to take 


away his Sin. 5 


2. To try and exerciſe our Graces, 2 Xxxili. 
10. 1 Per. i. 6, 7. Rev. ii. 10. 


3 To crucify our Hearts unto, and to eſtrange 
our Affeclions from the Things of this World |. 
Pal. xxxix. * 2 Sam. xii 23. 


+ "Luke xxii 42. 4 Matt. vi. 10. 
: þ Gal, ii. 20. — 
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4. To draw our Hearts nearer to bimſeif: 
Therefere many Times God takes away our 
earthly Comforts from us, becauie they had too 
much of our Hearts; and becauſe they lay be- 
tween God and our Hearts, and kept us at a Di- 
ſtance from him. d be fragt ts 


5. To beſtow greater, and better Mercies upon 
vs. God never takes away any Dariing-Comfort 
from his People, but his Deſign is, to give them 
a better in the room of it; as in the Text, Chriſt 
leaves his Diſciples, in regard of his bodily Pre- 
ſence, becauſe he would fend the Comporter to: 
them, which ſhould abide with them for ever, 
Fe bn xiv. 16. 


6. To make them Partakers of his Holineſs, 
Het. xii. 10. | | 


J. To fit and prepare them for that far more 
exceeding and eternal Weight of Glory, 2 Cor: 
iv. 17. Theſe are God's holy and good Ends in: 
eAiftiny his People, unto which Faith looks, and 
ſo ſuppo:ts the Heart. 5 
Thu: you fee,” how Faith acted on God in theſe: 
Particulars, will prevent or cure all our Heart 
Jreulles: Faith acted on the ſweet and gracious, 
Malu e of God; He is Love, all Love; on his 
glorious, Attributes, his All. ſufficiency, his Omni po- 
tency, his abſolute Sowereignty, his Unchangeable- 
"yh, his Miſdom, his Righteoujneſs,. his Faithfulneſs ;. 
aith acted on God's gracious everlaſting Cove-- 
nant,'\on the Word of God, on the Word of Pr 
cept, of Promiſe, of Threatning,, of Example. of 


Expericnce ; and Faith acted on the Wark of God, 


an the Vill of God, and on bis holy Endj in all 
| wo 
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his Chaſtiſements. I ſay, Faith ated on God. 
will exceedingly ſupport under all Trouble Let 
not your Hearts be truubled ; ye believe in God. S0 
much for this Firſt Particular: And before | en- 


ter upon the Second, 1 ſhall make ſome ſhort Ap- 
plication of this, | | 


APPLICATION. 


Fir, It follows hence, That Heart - Trouble un- 
der the afflicting Hand of God, argues the Head- 


1, if not the Want of Faith. All thoſe Sorts 
of Heart-Trouble, and the Parts of it which 1 


have mentioned, as, Heart-Sorrow, B#ldly Sor- 
rew, Immoderate Mourning, Sinful Fear, Vexati- 


Difturbance of Mind, Diſiratticn, Dijection, Dif- 
ceuragt ment, and the like; all theſe flow from tne 
Want of Faith, or, at leaſt, from the Weakneſs 
of Faith in God. We do. not believe in God; 
we ſee the Cauſes of our Troubles, they are moſt- 
ly in ourſelves, even our Uzrbelief. Whatever we 


| — we do not belfeve in God: If we could 


ut believe in God, aur Hearts would not be 
troubled. O! our want of Faith ; let us heartily 
ment it, and cry to God for Pardon through 
we Blood of Chriſt. If our Hearts be troubled, 
where is our Faith in God? What doth Goa, 


and all that is in God, ſignify to us? What are 


we the better for all that infinite All- ſufficiency 
and Goodneſs that is in God, if we do not act 
Faith upon it? Our Heari-Troubles world be 
cured, could we act Faith en Ged as we ought 
to do. 5 
Immo- 


ency of Spirit, being offended, 


1 > — — » — 
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Immoderate Sorrow then is very unbecoming; 
Believers in God. If we will prove ourſelves 
Believers in God, let us diſcharge ourſelves from. 
Heart-Trouble, and let us draw our Conſolation 
for our Hearts by Faith, from all thoſe comfort- 
able Conſiderations” of God, and from all thoſe 
abundant Excellencies that are in God : O let us 
labour for Faith, and act it; let us live in the Ex- 
_—_ of it, and then ſurely we ſhall had Com- 

ort 1 | 

S:cordly, Let us all labour to get an Intereſt in 
Ged. by Faith in Jeſus Chriſt “, that ſo we may 
be able to look upon God as eur God; and then 
we ray claim an Intereſt in All that God is, and 
in all that God hath , ard ſo ſhall we have no 
Cauſe of Heart-Troutle in any Condition. For 
if God be ours, all his Attributes are ours, his 
gracious Covenant is ours, his Word and Promiſes 
re ours J. All is ours; therefore ſhould we la- 
bour in this above. ail Things, ſpending all .our 
Thoughts, Affections and Spirits upon this. O 
let us lay hold on God and his Covenant; let us 
chuſe him for our Portion, and reſign up ourſelves 
unfeignedly to him, terminating and centring all 


our Deſires, Hope. Love, Delight in him alone, 


placing all our Happineſs in him, and then com- 
mit all to him / hom hawe I in Heaven bud 
Thee? and there is none upon Earth that I defrre be- 
ſides thee,” Pial. Ixxiii. 23. | 


The Second Queſt ion. 


Secondly, What is it to believe in Chriſt ? For, 
faith he in the Text, Believe alſo in Me : It is God 


| | 1 
* Gal. iii. 26. / 1 Sam. XXX. 6. 
1 P/al. xxxi. 14. 
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in Clriſt that we muſt. believe in; not in God 


without Cbriſt, not iu God out of Chriſt, but be- 
lieve in God in Chriſt. | 

Now, what this believing in Chriſt is, I ſhall 
e deavour to ſhew ; looking up to the Father of 
and io the Author and Finiſher of our Faith for 
Light and Aſſiſtance. 

In general: It is to believe all that whic is re- 
vealed in the Holy Scriptures concerning Chriſt; 


to believe the Record that God hath given ot him 


in his Word, as 1 Johr v. 10, 11, 2, 13. To 
believe that Jeſus Chriſt is the eternal Sen of God ; 
that He came out from the Farther; was made 
Fi: * ; was born of a Virgin; lived on Earth in 
the Form-of a Servant +, a poor delpicable'Life ; 
preached the Goſpel, working Miracles, fc. 
that He ſaffered upon the Crois 2, with all the 
Sins of his People upon his Soul and Body ; that 
He bore the Curſe of the Law, the J/rath of 
God., which was due to Man for Sin || ; that He 
died a moſt painful, ſhameful, and cruel Dearh, 
dying as a Sacrifice, to ſatisfy God's Juſtice, to 
atone and pacify his Wrath, to make our Peace, 
and to reconcile us to God 9: That He roſe again 
from the Dead, aſcended into Heaven, to prepare 
a Piace there for nis People; that He ficteth at the 
Right nand of God everlaſting, to make conti- 
nual Jaberceſſion for us“; and that He ſhall come 
to judge the World at the Laſt Day: And while 
he is abſent from us in Perſon here on Earth, he 
promiſed to ſend his Spirit, the Comforter, into 

| the 


* John i. 18. + Heb. ii. 14. 7 N. 
M88. In. liii. 5 Col. i. 21. 22. 23. 
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the World, to convince and convert all thoſe 
which his Father hath given kim; to call them by 
his Word, to quicken, ſtrengthen, ſtabliſh, com- 
fort and confirm them until He come again, to 
take them to Himſelf, that where He is, there they 
may be alſo *. This is the Record that God bath 
given of his Son; That whoeſvever belieweth in 


Him, fuld not periſh, but have everlaſting Life +. 


Now, to believe in Chriſt, is to believe all this 
Teſtimony of Him. And alſo out of a deep 
Senſe of our Sin and Miſery, and Sight of Chritt's 
infinite Excellency, All-fufficiency, and Willingneſs 


to fave Sinners; and upon his Call to us in the 


Goſpel, to come unto Him weary and heavy laden 
with our Sins 1. heartily willing to accept of the 
Lord Jeſus upon bis own Terms; to take Him for 
our only Lord; to give up our whole Selves, 
Souls and Bodies, to his Bleſſed Government by 
his Word and Spirit in all Things; and unfeign- 
edly and unreſervedly to enter into Covenant with 
Him, to become hie, and his alone, and his for 
ever; and to rely upon Him for Life, for Grace 
and Salvation; this is to believe in Chriſt |||. 
Thus believe in Chriſt, and iet not your Hearts be, 
froubica. The acting of this Faith on the Bleſſed 
Jeſus, is a finguiar Means to prevent and cure all 
Hart- Trouble, all Hearr-Sorrows, Cares. Fears, 
Vexations, Deſpondencies, Dejectioas and Di- 
ſtractions whetfoever, that may ariſe in our Hearts, 
by reaſon of any Loſs, Croſs, Diſappointment, 
Diſtreſs or Affliction that may befal us. If we 

h | can 


„Falun xvi. 1. 2. Jhidxiv. 3. + i i. 
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can but thus believe in, Chriſt, and reſt and rely 
upon Him, and truſt in Him, our Hearts ſhall 
not be trouble. * 


Quaſt. Nut abbat is that in Chrift which Faith 
muſt act upon, to »ffe4 this Cure of Heart: Trouble 
when Afiiftions come pan us ? 


Hrfw. $uch-like Things (as I ſhewed before) 


as are in God for Faith to act upon, which are 
theſe that follow : 


Firſt, Faith muſt be aQed upon the. loving, 
ren! ſweet Nature of Jeſus Chriſt. Our 

ord jeſus is of a moſt loving and ſweet Nature; 
He is Love indeed ; the Son of his Father's Love, 
and altogether Lovely *. His Thoughts of us 
who believe in Him, were Thoughts of Love 
from everlaſting F All his Words are ſweet, his 
Mouth is moſt ſweet. O what ſweet Language 
doth he give his Church! My Dove, my Love, 
my Fair One, my Siſter, my Spouſe, &c. He lowed 
us, and gave himſelf for us T: Lived us, and 
ed us in his Blood . He is One of our Va- 
ture, our Kinſman, our Husband, our Fith:r, our 
Elder Broth-r, &c. So that, if there be any 
Love in the Head to the Members, if -any in the 


Father to the Child, if any in the Husband to the 


Wife, or in any near and dear Relation. then ſure 
there is Love, ſtrong Love in ſeſus Chriſt to all 
Believers ; for in Him is the Love of all Relati- 


ons, and therefore he expreſſeth it under all :heie ' 


Relations. He calls us his Ee &: He is of a 
| moſt 


Cant. v. 16. TJ xxxi. 3. 
ii. 20. ] Rev i. 6. 9 Bid. 
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moft merciful Nature, full of Bowels of Com- 


paſſion, and cf tender Mercies . It would be 
endleſs to expreſs the Loving Nature of Jeſus 
Chriſt to poor Believers ; which, when a Believer 
duly conſiders and ponders upon, it cannot but 
ſupport him under all Heart · Trouble. 


Act your Faith on Chriſt as yours , your 
Jeſus, He that died for you, He that ſweated 
great Drops o Blocd for you in the Garden, 
wreſtling and grapling with his Father's Wrath 
for you, in your Name and Stead, there, and 
upon the Cioſs 1 Conſider, that this your 
dearcit Jeſus, now in Glory, knows your Souls 
in Adverſity |; He ſeeth all the Troubles of 


your Hearts; He ſyn pathizeth with you in all 


your Afflictions; His Heart now in Heaven, 7, 
touched awwith the Feeling of your Infirmities on 
Earth, Hes iv. He hath Humane Nature ſtill, 
though glorified. He feels our . Loſſes: Croſſes, 


Paine, Sorrows; his Heart, his moſt tender Heart 


is affected; O that we could but believe this! 
and thus confider with ourfelves : Here I ſit ſoli- 
tary as a Widow, or Widower, or Childleſs, or 
Fatherleſe, or Friendleſs; my Family is broken, 
I feel Painz and Sickneſſes; I am deprived of 
my Liberty; my ſweet Relations and comfortable 
Friends ate laid in the Duſt ; I have none about 
me to counſel or eomfort me; I am brought low 
in the World, my Eſtate is diminiſhed, my Ho- 
nour and Reputation loſt, my Pleaſure gone, my 
Fleſh faileth me, my Strength faileth, Lovers and 


Friends fail me, Oc. Such, Complaints we are 


apt 


* Luke Xi. 4. + John xv. t Gal. ii. 20. 
Lu xii, || P/al. xxv. 16. Ja. Ixiii. 9. 
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apt enough to make, and it may be, worſe than 
theſe: My God hath forſaken me, he hides his 
Face from me; I am compaſſed about with 
Temptations, ' fad, dejecting. and diſtracting 
Thought: ; I am perſecuted, baniſhed from Houte 
and Home, all my outward and inward Comforts 
fail me. Theſe have been the Caſes and Condi- 
tions of God's deareſt Servants, as Job, Dawid. 
Se. But yet let not your Hearts be troubled for 
all this; J. believe in God; act your Faith on 
God, yea, and act it on Chriſt alſo: Believe in 
Jeſus, look up by Faith unto Jeias, your dear 
Lord; whatſoever, whomſorvir you have loſt, 
you have not loſt your Jeſus, your beſt Friend, 
your heavenly Husband ; you have his Heart, 
his Bowels towards you ſtill “; you have his 
Eye, his tender watchful provident Eye upon you 
ſill ; you have his Ear open to your Cries tall ; 
yea, you have his everlaſting Arms underneath 


you, to ſuſtain you ſtill +, or elſe you would 


fink: Oh then, act your Faith upon the ſweet 


Nature of Chriſt, as your Head and Husband. . 


Can a Mother forget her ſucking Child, that ſte 
ſhould not have Comprſſiin on the Son of her Womb ? 
Poſſibly ſhe may: But can Jeſus forget thoſe whom 


he died for, and trayailed for ? No, no, he will 


not hide his Face for ever; he will never forget 
his People. Your Maker is your Husband ; and he 
is the Father of Mercies: | 
If we read theſe Things, or hear them read, 
and do not apply them to our own Souls. by 
Faith; if we do not meditate on them, and let 
them fink down into our Hearts ; if we do not 
pray earneſtly that the Holy Spirit would ng 
em 


. Jab vii. 17. P/al. xxxiv. 15. +16 x]. . 
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them Home, and lay, them cloſe to, and fix them 
upon our Hearts; they will do us no Good, yield 
us no Comfort; therefore meditate on them, ap- 
ply them, and act Faith upon them. | 


Secondly, We muſt act Faith upon the many 


precious Attributes of Jeſus Chriſt; all which 

will afford to Faith much Matter. of, Support 

under all our Heart - Troubles whatever. And 

ome are exceeding many ; I ſhall mention only 
e. 


Fir, Jeſus Chriſt is our Alvocate with the 
Father, 1 John ii. 1, 2. One that undertaketh 
for us to plead our Cauſe in that higheſt Court 
of Heaven: If a Man be ſued in Law, or be ac- 
cuſed of any Crime in any Court, it is a great 
Privilege to have a Sollicitor there for him, that 
is skiiful and faithful, and powerful with the 
Judge in that Court: Jeſus Chriſt is lach. an Ad- 
vocate, or Sollicitor, for us in Heaven *; he 
will plead our Cauſe, and he is Wiſe; he is the 
Mi ſlom of the Father ; he is a great Goun/ellor, 
and the only Counſclior ; none elſe. can plead in 
that High Court; and be is moſt faithful, be is a 
merciful and faithful High-Prieft in all Things per- 
taining to God T. He appears for us in Heaven, 
Heb. ix. 24. When a Man is indicted in a Court, 
and hath none to appear for him there, he is in a 
bad Caſe : But all poor Believers are in a better 
Caie ; they have a Bleſſed Aavocate to appear in 
the Preſence of God for them: He continually 
preſents his Bleed, his Sacrifice to the Father for 

| Mz 


Hb. vii. 25. - FT Prov. xxiii. 11. 1 Cor, 
1:14 Jai vi. 9. + Heb: ii. 17, . 
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them; and it is his Will, to have that Sacrifice 


accepted” for our Juſtification and Sandification *., 
Chriſt prevails ſo with his Father, that he always 


heareth him, Jobn xi. 40. Now, if we can act 
Faich on this Bleſſed Advocate in Heaven, who is 
there always Pleading for us, ever living to 
make Interceſſion for us 4, preſenting himſelf 
before God as our Sacrifice and Prop'tiation; 
when Men accuie us, and our own Conſciences, 
when we are deprived of cur near and dear Rela- 
tions, diſtreſſed with Pains and Siekneſſes, p:nched 
with Wants and Neceſſi ies; | ſay, then for us to 
act our Faith on this. precious Advocate at the- 
Right-hand of God-for us, interceeding ihere for 
us; one who knows and feels all our Miſery, it 
muſt. needs be a great 8 pport and Relief to us, 
and the belt Remedy againſt our Heart - Trouble: 
O that we could act Faich ſtrongla on this our 
Advocate 

To have a Friend in Heaven, and fuch a Friend, 
ſo Wiſe, ſo Powerful, ſo Faithful, ſo Merciful, 


ſo ſenfibly affected with all our Miſeries, ſo Ten- 


der, ſo Able, fo willing to Hear and Help us; I 


ſay, this is infinitley better than all the Friends 


that ever we had, or cotid have on Earth: And 
this Friend ever liveth, and mak etch continual In- 
terce ſſion for us. And as this is Matter of Com- 
fort in gaſe of Suſtering, ſo. in caſe of Sin too. 
1F any Men fin, we haue an Aduocate awith the 
Father, Feſus Chriſt the Righteous; end be is the 
Propitietion for our Sins, 1 Ichn ii. 1, 2. Faith 
atled on this Bleſſed Advocate, is the beſt Remedy 
againſt Hzart-Trouble, in caſe both of Sin and 


Suffering. 2 140 
' Second , 
* Heb. x. 10. 


+ Rom. iti. 25. 
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Secondly, Jeſus Chriſt is Bread from Heawen 
the true Bread for Souls, the Bread of Life, the 
Water of Life, Jobs vi. 35, 48, 51. New, 
when peor Saints are fed with the Bread of Af- 
fliction, and with the Water of Adverſity, let 
them look up to Chriſt, and act Faith upon him; 
he will be Living Bread, Life-giving Bread, Liv- 
ing Waters to their Souls, to revive their droop- 
ing, and to refreſh their fainting Spirits. By act- 
ing Faith on this Bleſſed Jefus, the Fountain of 
Living Waters, their Souls thall be ſo fatisfied, as 
that they ſhall never hunger more, never thirſt 
more *, (that is, inordinate/;) after the Things of 
this World. When your Souls want Strength to 
bear yeur Burthens, want Comfort in your Di- 
ſtre ſſes, act Faith on this Jeſus, this Bread of 
Life, this Water of Life, and you ſhall be r- 
freſhed ; you ſhall have Joy and Peace in Beliet- 
ing, Rom. xv. 13, | 


* Thirdly, Jeſus Chriſt is called rhe Sn of Rig! 
reouſucſs, and the bright Morning Star, Mal. iv. 3, 
Rev. xxii 16. He is the Fountain of Righte- 
ouſneſs and Life, as the Sun is of Light; he 
hath Healing in his Wings. He was wounded 
for our T ranſgreſſions, that by his Stripes we might 
be healed . He was appoineed 7 heal the broken- 
' hearted, Luke iv. He awill heal our Back-/lidingy, 
Hof. xiv. 4. He is the Great Phyfcian; He 
can heal all our Spiritual and Bodily Diſeaſes. 
His blood is an healing Blood; his Spirit an hea'- 
ing Spirit; his Promiſes healing Promiſes f. He 

a 


* John iv. 14. Did vi. 36. 1 1/a. ii. 4, 


Did lxi. 1, 2. Eſal. chi. 3. Ibid. evii. 20. 
+ Lid cxii. 4. 
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He hath All-healing Vertue in him; he is the 
true Brazen Serpent ; could we but act Faith og 
this Jeſus, we ſhould be healed of al! our Diſeaſ-s. 
He is the bright Morning Star. We are in Dark- 
neſs, Clouds and Darkneſs upon our Spirits ; 
many dark Providences befal us; we fee not our 
Way many Times, and know not what to do: 
Now, let us a& Faith on Jeſus, he will brin 
Light out of Darkneſs : We are under blac 
Fears and Sorrows, and all is dark Night ſome- 
times with us : But if we can look up to this 
bright Morning-Star, he will a re our Dark - 
neſs “, he will ſhine upon our Hearts, and ſcat- 
ter all thoſe Clouds, and 'give us a joyful Morn- 


ing. 


Fourthly, Jeſas Chriſt is called, The Captain of 
the Lord's Hofts, Joſhua v. 11, 15. and the Cap- 
tain of our Salvation, Heb. ii 10. He hath the 
Command of all the Creatures; for he is H-ad 
over all Things F, over Men and Devils: 4/7 
Poaber in Heaven and Barth i; his f. O! if we 
could but act Faith on this Almighty Jeſus, our 
Hearts would not be troubled for any Thing: 
What can hurt us ||? What ſhould we fear? 
Our Bleiſed Jeſus, our Saviour, or Husband, 
commands all Things F ; He rules. and over- 
rules all Things : Ne Creature, no Man, no 
Devil, can act any Thing againſt us, without 
our Lord's Leave: Believe in this Captain “, 
and iet not your Hearts be troubl-d He will 


tread Satan under your Feet fort, F He will 
: D make 

* T/aiah l. 10. T Eph. i. 21. 1 Matt. 
xxvüii. 18, | Rom. viii 31. $ C2! i. 16. 


* Rom. xvi. 20. f P/al. cx, Rev. xiv. 4. 
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make all bin and our Encenics his Portfcal. 
Let us look by Faith unto our Captain, and 
keep our Eye on him, and follow hint where- 
ſoever be goeth : Let us make him our Loader, 
855 by Faith in him we ſhall be more than 
onqueiors *® Hz: hath overcome the evil 
and the World for us, and be will overceaie 
all Corryptions, . Fears and Sortow: in us, and 
will ſhortly ſe: his Crown upon our Heads, 
Chriſt is the Captain of our Salvation; and in 
ingi-g of many Sons to Gliry, he zb, made 


pete through Suffiring . Act Faith in bim 


who, hath perfecicd our Salvation for as; that 
ork. is done, and it was through Suffering f, 
to teach us to be willing to ivffer alio, to 
walk in his Steps; for in the Way of Suf- 
ering he entered into his Glory; and the very 
fame Way will he bring all his Sons and 
Daughters unto Glory : So that while we are 
uffering for him, or from him, if we be his 
Childten J, (which we may know if we have 
is Spirit) we are in the right and ready Way 
to Glory. And then have we any Cauſe to 


let our Hearts be troubled with finful Fears, 
Care and Sorrows? Have we any Cauſe to 


be caſt down and diſcouraged, while we are 
following our Captain, Arc making ourfelve 
conformable to him, travelling the fame Way 
to Heaven that he went there, the ſame Wa 
to Glory, the Way of Reproach, Shame, Grief, 
Sorrow, Fear, Poverty, Perſecution, 'I'rivula 
tion, Deſertion, the ſame Steps that our Lord 

. a wen 


* Rome. viii. 37, + Heb. ii. 14. Joba xvi 
33. 11 Pet. ii. 21. Luke xxiv, 2H. || Rom 
viii. 9. Cal. iv. 6. 
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went to Glory? O] that we could but till 
keep. our Eye, on Jeſus, ard often confider 
what Way He went to Heaven; and He be- 
ing our Captain, we ſhould ſhew ourſelves. his 

od Soldiers, and be content to go the ſame 


ay. 


Fifthly, Jeſus Chriſt is called the Conſolation 
of lirael, Luke ii. 25. A ſweet Name indeed, 
He is the only Perſon that brings true Com- 
fort, being the Fountain and Spring of all Con- 
ſolation ; that One of a Thouſand “, who gave 
himſelf a Ranſom for us. He it is that com- 
forteth his People in. all their Tribulations . 
He it is that ſpeaketh and giveth his Peace to 
his People; and when he giveth Peace, none 
can cauſe Trouble. And it is his Promile, 
That when he hath broaght his People into the 
Wilderneſs of Fears and Troubles, that they 
know not which Way to turn, that then he 
will ſpeak comfortably to them; will ſpeak to 
their Hearts, as the Word in the Original ſig- 
nifies, Ho/. ii. 14. | N Aim 


L. might largely ſhew here, That Jeſas, Chriſt 
is the Cor/olation of his People many Ways: 
As, By his coming from bis Father into; the 
World, to become our Surety, to undertake for 
us, to take our Sins upon lim, and to make 
his Soul an Offering for our Sins ; and by 
his Blood to purchate our Remiſſion. O how 


comfortable is a Surety: to one that is A reſted, 
Indicted. and Arraigned ! How comfortable is 


D-2 a Re- 
* Fob xxxiii. 23. + Epbeſi i. To we 
J Rev. iii. 17, 18. IRS 
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a Redeemer to a poor miſcravic {© aptive ! Haw 
comfortable is a Pardon to a cond: ned Males 
factor ! All this is Je/as to bis People, and in- 
finitely more. He is Go/d to make us rich, 
White Ratment to cover our Naked, Eye» 
Salve to make us fee: He is 1 , the Light 
of Life, the Fountain of Life of Spiritual and 
Eternal Life; no Life but hy him And he 
hath aſſured us, Tha: = hyſoewer com:th to him, 
and belicueth in him, ſhall have rweriaſiing Life, 
and ſhall not come int» Condemnation . He is 
. e in all our Aflicthions F And is not 
This a comfortable Confideration ? Ali his Pro- 
mies are as ſo many Breoffs of Conſo ation; 
all his Ordinances, Means of Conſolation; his 
_- Word, a Word of Conſolation ; yea, his Rod of 
Affliction, as well as his Szag, is bleſſcs for 
the Comfort of his People |. He hath alſo 
2 to ſend his Spirit, the Comforter, to 
is People, to abide with them for cher J. Yea, 
Chrift himſelf makes this his own ſp:cial Work 
alſo, to comfort them that mourn, Iſaiah xi. 2. 
and hath % ed thoſe that movrn *; that is, 
with Gcdly Scrrow ; For, ſaith he, thy foal 
be comforted. 2 | 


How greatly then doth. it concern us to be- 
lieve in this Jeſus, the Conſolation of 1/-ae! ; 
to look by Faith to this Fountain of Comfort, 
look to his Ofice, look to his Word and Pro- 
miſes; beg him 8 to ſend the Spirit, the 
| r, into your Hearts: Look co ſeſus 

| alone 


- John v. 12. T Thi iii. 16, 36. I Va. 


iii 9. | P/al. xxiii. 4. $ John xvi. 7. 
Matt. v. 4 - | 
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alore tor ail Comfort, and draw from this 
Spring by Prayer, Faitn, and Meditation all 
Supplięs of Comfort “; and /et not your Hearts 
be troubled. | | 


Sixth Jeſys Chriſt is called a Counſellor, 
Iſa. ix. 6 He is moſt Wiſe; e is the Wiſe 
dom of the Futh.r : In him are id all the Trea- 
fures of Wiſdom and Knowledge t; yea, he is 
made of od our Vidom, 1 Cor. 1. 30 S9 
that ' when we are in Doubts and Darkneſs, 
perplexed with temptations, and know not 
what to do; when we are under ſad and dark 
Providences, and know not how to interpret 
them; when we are under various Exerciſes, 
and know not how to anſwer God's Deſigns 
in them, nor how to improve them; wien 
we are in the Dark, and know not the Mean- 
ing of God's Diſpenſations, nor the Deſign of 
God in them ; now are our Hearts troubled in 
all ſuch Caſes; but here is our Remedy, this 
is the Courſe we. muſt taxe: Act Faith now 
upon Jeſus, he is iam; he is a moſt wiſe 
and faithful Counſellor, we may freely open all 
our Caſes and Conditions to him; he will not 
deſpite us, nor deceive us; we may ſafely truſt 
him with all the Secrets of our Hearts; and 
Jet us labour by Faith to truſt him tor Coun- 
ſet in all Caſes ; let us wait for his Counſel, 
truſt to it, and et not your Hearts be troubled. 


Seventhly, Jeſus Cariit is a. Redeemer, that 


is his Name J: He came into the World on 
| D 3 this 


„ Rem. xv. 4. f 1 Cor. i. 14. Cl ü. g. 
t Job xix. 25. Jaiab xix. 25. Ibid lvi. 20. 
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this very Lin i, to redeem his People, to ro- 
deem them from all Iniguity, Tit. ii. 14 from 
this proſent evil Merld. from cur vain Conde ſatirns. 
He bath ſhed bis precious Blood to purchaſe 
us, We: are bought with à Price , we are 
none of our own, we are Fes, the Purchaſe of 
his Blood; and we may be confident that he 
dearly loves us, for he dearly bought us; and 
if ne had not dearly loved us, he Would not 
have given himſelf for us, Gal. ii. 30. That 
was the higheſt Teſtimony of his Love; He bud 
us, and avaſhed us from our Sins in his Blood F. 
And He will redeem us from the Wrath ta 
come. O then! let us act our Faith on our 
ſweet Redeemer, as Job did in the midſt of 
all his Troubles; 7 4:oww, faith. he, that my Re- 
deemer liveth, &c. So may every Believer ſay, 
Although my, Friends and deareſt Relations die, 
my Credit and Eſtate dies, though my out- 
ward Comforts all die, this ſupports me, That 
% Redeemer limit | ; and this our Redeemer 


is mighty, mighty to ſave, able to ſave to the 


uttermoſt, Heb, vii 25. ; 

Therefore let us act Faith on our dear Re- 
deemer, and upon his Redemption ; that 
ſhortly, the Day of our full Redemption will 
come, when we ſhall be delivered fully and 
for ever from Sin, Satan, and the World; from 
all our Burthens. Fears and Sorrows, Tempta- 


tions and Tribulations. 


1 2 5 I might 
* 1 Cor. vi. 20. 1 75% i. 10. + New. i. 6, 
1 Pl. xix 14. Prov. xxiii. 11. Luke xxi. 8. 
El. i. 14. Heb. ix. 12. | 
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1 migh: mention many other ſweet Names 
and Titles of Jeſus Chriſt, which would be 
Food for Faith io feed upon; es, That He 
is the Everlaſting Father *; He hath Pity and 
Compaſſion for all his poor Children, and 
Power to help them, being the Father Almighty, 
and hath a Portion for them too; He is their 
Portion , ard, bath provided for them an In- 
heritance-incorruptible, und: filed, and that fadeth 
not away {| : He is the Prince of Peace; He 

iveth Bo Peace to his People, even that Peace 
that the World can neither give to them, nor 
take away from them ||. When He ſpeaks 
Peace, none can cauſe Tronble &. He is our 


Peace *, and hath made our Peace with God; 


and it is He alone that ſpeaketh Peace, and 


creates the, Fruit of the Lips Peace, Iſaiah lvii. 


19 He is allo our SH; therefore * 
Deawid, IA gl atent nothing, Plal, xxiü. 1. He 
is 2 Founlgin ofencd ; a Fountain of Light. Life, 
Love, Grace, and Truth He is the Head of 
bis Body the Church, The Husband,' the Brides 
green, bis P-ople are his Members, his Spouſe. 
He is the Er of all Things, In Him de. 
lth all Full.gs. He is the King of Saints, the 
Rock of Ages. Yea, He is All, and in 4K. 
Ot Peloves , bad we but Faith to act on this 
Bleſſed. Jeſus, and on theſe his moit "ſweet 
Names. and gracious Attributes, oer Hearts: 
would not be. troubled, into what Condition ſo- 
ever we were brought. Could we act Faith on 

„en! ö D +; p bs NA9 3:3 Jeſus, 


"® Ja ix. 6. | Pal. Citi $3. Lan. iii. 24. 
1 * Per. i. 4 Jobn xiv. 37. Xvi. il. 
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(118, as our Head, Husband, and Father, who 
« All Fullnsfs. All in All ; could we doubt of ' 
having all ſeafonable Supplies from him? Let 
our Faith but apprehend. apply, and appro- | 
riate Jeſus as our Fleſied Head, our moſt 
ear Hosband, and then confider in earneſt 
Who He is, and What He is; how mighty, 
how full, how loving, how full of Pity, how 
compaſſionate, -tender-hearted. and kind; how 
ready to help, how engaged to us by many 
Promiſes ; and can we then take up ſuch un- 
worthy Thoughts of Him, as to think he hath 
forgotten us? Will He not timely ſupport and 
ſupply us? Hath He fed his Blood for us, 
and will He forget us, can He forget us? 
Are not all bis People as dear to him as the 
Apple of his Be“; Surely, it is our Want, or the 
Weakneſs of our Faith, that cauſeth all our Hea: t- 
Trouble. O my poor Seul ! h x comfortably might» 
eft thou live, if theu cc ulaſt live by Faith ? Lord, 
4 belirwe ; help, flrengthen my Faith. Could we 
but apply and appropriate Chriſt to our Souls, 
and act Faith upon theſe precious Names of 
Chriſt, which are not ſo many emfpry Titles, 
Which are ſometimes given to Men; but they 
are real Repreſentations of that moſt dear Love 
and tender Affection, of that ſpecial Care, Mer- 
cy, and Loving - kindneſs that is in Jeſus to- 
wards all his poor © hi:cren, that they might 
draw out the iame for their ſtrong Conſolati- 
on ; and that they might truſt in Him, and 
not deſpond nor be dejected. Thus, if we can 
believe in, Jelus, ar Hearts fall not be trou- 


0 ; * Thirdly, 
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7 Thirdly, F al th ated on the Covenant of Grace, 
wherecf Chriſt is the Meaiator, and upon all 
his exceeding great and precious Promiſes , 
will prevent and cure all Heart - Trouble, Be- 
lieve in the Bleſſed Mediator of the Mao Co- 
venant,' Who hath undertaken, not only on 
God's Part to ſee that his Part be performed 
to us, but is alſo become our Surety ft; un- 
dertaking for us, and by Himſelf, to fulfil the 
whole Law of God both actively and paſlively ;. 
to fulfil all Righteouſn fi ſor us, and by his 
Spirit to fulfil the Conditiohs of the Covenant, 
working in us Faith, Love, Obedience, and all 
Orace Te - - e 5 
In this Senſe, God hath given Chriſt to be 
a Covenant to us. J xliii. 6. And his Blood 
is the Biood of the Coymant |, by which he; 
reſcueth poor Souls that were Priſoners te Sin 
and Satan, out of the Pit" of Deſtruction, Zech. 
ix. 11. By this Covenant, upon Christ's ſhed- 
ding of his B ood. as a Sacrifice for Sin, and 


his performing all the Work of Mediation, and 


upon our feceiving of Him, and believing in 
im, as he is offered to us in the Goſpel, 
God is pleaſed to promiſe to become our 
God, our reconciled Father 5. to on. alk 
Sins, to give us his Spirit, and all Grace here, 
and Glo hereafter “. Now, Chriſt our Bleſ- 
ſed Mediator, hath perfectly fulfilled all chat 

Hieb. viii. 6. Xii. 21. Ez. vii. 22. 

1. 2 Cor. v. 19, 20. Mute. ik to. Nom. i 5. 


U. 18, 19. * i. 
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God required for us, and in our * and 
Stead “ ; that is moſt certain, for he finiſhed 


the Work that his Father Save bim to do 13 


and he hath made many ſweet Promiſes to us 
That he will ſend his Spirit into our Hearts f, 
to work Faith in us to receive Him, and to 
apply the Merit of his Blood to us, to fanc- 


tify, and renew us thereby ||: And hath pro- 1 


miſed, That whoſoever cemes unto Him. He will 
in no wiſe coſt eut F. And all that ſhall come. 


unto Him, ſhall FAR Reſt to their Souls. . 


That a,] belirweth. in Him, ſhall be ſaved ; 

That He will keep them, and none fhall pluck 
them cut of his hand. That He wilt raiſe, them 
up at the Laſt Day T. Aſſuring us, That He 
is gone to Heaven, as our Forerunner, to pre- 
pare à Place for us there; and that He wyill 
Came ggain, aud tale as. to Himſelf, that where 
He 15, there Be may be 4005. Now, if We can 
but act Faith on this Jeſus, and on the Cove- 
nant, wheteof he, wk the Mediator, and on his 


Promiſes, apply ing t e relying. en them, | 


our Hearts ſpall {2 be, troubled. 
Beſides, Let. us co nhger, there is not a a Paſ- 
ſage of Providence 125 God to us, Pu it. 
CUES throu h the Hand of this Mediacer, 1 Cor. 
viii. 1 Thirgs.. e. ty : Him: Put what 
you will in the Hand of a Mediator, and in 


bis Power, it mp ft 7 eds turn co che Good of, * 


hir for we 4s A e a, Ns W, to 


” * Je lv. 3 ul. 3 11. Jer. xxxi. 
bs PT be 1 Tele hg 6. 8. 
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Jobn x. 28. 
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ſupport and comfort us in, : all qur Troubles, 
let us f 'T'wo Things. 50 S152) 
10 A * dom ni. id 

1. This Mediator fleps in between God's 
Wrath and” us; in all our Afflicttuns, that no 
Fury or Effects of it may break * forth from 
God on His People, for whom be is the Me- 
diator, chat nothing but Fatherly Love may be: 
in the Chaſti! ment; and if Love ſend the Af- 
| . Aion, whatever it be, to try and purge. (Ox 
| thete cat be no Hurt in that Affliction: Again, 
| Our Mc:ratgr interpoſeth, either to hold off the 
Smart or to Hay und mitigate it, that u ſhall 

not able, Do. Vi. 23. no, nor hurt. 


7 


= 


, Rep in to uphold us, and to Bengek- 


7 en our Weeknels, enabling us to endure, Phil. 
iv. 4, 17, 13 Te, was the Mediator that did 
b ſtreng hen 2 "The Lord ftood by me, and 
g resg thin. 4 me, ſeid he: Faith acted on this 


Bleſied Mediator, eyeing him, and believing that 
our Afflictions come through his Hands, even 
through his who loved us, and died for us 3 
our deareit, Friend, and who hach all Power in 
Heaven and Earth, maſt be a Mighty app 


to us in all our Troubles. x 


c. ? | 

4 Fouribly, Let Faith be ry on "the Word 
a of Chriſt zalſo: Ve believe the Word of God, 
f | believe the Word of Chriſt alſo: His" Mouth bs. 
o 

K 


— 


Ffceet None but gracious Words proceed, 
out of- his Mouth. Grace db poured into 
bis Lips +; "and he poured: out Grace in all 
. his Words : _——— TR. 
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Grace, Words of Peace and Salvation. Hear, 
him ſpeaking moſt fweerly, Matt. xi. 28. Come 
unto Me. all, ye that are weaty and heavy laden, 
and I will give you Reft. O what ſweet Words 
are theſe! Ho! every one that thirfleth, come, 


ye to the Waters and drink, without Money, and 


without Price, Iſa. lv. 1, 2. am the Way, 


the Truth, and the Life *®. Behold, I jtand at. | 


the Door and knock ; if any Man hear my Voice, 
and open the Door, 1 will come in and Sup with 
Kim, and he with Me. This is but a Taſte 

thoſe ſweet Cluſters of moſt refreſhing Grapes 
which hang upon the Boughs 'of the Goſpel : 
Le: us take frequent View of what lies upon 


Record in the Evangeliſts, and often read over 


the manifold Promiſes of Grace that fell from 


the ſweet Mouth of our Bleſſed Lord, and 


meditate, and ponder, and conſider of them, 
act our Faith upon them, and we ſhall find 
Comfort in them; his Words drop as an Ho- 
ney - comb, His, Words are Spirit and Life. 


More particularly, 


Hh, Our Faith muſt be added upon Chriſt's 


Word of *Prec/pt, his Word of Commend in 
Time of Trouble: Fear not him that can Ai 
the Body, but Him that can caft beth Soul and 
Body into Hell T. Fear none f theſe Things 
aul ch thou fhalt ſuffer J., Let not, your Heart 


| be troubled, nor let it be afraid. Rijoice when 

Men fall perſecute you , &c. In Patience pof- 

Jef. ye your Souls J; with many ſuch, Now, 
C 111 : ova 


© * 7. bn xiv. 6. © + Luke xii. 4, $20.” 
| K.. ii. 19. | Math v. 7. 
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Chriſtians muſt yield up the Obedience of Faith 

to ſuch Commands, and urge them upon their 
Hearts, charging themſelves to obey them, ſay- 

ing, O my Soul! My Lord hath forbidden me 

to fear, to be troubled, te be thoughtful, to 

be dejected, c. He hath commanded me to 

| patient, yea, to rejoice in my Suffering * : 
He is my Lord, and I muſt obey him. I 
| muſt keep his Sayings, or elſe I cannot be his 
Diſciple +: If i keep his Commandments, he 
will manifeſt himſelf to my Soul, his Father 
will love me, and He will love me, and they 
both will make their Abode with me ; for it 
is his Promiſe, John xiv 21, 22. Say thus, 
O my Soul ! Jeſus Chriſt is my King and my 
auw-ovver, | muſt obey him; He is my Pro- 
phet alſo, and I mul hear bim in all Things 
who!tſoever he ſhall ſay uuto me T. I have taken 
him for my Lord as well as my Sawiour ; for 
for my King to rule me, as well as for my 
Feſus to ſave me, for my Prophet to teach 
me, as well as for my Prieſ to ſatisfy for me. 
O my Soul! conſider, He is the Author of Eter- 
nal Salvation only to thoſe that obey him. Thus 
apply ing the Commands of Chriſt to ourſelves, | 
and urging bis Authority upon our Hearts, it 
will heip us to bear up under our Troubles. 


Secondly, Act Faith upon the Premiſes of 

Chrift, of which ſomewhat was ſaid before. 

He hath promiſed to be always with us, to 

Ii ſend the Comforter, to manifeſt himſelf unto 

us; that He will net break the bruiſed Reed, 
* Pobn xiv. 15. xv. 12, f Matt. vii. 24. 1 

1 dy iii. uy. n W | KP 
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1 nor quench the ſmoaking Flax *: That be will 


give us an Hundred - fold for all our Loſſes 
| for his Sake, That he will gather us with 

== his Arm, carry us in his Boſom ; that he will 
| hear our Prayers; that he will give us a Crawn, 
a Kingdom, everlaſting Liſe, with many. more. 
O] could Wwe act our Faith upon his precious 
| Promiſes,” and lie ſucking by Faith on thoſe 
78 full Breaſts of Conſolation, aud draw by Faith, 
1 Prayer, and Meditation, from theſe Weil: of 
x Salva ion, we fhould find fweet Support under 
all our Trodbles. | Woe rt 
1 Thirdly, Faith adted on the Word of Threat- 
ning, may pt a Stop to Heart. Trouble: Jeſus 
Carift Rath dreadfully threatned thoſe that love 
Father or Mother, Son or Daughter, more than 
. Him, or their own Lives; and thoſe that are 
4 aſhamed of lim, or his Word; and thoſe that 
| 0 fall from Him, and hear his Sayings, and do 
3 them not; and thoſe that are fruideis Branches, 


Fourthly, Faith ated on the Examples in the 
Word of Chriſt, eſpecially his own Example, 
Learn of Me, ſaith he, for 1 am meek and lowly: 
in Heart 1. He was a Lamb, dumb beforg the 
Shearers ; and we muſt follow his Steps. We 
| have alſo a Cloyd of Witneſſes, the Examples 
| li | Mz. of the P rimitive Chriſtians, who bore all their 

ö 


a 


[41 Troubles with Patience and holy Courage; and 
4 , we are exprelsly commanded to be Followers 


5 Matt. xix. 29. Ja. xl. 11. + Matt. x. 
Luke xiw. 26. Mark viii. 38. Tohn xv. 3. 


va | 37- 4 wo 3 | 
"i t Mat. xi 29. | F. i. 21. 


4 * 
0 * 
* 
. 4} « 
k * 
* 
U 75 t - 
- is 4 4 
' ' , 
„ a; 14 
1 pa 
_ 0 0 
z 
l - 
- 


* 4 


NGO, SS HO LAWZY2S 


by 


3 „ 6 „ 
* 5 * 


r rr „ 


in HR ARA Sun. 8 
of them who through Faith and Patience in- 
herit the Promiſe . I hus Fajth acted on the 
Word of Chriſt, will help againſt all Heart- 


0 2. ' 


' F}bly, Faith -aRted. on the Work of Cariſt, 
will either prevent or cure Heart-Jroubl. And 
that again, If Faith be acted upon the Work 
He: hath done for. us already, and upon the 
Work, He is now doing for us in Heaven, and 
upon the Work He is now doing in us on 
Earth, and upon the Work He cui d fer 
us, and in us, and upon us at the Laſt Ley: 
All which Works of Chriſt, if we act our 
Faith on them, we ſhall not be much crou- 
bled ih our Hearts Believe, alſo in Chriſt; 
Beliive me, faith he, for the Works Sake, John 
Xiy, 11. 


ft Faich muſt be ated..upon that great and 
eigrious Work of Chriſt for us when he was 


upon; Farth, that Work which his Father gave 


him 0 do, in the Days of his Fleſh +, as 


our; ..Redecmer, and that in doing, and in ff. 


fering; for he came to % the Will of God 
by his Obedience, as well as to ſuffer it by 
his, Satisfaction 4, and this in his State of Hu- 
miliation. He aſſumed Humane Nature, entred 


the Virgin's Won b, and was born of her, yet 
aui haut Sin . He lived on Earth a Time, 


doing Good, and healing all Manner of Diſ- 


eaſes & ſpent, molt of his Time in Preaching, 
: | _ Praying» 


„H.. vi. 12. n Heb. x. 9. Þ Heb. ü. 


14 15, 16. f Phil. ü. 6, 7. J Matth. 
iii. 15. \ ; < 5 Ml 
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Praying. Faſting, and revealing to Men the 
whole Will ef God for their Salvation, and 
fulfilling all Righteoufneſs He profeſſed he 
came not to do his own Will, but the Will of 
him that ſent him, John vi, 38, 39. Ana. 
faith he, This is the Father's Will which ſent 
me, that of all which bhe hath given me, I 


ſpould loſe nithing, but fhruld raiſe it up at the 


Luft Day. A comfortable Confideration in- 
deed, and aà Cure for Hcart- Trouble: That our 
Lord jeſus will raiſe up all our dead dear Re- 
lations and Friends. now rotting in their Graves: 
All that died in 7 ſus , aui God bring with 
hint. And this alſo is the Father's Vill, That 
4. one that ſceth the Son, that is, every one 
that by Faith receiveth and believeth in the 
Son, fl babe Everlaſting Life. Now, to ac- 
com pliſh and finiſn this Will of the Father, 
was the whole Work of Chriſt upon Earth, 
and to draw poor Souls unto him, to work 
Faich in them. by his Word and Spirit, and 
fulfil the whole Law of God for them, even 
in them, Rom. viii. 4. and to begin and finih 
the whole Work of our Redemption . Faitn 
acted on this Work of Chriſt upon Earth for 

us in the ſeveral Parts of it, He being Par- 

taker of Fl:jh and Biood with us, to Ae ut” 


from him hat had the Poxver of Dcath, that 


is, the Devil; and to free us from the Fear of 
Neath, by wwhich abe avere always 'fubjeft to 
Rondage T. I ſay, if we can act Faith on theſe 
Works of Chriſt for us, we ſhall have no Cauſe 
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Let us conſider, that our Bleſſed Lord de- 
nicd himſelf on Earth, and was well pleaſed 
not to have his own Will, nor to do his own 
Will, but referred himſelf intirely to his Fa- 
ther's; what reaſon have we, poor Worms, to 
be troubled, when our Wills are cröſſed? Let 
us in Hcart and Life ſay, as we pray, 755 
Will be done on Earth, as it is in Heaven *. 
And when the Will of God is done upon our 
Families and Relations , ler rot our Hearts be 
troubled, but let us imitate Jeſus Chriſt, in our 
Submiffon to the Will of God, making it cur 
Work on Farth to be doing all the Good we 


can, and ſo to put him on I. and walk, as he 


walked, and not be troubled. ' 


' Secendhy, © Fai:h ated on Chriſt's S Fring 
Mert on Earth, will greatly contribute to our 
Support: He, was a Man of Sorrows ; ſo that 
if we meet with Sorrows on Earth, we do but 


drink of our Maſter” s own Cup, and that ſhould | 


UL jet us. 


Chriſt s Sufferings on Earth were of Two 
Kinds, 'aiz. for our Imitation, and for Satis- 


faction for our Sins. 


1. For our . His patient ſuffering 


of Reproaches, 5corns, Revilings, Contradiction 


of Sinners, Femptations, Periecutions, Bonds, 


Poverty, Shame, t.ofs of Friends. &c F. Suf- 


fering all wow invincible Patience and Meek- 


| way 
+ Ja,. xxi. 14. 


T1 8 ii. 6 Iſaiah liz I, 2. 
y- Mark x. 39. Matt. xxvi. * 1 


* 


— — — — —— — — 
— " 
5 - 


* x 
* * ; 
2 * p 
— 9 
” 
4 s i ab - 
* — — — — ere — —— —ü—— — — — — — * 

1 — ry 4 { 2 1} 


HEART's-E ASE 

neſs, without the leaſt Murmuring, Repining, 
Diſquiet, or Diſcontent, without any Retalia- 
tian; for awhen, he was reviled, he rewvilid not 
again * ; he prayed for his Enemies, Sc. and 
all this as our Example, that we ſhould follow 
His Steps, 1 Pet. ii 21, 22, 23. And if our 
Lord, the Lord, of Heaven and Earth, ſuffered- 
ſuch Things, what Reaſon or Cauſe have we 
to be troubled in our Hearts when we are 
perfecuted, reviled, forſaken of all our Friends, 
impoveriſhed, expoſed: to Shame and Sorrow, 
- ſeeing our Bleſſed Lord was ſo expoſed, and 
ſo exerciſed, upon Earth ? Is it not enough for 
the Servant to be as his Maſtcr ? Shall we 
think to fare better than him? His Sufferings 
were to teach us to bear ours with Chriſtian 
Patience, and. to ſanctify ours to us; yea, in 
all our Sufferings he ſy mpathizeth with us. 


Let us then act o2r Faith upon Chriſt's Suf- 
ferings on Earth; his whole Life being a Life 
of Suffering. he knew what Trouble meant; 
he was acquainted with Grief; he knew what 
it was to loſe à Friend; for in his greateſt 
Trouble. all his Diſciples (whom he calls his 
Friends) ſorſook him and fled; and being temp- 
ted. himſelf, be knvws how to ſuccour them that 
are tempted . He hath a Feeling of all our 
Infirmitits, Let us labour to act Faith on, Jer 
ſus, and cur.. Hearts awwill not he trowbled. © 

2. But bis great Suffering-Work for us was 
his: Work of Satisfaction. All our Sins being 
laid on him, it pleaſed the Lord to bruize him, 

A 1 IXR-1D4: C1 „re ard 
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and to put him to Grief, and to make: his Soul 
an Off:ring for Sin: He poured out bis Soul 
znto Death, and was numbered among Tranſ- 
grefſors,. avas made Sin for us: He bare aur 
Sins an his own Body on the Tree ; was made 
a,Curſe far ui +; ſuffered the Wrath of God 
for. us, to deliver us from the Wrath to come, 
The Bleſſed Jeſus, when our. Sins were upon 
him, be wes ſors amazed, groaned, was exceed+- 
ing. ſarroavful, even, unta Death | ; he was in A 
425 Nas in a bitter Ageny in the Garden: 
He was falſely accuſed, unjuſtly condemned, 
and then + barbarouſly ctucified, ſuffering that 
curſed and cruel, ſhameful and painful Death 
af the Croſs ; and ali as our Szrety, and as a 
Sacrifice. to God for our Sins ||. Chi, oun 
Paſſover was ſacrificed. for us F, to make 
Atonement and Satisfaction to the Law and 
Juſtice of God for us, Rom. iii. 25. | 


This was the great Work of the tranſcend- 
et Love or jeius Chit waen us Was Won 
Earth, when he travailed in Soul, drank of tb 
Brook in the Way , that black Torrent, of 
Wrath and Curſes that lay in the Way be- 
tween our Souls and Heaven, which ſtopped 
up our Paftaze thicherward. and made it ut- 
terly 1mpaſſible for us: But jeſus made a Paſ- 
ſage by his Blood, that his Redeemed might 
paſs thither T. So- great were his. Sufferings 
28 i 84 i en | * ' in 
K tan ö en 
: ® J/a. Iii. 6, 10, 22. J 2 Cor. v. 20. Gal. 
16/10. 1 Pet. ii. 24. 1 They. i. 10 | 
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in this World for as, that they made bim cry 
out, My God, my God, aby huft thou forſaken 
me * Offering up fl, eng Cries with Tears F. 


Now then, let us act our Faith on the Suf- 
ferings of Chiiſt here on Earth, and belteve 
that he ſuffered all thoſe hard and heavy, thoſe 
bitter and grievous 't hings for ws: and in our 
Names; that he bore oxr Sins to fatisfy God's 
Juſtice for them, to purchaſe and procure our 
Pardon. O!] that we could but believe in this 
Jeſus, that he ſweated great Drops of Blood 
for us, and that he ſhed his very Heart Blasd 


upon the Croſs for us, and by Faith apply 


and appropriate all this to our own Souls, be- 
lieving that be was wound:d for our Tranſgreſ- 
fions, and ſmitten for our Sins ; that the Ca- 
Riſement of our Peace wvas upon him Þ ; hat by 
the Blood of his Croſs he hath made our Peace, 
and hath purchaſed for us Eternal Life. Be- 
lieve this, and then ſee what little Cauſe you 
have to have your Hearts troubled for ary 
Loſs or Croſs whatſoever. The Corfideration, 
in a Way of bel'eving of what Chriſt hath done 
for us, and what he hath ſuffered for us, ſhould 
make us patiently do or ſuffer any Thirg for 


kim and from him. Believe alſo in Me. 


Secondly, Our Faith muſt be acted upon the. 
Work of Chriſt, which is zow doing for us in 


Heaven. He is not idle there, although he be 


ſet doaun on the Right hand of the Majeſfly on 


high\| ; but he is at Work for his People there; 
= | there 


3. Marr. zxvik 46. + Heb. v. 7. 
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there be muketh continual lit »cefſion for us . 
He is there as our dvecate o picad or 
Caute. and manage al our Buſineſ chere; pre- 
ſenting nis loo in the Virtue of it to nis 
Farner for our Pardon pieſen ing our Ferions 
and Services periumed im the Iacenſe of his 
own R.phicouinels,» and by hi, Spirit applying 
the Vertue of it co ail our Souls. He 1s able 
to ade to the uttermefi ali that come une God 
by him, ſeeing e ver liwetb o nate I terc:fion 
for us . Of tits I have ſpoken before. Now 
if, we can ad our Faith upon the interceſſion 
of Cariſt, who kaows all our Wants, Burthens, 
Cares, and Fears, and whoie Office 1: is to 
plead and interceed lor us in, Heaven 4. (tho' 
we may ſcarce have any to plai or ſpeak a 
Word for us on Earth, yet) we ſhould have 
no Caufe to have our Hearts troubled > We 
have a faithful Friend, do whom we may com- 
mit our Caule. 


Thirdly. Chriſt is doing a Work in us on 
Earth, while he himſelf is in Heaven: He is 
humbling us, purging us, teaching us, mortify- 


ing our Corruptions, crucifying our inordinate 


Affections, ſanctifying us, and is preparing us 
for Heaven: He is making us meet for the 
Kingdom : He is fitting us for bis Father's 
Houle, by all his Ordinances, by all his Pro- 
vidences, by every Loſs and Crois ; by all our 


Afflictions, as 2 Cor. iv. 17. Our light Aſiit- 


tions, which are but for a Moment, work. for 
| | PT; 


* 


a. liii. 12. Rom. viii. 34. 
+ Heb. vii. 25. 1 Pſal. x. 14. 
| Phil. ii. 13. FRE; 
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2 (that is, by Way of Preparation) a far mort 
exceeding and eternal Weight of Glity. Jeſus 
Chriſt is in the Word, and in the Rod; he | 
is All in All: He is ſill forming, ſquaring 
faſhioning and working by his Spirit “, Word 
and Rod, upon his People, to make them more 
and more conformable to himfelf, to ſquare 
them as Stones for his Building, to make them 
Habitations for himſelf +, "Temples for the 
Holy Ghoſt to dwell in, and that he himſelf 
may dehght to dwell in them here, and to 
make them fit to dwell with him for ever in 
Glory. Now, let us labour to a& our Faith 
on thoſe Bleſſed Works of Chriſt ir ut, and 
believe that he is thus working in us, even 7 
and by all our Afffictions, and labour. to feel 
and find theſe gracious Works 'carrying on in 
us, and we ſhall have no Cauſe to be troubled. 


Moreover, our Faith ſhould be acted upon 
the Work that Chriſt is now doing for us in 
Heaven: Beſides his Interceftion - for us there, 
he is Soong a Place for us in Heaven, as 
he told his Diſciples, to comfort them: I» my 
Father's Houſe are many Manſions : I go to- pre- 
Fare a Place for you. A Place in Heaven is 
infinitely better, and more to be deſired than 
the beſt Place on Earth. A Place in the Fa- 
ther's Houſe, in the higheſt Heavens, in that 
'#lorious Paradiſe above; that's the Place- of all 

laces, where the Great and Glorious God 
dwells ; there Bleſſed Jeſus dwells : O that New 
Jeruſalem ! the City of the Living Ged, that's 
; >". 
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2 Rom. viii. 28. Epb. ii. 20, 22. 
+ Heb. xiii. 21. 0 
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the Place indeed; that Horſe not made ævith 
Handi, eternal in the Heawwins *. Some think 
that Jeſus Went locally into Hell, but we are 
ſure he went /o:a/ly into Heaven; and we know 
for what he went there ; for he hath told as, 
It was to prepare a Place for us there. Here 
below, all Places are full of Darkneſs, Snares, 
TJemptations, Fear-. Dangers, Ferſecutlons; but 
that is a Place. of perfect Peace, perfect Reft, 
of Light, Comſort, Joy and Confolation Here 
we are Pilgrim, and Strang'rs, there is our 
Home, our Father's Houſe. Here we have 15 
contiruing City, no abiding "Place 1. Chriſt's 
People here in this World, many Times, have 
nove in D-elling-place, but are driven from 
Houſe and Home, are forced to fly from one 
Ci.y to another, from Town to Country, from 
one Kingdom to another; conſtrained to wan- 
der from Place to Place; while others abide 
in their Habitations, they muſt ſeek their Quar- 
ters where they can find them, a while under 
one Friend's Roof, a while under another ; 
which is no ſmall Affliction to them that feel 


it, though others lay it not to Heart. Now, 


what ſhould comfort us in this our Pilgrimage 
and Wilderneſs Condition? What ſhouſd ſup- 
port us in this our wapdeling State, but that 
it was even thus with our Bleſſed. Lord him- 
ſelf upon Earth, who had 3 an Houſe to put 
bis Head in? And ſo it was with his Diſci- 


ples, and with many choice Saints, as, Heb. 


*i. 37, 38. What mould bear up our Spirits, 
but this comfortable Conſideration, . That our 


8 f 


| | | Lord 


* 2 Cor. v. 1, 2. Ad i. 9, 10, 11. 
4. 1 Cor. ir. 11. 3-8 
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Lord went to Heaven on purpoſe to prepare a 
Place for us there ? If the Farib caſt us out, 
Heaven will receive us“: If Men ſay to us, 
Remove, be gone hence, depart away, here is 
no Place, no abiding for you ; our dear Lord 
will call out of Heaven, and ſay, Come up bi- 


ther f. come up to Me, I have prepared a 


Place for you here. There is Room enough, 
in my Father's Houſe there are many Manſions, 
and from thence there ſhail be no remove for 


ever, no more any changing Houſes for ever, 


when once we are lodged in our Fatner's Houſe. 
There is our Fore-runner for us entered t. The 
Hope we have through Grace of getting into 
that Bleſſed Place, 5 that New and Living 
Way, to reſt there after all our weary Wan- 
derings here, and never_ to remove more, is 
that which comforts us in theſe our trouble- 
ſome Removes here: O that Place, and that 
bleſſed State in that Place! 7% ſe God, and ts 
be ever with the Lord, to ſee our lovely Lord 
Jeſus as he is, and to be made like unto him ||. 
Could we fix our Hearts and Eyes more ſted- 
faſtly upon theſe inviſible and e ernal Things, 
we ſhouid more quietly and comfortably bear 
our preſent Troubles, yea, and rcjoice in them. 
And when we can, act our Faith upon that 
Place and State above, and conclude our Title 
to it, by our intereſt in Chriſt, then our Hearts 
awill not be troubled. | 
Alſo this Conſideration ſhould preſerve us from 
Heart Trouble, and Sorrow for the Loſs of dear 
| Kelauons 


* 2 Cor. vi. 11. Þ+ Rev. xi. 12. 
1 Heb. vi, 209 | Matt. v. 8. 1 Theſſ, iv. 
1 John iii. 2, 3. | me 
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Relations which died in Jeſus, for chat they ate 
gong. Home to their Father's Houle, they” are. 
ely arrived, at their Harbour, they are lafely. 


Houſed, they are where they would be, | they 


are gone to the Place that their Beloyed Lord 


went to prepare for them, to that City of Gag, 
to the general Aſſembly of the Fir FR 


Names are writtcn in Heaven, &c. *, "They 


: 
* 


would not exchange their Place now for the 


moſt ſtately and moſt magnificent Place in all 


| the World. O! could we but realize by Faith 


that moſt happy State and. Place where our de- 
ceaſed pious Friends are gone, our Hearts would 
not be troubled for them i eee 
And this may comfort us alſo under all our pre- 
ſent -Suftgrings and Sadnefles, that cer long we 
alſo ſhall go to that Place, to that City above, 
which Gol hath prepared for us. Our Lord aſ- 
ſures us, That He abill come again, and take us to 
himſelf, that where he is, abe may be alſo f. ©. 
could we believe this, we ſhould lay, Come, Lora 
Jeſus, come quickly! ; 


E - © 
, 


5 


Fourthhy,, Our Faith muſt be afted. upon the 
15 Z that. Chriſt <uil do for, us, and 3 


Ge ag to conceive what glorious Worl 
Chriſt avi} do for us and in uf at "the La Day. 


| be a Day of the, Manife{tation e the $, 
od . The poor deſpiſed Saints, all blac 
oudy here, covered with Shame and Reproach 


ow, ſhall; then be * to. be the Lord's 


4 John lll, 2. 
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Fo 
lt in Heaven at the laſt, It is above all our 


oth, dot pet appear what we ſhall be . Therg 


ö 99 4 feels: 
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* Hebs xii. 3. Heb. xi. 16. 
Ram. viii. 22, 23. 
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Jet.” : That will be a Day of their full Re- 
emption, both of Soul and Body, their Wedding 
end their ſolemn Coronation-Day f. Then their 
Bleſſed Redeemer ſhall publickly own them, and 
bid them welcome to his Father's Houle, laying, 
Come ye Blefſed of my Father |, &c. Then w 
Jeſus put on the Crown of Glory, of Righteouſ- 
weſt, and of Life, upon their Heads. Then will 
Jeſus preſent them to his Father twithout Spot or 
Wrinkle, or any ſuch Thing J: Then will he make 
their (now) vile Bodies (ſubjeft now to vile Cor- 
ruptions, to vile Diſeaſes, to vile Abuſes, and to 
a vile Diſſolution at Death) ite unto his own glo- 
Fious Body 5; and their Souls ſhall be like to his, 
to their full Satis faction“. Then the poctr Diſci- 
es of Chrift ſhall have a full Eud put to all their 
art-Troubles, Sorrows, Fears, and Cares. Then 
their Hearts ſhall rejoice, and their Joy no Man 
{nor Devi)) all. take from them . Sorrow and 
Sighing ſhall flee awway, and they ſhall enter into 
everlatting Reſt ; and into that unſpeakable bleſ- 
fed State which was purchaſed by the precious 
Blood of Jeſus, and by him prepared and poſlef- 
ſed in our Names and Steads. All our dear Re- 


ad +» 
4 Matt. xxv. 34. Soc. v. 27. 
$ Phil iii. 31. * i 
1 John avi. 22. 


T1-| their Lives, 


and icipating of it . Thus much for the 
Walk of Ghrift” upon which our Faith muſt act, 
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that our Hearts may not be troubled. 


Fifthly, Our Faith muſt act upon the If of 
Chriſt, in order to the preventing, and curin 


our Heart-Troubles, Fears and Sorrows. What is 
the Vill of Chriſt? It is his Vili that his Peoples 


Hearts ſhould not be trorbled nor afraid, as in the 
Text: It is his Vill, that in the World they ſhould 
have Tribulation, but yet, that they ſhould be of 


good Cbear . It is his Will, that in their Pati- 


ence t A poi fs their Souls, and not faint nor 
be 41 dork 11 10 his Vili they ſhould be fan- 
Aifed, and that all their Afflictions ſkou'd promote 
their Sanctificatien. It is his Will. that although 
he love them, yet to rebuke and chaften them ; and 
when he doth ſo, that they ſhould be zealous and 
repent T. It is his ill, that they ſhould deny 
themſelves, take up thiir Criſs daily, and follow 
him . That they ſhould fear none of thoſe Things 
that they ſhould ſuffer 9. That they ſhould walk 
in his Steps, hold faſt to the End, be faithful unto 
Death *. That they ſhould overcome. It is his 
Will, that they ſhould not love Father or Mother, 
Son or Daughter, more than Himſelf ; no, nor 

— be willing to part with all for his 
Sake . Yea, it is his iii, his Laff Will, that 
all his poor Diſciples, after tne y have ſuffered a: 
while, may be with him where he is, to bebold his 


ry Glory t. Thus if we act Faith upon the , of 


E 2 Chriſt, 


* Jobn xvii. 22, 24. + Fohn xvi. 33 
t i Tb. iv. 3. Heb. xii. 10. Rev. iii 19. 
Matt. xxi. 24. 6 Nov. ii. 1% 
Mat. x. 34. 1 Luke xiv. 26. Þ| Jobnxvii..24, 
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Chriſt, and labour to yield to it, and acquieſge in 
it, we ſhall procure much Freedom fram Hzart- 
Trouble. Fo 


Lafily, Our Faith muſt be acted upon the Ends 
and Deſigns of Chriſt in all his afflictive Provi- 
dences towards us; and theſe his Ends are all very 
good and gracious. This Argument be himſelf 
uſed to cure the Heart-Troubles of bis Diiciples 
for his Departure from them. wiz. Lhat he had 


good Ends in his going away from t hem; His £nd 


was, to prepare a better Place for them, a better 
Place than any to be found here; a Place in Hea- 
ven, in the Father's Houſe : And his End was to 


' ſend the Spirit, the Comprter unto. them, which 


would not come if he did not go away, Jobn xvi. 
6, 7. He had told them of his going away from 


them, upon which Sorrow had filled their Heart, 


land it is even ſo with us, when our carthly Com- 
forts leave us, Sorrow flis our Hearts ;)] but to 
eure this, our Lord anſwers, them, That it was 
expedient for them, (good and neceſſary for them) 
that he ſhoald go away, ſhe wing them his Ed in 

ing away, to wit, that he might ſend to theme the 

mforter.; He would remove from them à great 
Mercy, the greateſt, eartlily Mercy that ever they 
enjoyed, which was his Perſonal Preſence; they 
muſt 8 ˖ with ſo. dear, ſo near, fo / 8 bw- 
ing, fo faitk/ul a Friend as himſelf was to them : 
And could there be a greater Loſs, ? For tuis Ser- 


row had filled their Hearts : But he tells them, it 


Was to make Way for a greater Mercy, which 


was, to ſend them the Comforter, in al the ſaving 
and miraculous Gifts of the Holy Goof, by 
which they ſhould be able to do great. Hans than 
himſelf did, John xiv, 12 which was à greater 
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with this he ealms ard quiets their Minds. Now, 


if we can act Faith upon the bleſſed Ends of Chriſt 


in removing our eartnly Comforts from us, which 
are, to beſtow upon us Ser Mercies, to give us 
more of his Spirit, and of the Graces and Com- 
forts of it, ovr Hearts would not be troubled : 
Could we believe, thet Ehriſt's Ed in all his Cha- 
ſtiſements, is, to prepare us for that Place in his 
Father's Höfe, it would comfort and ſupport us. 
His End: are very g«o0d, and that ſhouid quiet us. 
So long as the Prople of Chriſt er joy molt of the 
Comforts ef this Wortd, (l ſpeak it by ſad Expe- 
rienge) commonly they enjoy leaſt of God, and 
of his Spirit: and uſualiy, when Chriſt takes 
_ their earthiy Comſorts, then he manifeſts 
moſt of Himſelf, and of his tender Love to them: 
He brings them into the 2 and then 
— cemfortatiy ta them; then he {peaks to their 

earts, and not to their Ears only, as in Time of 
Profperity ; then he gives out moſt of the Graces 
and Comſorts of his Spirit. Chriſt never takes 
away theſe outward Mercies from his People, but 
with Deen to below better, if our Diſcontent 
and Unbelief do not hinder. When the Lord 
took away from his Serv-rit David the young 


Child be:otten in Adultery, it was to give him a” 


Softomon. © * 
” Thus I have endeavoured to ſhew what it is alſo 
to be:ieve in Cariit. that thereby we may prevent 
and cure our Ho aft-Tr onble, | 
Tue laſt Thing 1 have to do is, to ſhew bow 
Fzith ated thus on God and Chritt, or. on God 
in Cbriſt, is the beſt Preventive of, and Remedy 
to cure all our Hart- Troubles, which hath indeed 
been ſtewn, partly in the Two' former Particu- 


1 an 
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lars, and will ſerve for the Confirmation of the 
Point alfo. | 

Two Ways principally Faith ated on God and 


Chriſt, doth effect this great Cure of Heart-Trou- 
ble, and procure Heart i. Eaſe. f 


Firft, By way of Application and Approbation. 
Seeondly, By way of Holy Confidence and Re- 


liarces 


Fir, By Applying and Appropriating God and 
Chriſt to the Soul, and / that God is, and Al 
that Chiaſt is, and A that God hath, and Al 
that Chriſt hath, and % that God. and Chriſt 
hath promiſed : Faith applieth and appropriates 
A this to the Soul; Faith gives the Soul Right, 
Title, Claim, Propriety and Intereſt to, and in 
God and Chriſt; Faith makes All the Believer's 
own, Believe, and Al is thine. This is the 
Language of Faith, My God, my Lord, my 
Chrift, my Saviour, my Redeemer ®; and this 
quiets and ſatisfies the Soul fully, or nothing in 
Heaven or Earth can do it; when it can thus act 
its Faith on God and Chriſt. So was David cured 
of his great Troubles, 1 Sam. xxx. 6. He encou- 
raged himſclf in the Lord his God, his God, his 
God in Chriſt; ſo in that pregnant Text, 2 Jam. 
xxiii. g. His Intereſt in God's everlaſting Cove- 
nant, {whereby God was become his God in Chriſt) 


he ated his Faith upon, and that ſatisfied him +. 


So Mich. vii. 7. H. Ixxiii. 25, 26. 
Either God is ours, or he is not; either Chriſt 
is ours, or he is not: If God and Chrift be not 
dus, 


» P/al, xix. 14. Pal. xxxi. 14. 
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ours, we have Cauſe enough to mind our Danger, 
and to be troubled at our very Hearts, that we 


are in ſuch a Caſe; and ſhould now above all 
Things labour after an Intereſt in God and in 


Chriit ; whatever our Lofles in the World be, 


this dangerous State of Soals ſhould be moſt 
e and ſpeedily looked after above all 
ings. 

But if God be ors; and if Chriſt be ours ; if 
we. have choſen God for our Portion in Chrift ; 
and if we have rightly and truly received Jeſus 
Chriſt the 1] ord, for our only Lord and Saviour, 
and have unfeignedly given up our whole ſelves 
to him; then may we act our Faith upon God, as 
our God. and upon Jeſus Chrift as ers , and 
may claim our Right in God and in Chriſt, and 
in All that God and Chriſt is, and hath, as our 
. own ; and then, What Cauſe of any Heart-Trou- 
ble ? If God be ours, if Chriſt be ours, l is 
ours, Al] is ours, Life is ours, Death is ours: 
What if we want Relations and Friends, Honour, 
Wealth and Health; is not the All-ſufficient God 
enough? Is not jeſus, in whom davells all Fullnrfs, 
enough to ſupply the Want of all? This God pro- 

ed to Abraham, I am thy God; and to Iſrael, 

ſa. xli 10. Jeſus Chrift is All, and in All; and 

if Chriſt be yours, Al is yours; God is yours; 

and all the Good of both Worlds are yours ; and 
what, can you defire more ? 


Secondly, Faith exerciſed in boly Confidence in, 
and Reliance upon God, and Chriſt, and the Pro- 
0s 4 | miſe, 


„Paal. cxix. 57. Law. iti. 24. Jobs i. 12. 
Col. ii. 6. Gen. xvii. 1. Col. iii 11, 1 Cor. Li. 
23, 23. | 
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miſe, will prevent or core all our Heart- Treuble. 
Dawid was cured both theſe Ways, P/a/. xxxi. 11, 
12, 13, 14, 15. viz. by approp'iating God to 
Kee f, and by truſting in bim, 7 truſted in thee, 
O Lerd, I ſaid, thou art my Gd“: For- God is 
oy to engage himſelf to diſcharge thoſe Souls 
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from Heart-Trouble and ſinful Fear, who truſt in 
im, P/al. xxxvii. 40. Trouble doth diſorder the 
Heart, ayd diſcompcſe the Mind; but Faith in 
this exerciſe of it, !r»//ing in the Lerd, doth fix 
and ſettle the Heart; ſo that then no «<7/ Tidings 
ſhall make fuch ar Pirſon afraid, for his Heart is 
; fixed, truſting in the Lord F. God hath promiſed 
3 to keep i hem in perfict Peace, whoſe Minds are flayed 
Fi on him, becauſe thiy truſt in him, Ia. xxvi. 3. 
_ Diffidence is the Cauie of all D:/quiet ; no true 
Reſt can be had, nor Quiet to our Linde, but by 
Confidence in God, Fſal. ii 12. O the Bl:fſed- 
neſs of theſe that truſt in Chrift ! God in Chriſt is 
the only fit Object of our Confidence, in all our 
Extremities. A Believer bath a God to go to in 
all his Troubles, an Almighty and loving Father 
in Chriſt ; and this ſhould be our Comfort, that 
we are in Covenant with him that rules the World, 
and bath committed the Government of all Things 
to his Son, our dear Redeemer, who hath bought 
us with his Blood; and we may be ſure no Hurt a 
ſhall befal us that he can binder; and what can - 
not he hinder, who hath all Power in Heaven and 
Earth , and tkat hath the Keys of Hell and 
Death, unto whem we are fo near, that he carrieg 
our Names on his Heart, and who will in his due 
Time make all the World know, that his People 
are as dear to him as the Apple of his Eye. 
Truſt 


„ P/al. xliii. 5. + Pal. cxii. 7. 
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Truſt then, depend and rely upon God in 
Chriſt, and by an holy Confidence reſign up your 
Wills to his Will, to have us do, what he would 
have us do; to be, u hat he would have us be; to 
ſuffer. what he would have us ſuffer; and then Heart- 
Trouble will ceaſe, and ſweet Peace cometh : When 
having truſted al with God, we can in Heart ſay, 
Lord, if thou wilt have me poor, diigraced, im- 
133 di ſeaſed. deprivec ef my deareit Friends, 
Jam content to be ſo; I truſt all my Concerns 
with Thee: O the ſweet Peace and Quiet that will 
be in that Soul! | 
There is the All. Migſitineſi, the Wiſcom, Good- 
meſs, Lewe, Mercy, and Faithfulneſs of God in 
Chriſt for us, to truſt in, and to rely upon, a Bot- 
tom and Foundation ſtrong enough to build our 
Confidence upon, in all Storms and S:reights; 
God hath alſo made meny exceeding great and pre- 
cious Promiſes in his Word, and not a naked! Pro- 
miſe, but he hath entered into Covenant with us, 
| founded upon full Satisfaction by the Blood of 
N Jeſus, and confirmed it with an Oath “: And to 
this Covenant, ſealed by the Blood of his Son, he 
, hath added the Seals of the Szcraments; and all 
$ this, that the Heirs of the Promiſes, namely, All 
t True Fehevers. might ave ftrerg Conſolation, and 
t de cured of all their Heart- Doubles. Pires 
1 Upon this fure Foundation then muſt obr Faith | 
d act in an holy Confidence in God, and in Chriſt; 
d the Soul being taken off from all other Objects, 
ch carried out of Self, unto God and Chriſt ; WhO 


E reſently (as ſoon as truſted in] communicate 
le hemſelves, and their Love, and Goodneſs to the 

Soul, filling it with Peace, Strength, and Setiſe- 
aft Reed NON | 
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ment. By this truſtirig in God, we honour God 
moſt, and beſt provide for our own Safety. 

This Way then, whereby Faith quieteth the 
Soul, and cures it of its Troubles, is by rain 
it above all Diſquietments, and ſetling it ſolely 
upon God in Chriſt, and thereby vniting it to God 
in Chriſt; from whence it draws Vertue and 
S:rength, to ſubdue whatever troubleth its Peace. 
For the Soul is made for God, and never finds 
ReR, till it return unto, and ſettle and centre it- 
ſelf upon bim again. And that we may thus 
Place our Confidence in God and Chriſt for all 
Supplies, we muſt moſt cer:ainly earneſtly beg, 
cry. and ſeek to God for Grace and Strength o 
todo; we muſt truſt in God alone for all Things, 


and at all Times: And thus by appropriating 


God to us, and Chriſt to us, and placing our Con- 


fidence in them, we may be cured of all our 
Heart-Troubles, 55 8 0 


APPLICATION. 
I. Fer Infor matier. Thiſe Inferences follow. 
Fir/t, If Faith aQed upon God in Chriſt be 


fuch 2 Remedy egainſt Heart-Trouble, then ſorely, 


Faith is a very precious, à very excellent Thing; 
# Grace of very great Worth and Value, and of 
grea: Uſe ard Efiicacy ; It is precious Faith in- 
deed, the very Trial of it is more precious thai 
Ge/d Precious ſor its Huthor, the Lord Jeſus +; 
for its C/ ji, precious Jeſus, and all the exceed- 
wg great and precious Promiſes, the Purchaſed 

| Inhe- 
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this World to them, to wean their Hearts 


in H E AR T-T ROUBL k. oy 
Inheritance : For its Offices, it unites us to Chriſt, 
gives us Tile to eternal Life +; it ſupports under 
all Afflictions; prevents or Cures all Heart Tron- 
bles ; and precious for its Exd, which is the Sal- 
vation of our Souls 1. 
This Grace of Faith is of a transforming, ſpi- 
ritual Nature; and the Soul of a Relient, bo 


acting it on God and Chriſt, and en Divine, Hea- 
venly and Spiritual 1 becomes Divine, 
ait 


Heavenly and Spi itual. h unfaſteneth the 
Heart ſrom the Creature, ſnewing the Soul the 
Vanity of it, and carries the Soul unto God and 
Chriſt, ſhewing it God's Al: ſufficiency, and 
Chriſt's All fullneſs; for Faith believes what God 
in his Word hath revealed of both. It is the great 
Defign of God, in all the Troubles he ſends upon 
his People, effectually to teach them the carat 32 
Vanity of the Creature, to ambiier the 1 * 5 
rom 


them, to bring earthly Things out of Requeſt 
with them, to make them fee, that there is no 
true Contentment, nor ſolid Satis faction for the 
Soul to be found in them, and-to make them ſee 
where true Happineſs and Contentment is to be 
had; even in God and in Chriſt alone, for whom 
their Souls, were created, redeemed, and ſangi- 
fied |}, Now the great Work of Faith, is, t6 
take of the Soul from the Creature, and fix and 
ſettle it upon God and Chriſt, the true Founda- 


tion. Naturally our Hearts hang looſe from God, 


and cleave to the Creature, and when the Creature 
fails, our Hearts are i but Faith * 


* Pobni 12. + Erb. il. 17. OM 
T Heb. i. 1 Per. 1 9. 8 
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off the Heart from the Creature, and ſettles it up- 
on Ged in Chrift, where it finds Reſt; and this is 
the great Service it doth. us. All the great and 
famous Things which thoſe Worthies did, and all 
the hard and heavy Things they ſuffered, men- 
tioned Heb xi. were all done and ſuffered" by the 


Power of Faith, Ver. 37, Oc. The ſettling of, 
our Hearts upon God in Chriſt, truſting all there, 


is the beſt Means to cure our Heart. Trouble; and 
this Faith doth, and therefore it is precious. 


Secondly, It follows from the Premiſes,” That 


the Want of Faith in God, and in Chiiſt, is the 


great Cauſe of all our Heart-Treubles, Deſponden- 
cies and Diſquietneſs. Could u but act our 
Faith ſtrongly on Ged and Chriſt, as our God in 


Cbriſt, our Troubles wou'd be prevented or cured: 
For by Faith the Soul leoks up to God in Chriſt, 
through the Promiſes, Icoking off from all other 


Supports, unto God for all Supplies, for the re- 
moving of all Evil felt or feared, and for the ob- 
taining of all Good promiſed and needed ; and 
by tis Exerciſe ef Faith. the Soul is raiſed up 
above all Diſcouragements and Difquierments : 


Lat where this Faith is wayting or the lively Ex- 


eiciſe of it ſuſpenced, there tne Soul finks under 
Heart-Troubles, But of this ſomething was faid 
before. 7 | 


' © Thirdly, Hence alſo we may clearly fee the ab- 


falate Necefſiity. of getting Faith in God, and in 
Cnriſt; and of acting it, and living by it: There 


is no living quietly and comfortably without it, 


no ſtanding under our Burthens, no beating with 
Patience and Chearfulneis our Loſſes and Grofles 
| wnbout 
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| Without this Faith; no Joy and Peace, but by 
| Believing : By Faith we Mad; for hn 


* Fourthly, Then the Things of the World are 
not to be truſted ts, nor truſted in, for Comfort 
in Time of Treuble. Nothing but God and 
Chriſt to be truſted in, and truſted to; and there is 
enough in them to ſupport and comfort us, as 
hath been ſhewed : But no Confidence to be put 
in the Creature ; there is a Curſe upon ſuch 
Confidence; but a Bleſſing upon them that truſt in 
God: No truſting in Friends 1, Riches, Gifts, 
or any Thing ; for ſo to do, is Iaelatry, w give 
that to the Creature, which is due to God alone. 


\ Fifthly, Hence we ſee the Reaſon why ſo many 
faint in the Day of Adverſity, and ſink under, 
Trouble; and others uſe unlawful Means to pre- 
vent Trouble, or to get out of it: It is, becauſe 
they want this Faith in God and Chriſt; and for 
want of it, too many miſcarry under Affliction. 


The Second Uſe is by Way of Eæbortation to 
alt the Diſciples of Chriſt, in the Words of the 
Text; Let not your Hearts be troubled, but beliews 
in God, and believe in Chrifi : You muſt get and 
act Faith in God and Chriſt, this is the only Pre- 
wentive, the only Remedy againſt Heart-Trouble. 
Our Lord in this Text commands and commends 
it f: We muti xceds get Faith, for we cannot have 
Chriſt Without Faith &: Go to God for it, it is 
his Mord, his Gift, yea, it is his Operation; yea, 
| 58 | un ö * E the 
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the ſame Peer that raiſed up Jeſus from the 
Dead, muſt be put forth upon a Soul to work 
Faith, Eph. i. 19, 20. The exceeding great and 
mighty Working of the Power of God, to raiſe 
up the Soul to Chriſt, and to enable it to lay hold 
on God and Chriſt: For ſuch is our natural 
Proneneſs to live by Senſe and carnal Reaſon, and 
ſuch is the moſt tranſcendent Excellency of God 
and Chriſt, and of Divine Things, which Faith 
looks unto ; and ſo great an Inclination have we 
to Se/f-/uf/.ciency, and ſo much rooted in S love, 
and inordinate Love of the Creature, and ſo hard 
to take off the Soul from falſe Bottoms; and be- 
cauſe we are ſuch Strangers to God naturally; and 
becauſe there is ſo much Guilt of Sin ſtill remain- 
ing on us, by our renewed Provocations, that we 
are afraid to entertain ſerious Thoughts of God: 


And becauſe of that infinite Diſance between God 


and us, we can never come to believe in him, and 
rely upon him, until our Hearts be renewed by 
the Power of Grace, and this Divine Grace of 
Faith infuſed into them: Therefore we muſt go 
to God and Chriſt, and put up ftrong Cries and 
Prayers to God to work Faith in us, and never 
give over, until it be wrought in us. 

And having got Faith, we muſt act and exer- 


erciſe it upon God in Chriſt ; upon Gd, I fay : 


He only is the ©4je# of Faith, and is worthy of 
it; for a Man can be in no Condition in which 
God is at a Loſs, and cannot help him : If Com- 
forts and Means of Deliverance be wanting, God 
can create Comforts, and command Deliverance, 
aiah Ivii. 19. He can bring I, out of 
kneſs, Pſalm cxii, to Him all Things are 
poſlible. : = 


1. Then 


in HE AAT TAOVUEIE. 117 


1. Then, Faith aſſents to, and is perſuaded 
that there is a God, the Infinite * and Be 
Being of all Lew +: and who giveth Being to all 
Things, Heb. xi. 6. 


' 2. That in this Bleſſed Being are Three Perſons, 


Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, and all the Object of 
our Faith. 


3. Faith muſt always act on God in Chriſt, and 
not otherwiſe ; for in Chriff God reconciles the 
World . In Chriſt, God becomes our Friend, at 
Peace with us; by Chriſt, the Enmity between 
God and us, is taken away ; in Chrift, God be- 
eomes our Father, John i. 12. Gal. ui, 26. 


4. Faith is acted by Meditating on, Confider- 
ing of, and Applying, and Appropriating of God 
in Chriſt & the Soul, laying Claim to all that God 
hath, as its own. bs | 


, 5. It muſt alfo act upon the Promifes of God 
in his Word, and Chriſt in them: God hath open- 


ed all his Heart to us in his Word, making many 
ſweet Promiſes, exceeding great and precious Pro- 
miſes + : And alſo he bath made a Covenant of 
Grate with us, to beftow himſelf, and all good 
Things upon vs, upon which we muff live, until 
Promiſes end in Performances 4. Theſe Promiſes 


are our Spiritual Treaſury: Promiſes of Pardon 


of Sin, upon Repentance and Faith; Promiſes of 
renewing, ſanctifying Grace; Promiſes of the 
* 48; Spirit, 

* 2 Cor. v. 19. Col.i. 21. 4 2 P. L 4. 
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Spirit, of Heaven, of Eternal Liſe and Glory. 
of Manſions in the Father's. Houſe, and of all 
Things needful in the Way to the Kingdom, that 
we ſhall want no good Thing, and that all Things 
ſhall work together for our Good, Mc. 


Lafily, That our Hearts may not be troubled, 
but fully ſatisfied and comforted, we muſt by 
Faith lay e en God“, take hold of Gods 
Strength, which is his Mercy in Chriſt; and moſt 
ſolemnly, moſt conſiderately, and moſt fincerely - 
tzke God for God in Chriſt, and actually enter 
i to Covenant with him +: This Covenant is 
ſounded, upon Jeſus Chriſt, his Satisfaction and 
Re ghteouſneſs; and therefore we muſt alſo believe 
in Chriſt, taking him for our only Lord and Sa- 
vicur, receiving him by Faith as he is offered to 
us in the Goipel, to be All in All to us. 


As God offers, fo Faith receives; God re- 
ceives hin: God doth, as it were, ſay in the 
Goſpel, O poor loſt Sinner ! come to my Son Jeſus, 
take him for thy-only Lord and Saviour, and by 
Kim come to Me, and take Me for thy God and 
Father: And by Faith the poor Believer ecchoeth 

back, MV Lord and my Gad, I humbly and heartily 
come to Thee, accept of Thee, cloſe with Thee: 
And ſo by Faith the believing Soul becomes one 
with God and Chriſt ; and hexeupon the Soul by 
Fai h cleaves to God and Chriſt, and unfeignedly, 
and unreſervedly gives up its whole Self to God 
in Chriſt, taking God in Chriſt for his, and in- 
ürely ſurrenders up itſelf to be the Lord's. My 

I n Belowed 
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Beloved is mine, and I am his. Now Faith thus 
_aQed, will certaiiily cure all our Heart Troubles. | 

In orger then to obtain ſolid Comfort in all 1 

our Didtreſſes, let us carefully look whether theſe e 

AQts of Faith have really paſſed upon our Souls: 11 
Have we thus : underſtandingly, and ſin- | 
cerely believed in God, and in Chriſt? Have we Wi 
unfeignedly entered into Covenant with God in = 
Chritt, by our being Bir? If we be intirely his, Fl | 
| 


He is ours for certain, 1 John iv. 19. Cant. li. 16. | 
If we place all our Happineſs in Him, P/al. Ixxiii. | | 3 
25. If we give Him the Throne in our Hearts, [| 
ſubjecting our whole Selves to his Government, 4 
making God in Chriſt all our Love, our Truſt, | 
Joy, Delight, Fear, our All, cleaving to Him 
alone and above all, depending upon Him as our | | 
chief Good; contenting ourſelves with Him as i 4 | | 
All- ſufficient for us, boning up ourſel ves to his n 
good Will, to be, to do, and ſuffer what he will: 4 
| fr we can and do engage ourſelves to ſincere Obe. | 
dience, that none of his Commandments be griev- BY 
ous to us: If in all Things we give Chriſt the | 
Pre eminence; if we have received the Spirit of | 
Chriſt, as Rom, viii, 9. Gal. iv. 6. 1 Cor. vi. 17. | | 
which joins us to him, and makes us one Spirit = 
evith him, and which is the Spirit of Adoption, | 
whereby the Soul ſeeing his Intereſt in God as his 
Father, can freely go to God in all izs Straigh's. | 
If we have the Graces of the Spirit, as Lowe, 1» 
Mcekneſs, Patience, Humility, &c. If we have a | } 
Reſemblance of our Father in us, a Likeneſs of 8 
Diſpoſition to God in Chriſt, the Image of God, | 
the Life of Chriſt manifeſt in us“: If we do own 
God and his Cauſe, in evil Times, ſo that we are 
fad : - willing 


. 1 
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willing to part with any Thing, with all Things 


for Chriſt's Sake, and at his Call: If it be thus 


with us in the main Bent and conftant Frome of 
our Hearts, and in the Sincerity and Integrity of 
our Souls, our Conſciences in the Sight of God 
bearing us witneſs “, that thus it is with us, then 
may we v . good Grounds conclude, tha: God, 
the All- ſufficient God is ours, and that our Hearts 
ſhould not be troubled ; and to prevent and cure 
all our Heart-Trouble, we muſt act Faith on all 
thoſe Things, in God and in Chriſt, which I 
mentioned before, and which would be too long 
to repeat again here; therefore I czrneſlly defire 
you to look back, and view over thoſe ſeveral 
particular Things conſiderable in God and in 
Chriſt, and believe in God and in Chriſt, apply- 
ing and appropriating them to ourſelves, and we 


ſhall fee we have no Cauſe of Heart-Trouble. If 


the Great God be ours, if we have no Husbands, 


nor Wives, nor Sons, nor Daughters, nor Health, 


nor Wealth, we have enough to content and ſa- 

tisfy our Souls for ever. | 
But te draw to a Concluſion : That there ma 

be an effectual Cure of all our Heart-Trouble, 


- Whatever our Diſtreſs may be, let us labour to act 
Faith on Chriſt, in conſidering and believing , 


1. What He 5s. 
2. Where He ii. 
3. What He hath declarel. 


4. What He hath promiſed ; and all within the 
Confines of this Text, Ver. 2, 3. 


Fir, Let Chrift's Difciples labour to believe 
Nat Chriſt is, and Jha he is. He bimſelf asked 


bis 
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his Diſciples this Queſtion, Matt. xvi. 16. hor: 
fo Je that I am? Peter anſwered, Thou art Chris, 
the Son of the Living God: I knew in whom Thawe 
Gbilieved, ſaith the Apoſtle *, and that ſupported 
him: And for this Knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt his 


Lord, he counted all Things but Dung + and 


Droſs. To believe all Things that are written of 


_ Chriſt, is not enough; but to believe in him, is 


by Faith to receive him for our only Lord and 
Saviour, John i. 15 Col. ii. 6. and actually, un- 
re/ervedly, unfei nedly, and heartily to give up our 
whole Selves 58 him, tak ing him for our abſo- 


lute Lord, our Head, our Treaſure, apd our All; 


and believing, He is all that to us that He is. 
That He wvas made Sin for us, made Wiſdom,Righte- 
ouſneſs, Santtificaticn and Redemption to us. at 
He 1s indeed our Busband, our Head, our High- 
Prieſt, our Surety, our Ranſom, our Redeemer. 
That He hath wed us, and waſhed us in his Blood. 
That He was delivered up to Death for our Of 
finces, and rife again for our Tuſtification. That 
He hath made our Peace with God by the Blood of 
his Croſs ; and purchaſed our Pardon, and an Inhe- 
ritance. for us with the Saints in Light; and that 
by believing in him, wwe ſhall have everlaſting Life, 
John iii. 16, 36. I fay, this is te believe in 
Chriſt ; and ſuch as thus believe in him, have no 
Cauſe of Heart-Trouble. And thus we mult be- 
lieve in him, 1 Fehr iii. 22, and the poſitive Com- 
mand of Chriſt himſelf in the Text, Believe alſo 
in Me. And he that hath this Faith, hath Chriſt, 
1 John v. 10, 12, and hath Life, Eternal Life. 
John vi. 47. Perily, I ſay unto you, (faith Chriſt, 
the Eternal Truth himſelf) he that e 
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Ne, hath Everlaſting Life. He hath it in the 
Price of it, that was punctually paid down upon 

| the Croſs, therefore called the Purcbaſd Pei). 
fon : He hath Eternal Life in the Promiſes of it; 

it is promiſed to every one that believeth ; God, 
that cannot lie, hath promiſed it, Tz. i. 1, 2. 
end he heth it in the Firſt-fruits of it, the ſaving 
Graces cf the Spirit, which in ſome Meaſure eveiy 
True Believer hath, 2 Cor..v. 5. Eph. i. 13. 14. 
Now. he that thus believes in Chriſt, Chriſt is 
his; and all that Chrit hath done, and ſoffered, 
1 and merred. is his ; he hach Right and Title to 

| it; for by Faith he is become the Child of God, 

f Gal. iii. 35. We are all the Children of God by © 
Faith in Jeſus Chriſt. And if ve be Chriſt's 


| 
i then are ave Heirs of the Promiſe, Gal. iii. 29. 
as Yea, Heirs. of God, and joint Heirs wth Ghrift, i 
Rom. viii. 17. Yea, then, «/! Things are our, { 
1 Cor. iii 21, 22, 23. All is ours, if we be ; 
Chriſt's, auwkerher Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas. | 
All the Gifts, Graces, Labours, Prayers, of all Y 
Goſpel-Minifers, all Goſzel.Ordmances are de- 1 
ſigned for our Good, ERL. iv. 1, 12, 13. fer h 
the gathering of us in, and for the perfeing and b 
building of us up in Cbriſt Jeſus, until we a1] 
come to Heaven. The World is ours; the Good 
and Evil of it, the Bitter and the Sweet of it, 2 
the Comforts and the Croſſes of it. the Gains and * 
the Loſſes of it, the Love and ihe Hate of it, the 8 
miles and the Frowns, the Friends and Foes in ti 


it; All is deſigned for, and ſhall further and pro- 
mote our Spiritual and Eternal Welfare. Life is 40 
ours. All the Troubles, Sickneſſes, Pains, evil þi 
Ticing:, Perſecutions, Diſappointments, Loſſes 10 
of Relations, Shame, Reproach, or whatever at- the 
tcras this mortal Life, ſhall be ſanctified and wy 
c 
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to us for our Good. Yea, Death is ours, that ſha'l 
be our Advantage, our Gain, that ſhall put a full 
End and Period to all our Sin and Suffering, and 
be a' Door of Entrance for us into G'ory in our 
Father's Houſe : Or Things preſent ; Our preſeat 
Fears, Sorrows, Miſeries, Infirmities, Cc. ſhall 
be ſo ordered and over- ruled by the Wiſdom and 
Love of our Father, that they ſhall all help us on- 
ward to Heaven: And Things to come are ours: 
All that G/ry ta be.revealed; that Saints Everlaſt- 


ing Reſt that is prepared for the People of God,. 


that Crown of Righteouſneſs, of Glory, and of 
Life; that Kingdom of Glory, that unſpeakable, 
that inconceivable State of Happineſs and Bleſ- 
ſedneſs which Chriſt our Lord hath purchaſed by 
his Blood, All this is ours alſo, But how come 
we to have a Right and Title to all this? Why, 


ſaith the Apoſtle, thus; Je are Chri/t's, andChriſt 


is God's. As ſure as Chriſt is God's, fo ſure, if 
you be Chriſt's, AN is yours: And, as I have 


preved, If we be True Believers in Chriſt, then 
we are Chriſt's, we are his Mens. his Spouſe, ' 


his Children, and then, what Cauſe have we to 
be troubled at any Thing, or in any Condition ? 
What Cauſe hath fuch a Soul to be dejected, what- 
ever Croſles or Lalles do befal him ? Is there nor 
enough in Chriſt, in the Promiſes, in the Pur- 


* chaſe of Chnft 7 Ts there not enough in Heaver 


in all that Glory to quiet, content 
tizfy our Souls ? Om. Beloved, (a 
a an 1 art!) it is 
does all the Michiee, that ſpoils our Peace, that 
binders our Comfort, and makes us Walk ſo hea- 
vily, O let us bewail this God-diſhonouring Sin, 
this Peace · deſtroying Sin; and let us, who 

S 44x Þ have 
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have received Jeſus for our Lord and Saviour, 
believe that he is ours indeed, and then act our 
Faith upon him, and our Hearts ſhall not be 
troubled. . 


Ae. But may ſome ſay, Tis true, if Chriſt 


be ours, all is ours, we believe that; But how 
ſhall we know that Chriſt is ours? . 


Anfw. Briefly thus: If we be Chriſt's intirely, 
and ſincerely Chriſt's, then Chriſt is ours: I am 
my Beloved's, and my Beloved is mine, Cant. ii. 16. 
chap. vi. 3. Her being Chriſt's, was a ſure Evi- 
dence to her that Chriſt was hers. Now, it is not 
very hard to know whoſe we are, whether we be 
Chriſt's or our own, Chriſt's or the -World's, 
Chriſt's or the Devil's : Let us take a little Pains 
in trying and ſearching ourſelves, the Matter re- 
quires it: Whoſe are we? Put this Queſtion ſeri- 
ouly to our Heart, in the Sight of God: Whoſe 
am 1? 


Whoſe I do I bear ? By whoſe Spirit 


am I aQed ? Who hath my Heart, my chief Love 
and Delight? Have we unfeignedly given up our- 
ſelves to Chriſt ? Have we actually entered into 
Covenant with him, and taken him for our Head 
and Husband ? Have we paſſed over ind ſurren- 
dered up our whole Selves to Chriſt, our Souls, 

ies, all our Concerns ? Have we given up our 
Hearts, Heads, Tongues, Time, Talents, Eſtates, 
Liberties, Relations, and all to Chriſt ? Have we 


done this fincerely ? Then & e have received Chriſt 


upon his Terms. If we be Chriſt's, and not our 
own, and live unto Chriſt, and not to ourſelves, 
Rem, xiv. 9. 1 Cor. vi. 20. Gal. ii. 25. and are 

„„ | | content 


® Col. ii. 6 7 


Mr. aw .TPT.c 8 1 
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content that Chriſt ſnould diſpoſe of us and ours 
as he pleaſeth; and are always labouring to be 
more and more like him, and ſtill longing for 


more and more Communion with him, c. then 


may we upon- good Grounds, conclude Chriſt is 


| ours : If wwe be his, He i cur, 


Again, If we truly 6e/:-v- in Chriſt, then he 
Is ours; for it is by Faith that we receive him, 
and are united to him, and made One with him, 
Fobn i. 12, 13. and are by his Spirit and Word 
regenerated, and made new Creatures ; and are 
enabled to walk after the Spirit, and not after 
the Fleſh, 2 Cr. v. 17. Rom, viii 1, 2. He 
that belieweth, hath the Witne/s in himſelf, 1 John 
v. 10. he need not go far to ſeek : Make ſure thy 
believing in Chriſt, and thou haſt the Witneſs in 
thy/elf chat He is thine, and thou art Hit. 


Quel. But how ſhall we know that we have 
true Faith, and that we do truly believe in Chriſt ? 


 Anſw. Briefly thus: If we have been made 
ſenfible of our loſt Condition by Nature, of our 
Miſery by Sin, of our Unbelief; if we have 
found” it an hard Work to believe; if we have 
been made weary and heavy laden with Sin, ſo as 
to be truly willing to. part with all Sin; if we 


have been convinced öf gur abſolute Need of Crit, 


and of his incomparable Excellency,” of Is | 50 
ſufficiency, and Willingneſs to ſave us ; if th 
— 


have been powerful in us to drive us 


Jobs xvi. 5. Eöb. i. 1), 18: Rev! ll. 17. 
Malt. xi. 28. 1 Pet. ii. 7. Adi xx. 21. Fohn 
vi. $7. Jobs gü. 37. Matt. xvi. 34. Ci. li. 6. 
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from ourſelves, and the Creature, and Sin; if we. 
have hereupon been perſuaded and enabled ſin- 
cerely to come unto Chriſt upon his Call in the 
Goſpe!, to accept of him upon his Terms, and 
to receive him, as he is offered in the Goſ 1 ; if 
our whole Hearts kave opened to him, and cloſed 
with kim, and we have given up ourſelves entitely 
to him, and taken him fer our only Lord and Sa- 
viour, as the only Way to God, and do moſt fin- 
cerely reſign up ourſelves to his. Government, 
truſting in him alone, and relying upon him for 
Life and Righteouſneſs, for Grace and Glory “, 
then we do believe in him, then have we this true 
Faith, which is farther to be known thus: That 
it worketh in us true ſincere Love to him, and to 
all that is his, his Word, his People; your Hearts 
will run out after him, all your Affections will 
center in him. This true Faith draws Vertue 
from Chriſt to purify the Heart, and work Sanc- tri 
tification and Holineſs ; it doth crucify your Af- 
fections to the World, it works true Repentance, 
and enables you to overcome the World . and to 
realize the Glory of Heaven, and to bear us up 
under all the Troubles in our Way thither, as. in 
the xiith Chapter to the Hebrexws, enabling. us to 
truft and betruſt our Souls and Bodies, and all our 
Conceryments with Chriſt ; By this Faith we ſhall 
Hand, by it we aua, by it ye live, and hold on, 
and hold gut in following the Lamb to the End of 
our Life 7. 2 8 7 Na 4 L. 1 N N , 
No 


Jabs xiv. 6. Matt. x3. 29. Fobn h 14, 16. 
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Now certainly, he that thus believes in Chriſt, 
hath no Cauſe of H-art-Trouble,) but quietly ſub- 
mits to the Good Will and Pleaſure of his God 
in Chriſt, under all the Diſcenſations of his Fro- 
vidence, while he is under this Vale of Tears, 
untit he come to his Father's Houſe in Peace. 
where he ſhall meet his deareſt Lord, and an 
hearty Welcome. O!] this Faith, this precious 
Faith in Chriſt will conquer all our baſe Fears, 
moderate all our woridly Sorrows; eaſe our Minds 
* with earthly Cares, and quiet our di- 
ſturbed and didtracted Thoughts aboat outward” 
Loſſes and Troubles : By this Faith we ſhall find 
all our Loſſes made up in God and in Chriſt. O! 
then labour for it, cry mightily to God for this 
great Gift; cry to ſeſus for it; he is the Author 
and Finiſher of it“; and labour to act it upon 
him continually, and your Hearts Hall not b 

troubled. © erin 261 Vl 


I date affirm; That if any Thing bring Heart's-" | 


Eaſe in HedYi-Trowt5le, this will do it. So long 
as our Faith holds up in Act and Exerciſe 1 
Chriſt, we ſhall be free from Heart- Trouble; but 
when our Faith fails, our Heart-Treubles prevail: 
As when Moſes liſted up his Hands, (and his Hart 
too by Faith) reel pregailed; but when his Hands 
were down 4maleck prevailed. : Faith and Heart 


I Troubletare like a Pair of Ballances, when one 


goes up, the other goes down : Faith is the Chun»: 
terpoize of Trouble of Heart: Believe then in 


Jeius q act Faith on him, and that will prevent or 


cure Heart -Treuble. Continue in the Faith; and 
your Heart Troubles will ceaſe; believe what 
Chriſt is, and what he is to us, | 

. | 7 6 ' * F | 8 Sccanaly, 
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Seconlly, Let us believe in Chriſt, and believe 


awherehe is. As to his Eſſential Preſence, he is in 


Heaven, at the Father's Right-hand, making con- 
tinual Interceffion for us to the Father . He i 
err Advocate with the Father Ty pleading our 
Cauſe, preſenting all our Services, perfumed with 
his own Righteouſneſs, and relenting and feeling 
our Infirmities f, Sorrows, and Sulrings, ſym- 
pathizing with us; In all our Afiidtions he is ufo 
fad He knows all our Trovbles, Trials, 
Temptations, Sickneſſes, Loſſes and Miſeries. Je- 


ſus himſelf knew, when he was on Earth, what 


it was to leſe a Friend: He wept when his Friend 
Lazarus was dead. He is a moſt tender-hearted. 
Saviour, a moſt merciful High- Prieſt: He fees 
and feels now in Heaven all the Miſeries of his 
upon Earth, and pleads for them there: 
Believe this, and let not your Herrts be troubled, 
And as to his Spiritual and Providential Pre- 
ſence, He is always with his People on Earth : 


He is ix his People; Chriſt in you the Hope of 
Glory F. He is in his Word and Ordinances KA 


his Spirit, to bleſs them to his Peovle. "Chrift i 
All, Col. iii. 11. and in All. He is All, that is, 
Snftead of AJ. of Father, Mother, Husband, 
Wife; of Son and Daughter; inſtzad of Health, 
Wealth, Liberty, and 4, to his People; in him 
Abe eb all Fullneſs *. And he is alſo iz All; 


He filleth All in All. In all his People, Hz Sweth: | 


in their Hearts by Faith. All our freſh Springs 
are in Him: All the Strength, Support, and 
Comfort we have, comes from Him: He is in 
Hb. xii. 2, 3. vii. 25. +1 Fohnii. 1, 2. 
+ Heb. iv. 14. 15. [a. Ixili. 9. 

< Col. i. 7. E,. i. 23. iii. 17. 
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all Providences, be they never fo bitter, ſo aft 
flictive, never ſo ſm-riing, deſtructive to our 
earthly Comforts, Chriſt is in them all; every 
Cup is of his preparing; it is ſeſas, your beſt 
Friend, (O ye poor Pelievers !)- who: moſt dearly 
loves you; it is He that died ſor yon; that ap- 
pointt all thoſe Providence, orders them Al. r 
over- rules them all, and will ſweeten them all; 
and in his due Time will make them All profita- 
ble anto you, that yoo ſttall hae Cauſe one Day 
to praiſe and bleſs his Name for them all. Oh! 
that we could but believe ali this; and could by 
Faith look unto our ſeſus in all dark Providences, 
and by Faith behold this Bleſſed J-ſus managing 
of them, and believe his love. Wiſdom, Ten- 
derneſs, and Faithfulneſs in all; in our Sickneſſes, 
Loſſes, Prifons, Reſtraints, &c. then ſurely our 
Hearts ſhould not be troubled. N 


Tybiraiy, Believe in Chriſt, believe what he hath' 
old us; In my Father's Houſe are many Manſftons ; 
if it were not fo, I would hagt told you: I po 18 
prepare a Place for you *. Let us act Faith upon 
theſe true ſweet Sayings of our dear Lord, who is 
Truth itſelf; In my Farber's Houſe are many Mum- 
font. In my Father's Haufe, my Father, and 
your Pather's Houſe, one Houfe: John xx. r7. T 
aſcend to my Father, ant qour Father ; to my Goth, 
am your God ; and it is in that Houſe which is far 
aboue all Heavens, all viſible Elementary Hea+ 
vens, the third Heaven ; that is the Father's 
Houſe, That Houſe mit mad? <with Hands, whoft 
Builder uni Mater is God, and is Eteraal, This 
Gity of "the Living * The New uae +2 | 
2 . 


"ie. 
3 John xiv 3. 2 Cor. v. 1, 2. 


there, ſaith Chriſt, re mary Manſianti, many 
Dwellings, many fixed, abiding, laking, ver- 
laſling Habitaddons : Not Lents and,, Jaberna- 
cles, ſuch as we live-in here on Earth but Man- 
ions, Abiding places. Is not this a moſt com- 
fortable Conndc ration to ſuch poor Saints, as have 
Here on Earth no certain Dwelling- places, not an 
Houſe of their own. wherein to lay their, Heads, 
but are forced to remove from Place to Place, iti l 
ſecking an Habitation, baniſhed from Family and 
Friends, from Relations and Acquaix tnc; ſome 
«aſt into Priſons, (while others dwell ſafely in 
"their. Houſes, and nong co make them affaid,) 
and others expoſed to m ch Hardſhip and Dau- 
ger ? | ſay, this is good News to them, That =. 
their Father's Houſe are many Manſions there are 
everlaſting Habitations ready to receive chem. 
made ready for them; from Which; When once 
th y are entered, they ſhall never be caſt out more; 
from whence there ſhall be ho more any Remove 
for ever When ance\taer carthly Houte of this 
Taberne cle is broken.down, they ſha . I ꝓoſſęſs chat 
Hate not made with Hani, eln in the Hea- 
-wens t. Let us chen by Faith ofte1 logk. into the 
Father's Houſe, and view, and re view thale many 
Mankhons that are there; and let us ad Hope alſo, 
that ſhortly we (ball poſſeſs that Place, and enjoy, 
that blefſed State: Ihe believing. treguentiFio-, 
ſſpects of that Place, will prevent our Heart-7: "i 
, r cure ite. 745; . 
Hit avere not fo, I would have told you, faith; 
our Lord: If there were not ſuch a bleſled Sta: e 
and glorious Place for you, my Diſeiples, in the 
other World, after all your Sufferings in chis, I 


would 


14 


Lale xvi. 6. f Kam. v. 2, 3. | 
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. would have told yon ſo: For I have told you of 
the nlany Trouble: you muſt endure in this World; A 
8 and for vour Support and Comfort, I am now "YM 
telling you, What good Things you ſha l' Shortly | 
al enjoy "above | in my Father's: Houſe, where is all 
| Joy Pence. Reſt. and Conlolation : There are 
many Au. no Pri 0:5. Chains, ner Fetters, 
but glorious Dwellings. enough to hold all the 
aims that ever were. and that ever ſhall be in the , 
Word. wher? they ſhail enjoy full and free Com- $ 
munioa wien the Blefied Triziy, and with one 
another; perfect Liberty, without any Reſtraint or 
Remove for ever, Eelieve this, and let no yur 
| e 80 K. bled. 
1. ge 72 avfare a Place for you. I have pur- 
c yy tuis moſt glorious Place for. you by my 
B ood; I have promiſed it io you ; row I go awny 
ta take Le fron of it for y ob, in your Name and 
Send: Ou wha: an Heart comf ä rting, an Heart- 
euſing Cos ſtacra: ion ſhould this be to us poor Be- 
lieverz! T bat our Lord. went from Earth to Hea- 
on purg oſe to prepare a lace in Heaven for 
us, to volcis 1 i in our Name and Stead; and in 
the mean Time. he is preparing us by bis Word 
and pirit, Ey Afﬀiftions and Deliverances for 
tnat glorious Place: Hence he is called cu. Fore- 
— ran, ace is for us enter cd into that ewithin the 
| Yoil* : Fo that, 25 ture as Chriſt himſelf ac, 
J and wen: into the higteſt Heavens, fo ſure ſhall all 
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13 bis Difc iples, all true Believers aſcend; and enter 4 
* ip o Heaven alſo; becauſe he went thither bim- +3 
e ſe f, to prepa re Heaven for them, by taking Poſ- A | 
1 ſeſſien of! it in his Humane Nature for us, as our eo 
1 8 F 3 „es | 9 
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Head and Saviour. God hath preparcd for them 4 
Citz . Heaven and Heavenly Glory is ſaid to 
de prepared: A Kingdom prepared from the Founda- 
tion f the Warl4 f. If we could believe that 
Chriſt hath prepared a Place in Heaven for us, 
and that Heaven will make Amends for all our 
Sufferings in the Way thither ; and if we coul! 
keep the Eye of Frith upon that Recompence of 
Reward, that fer more exceiding and etennal Weight 
f Glory ||, we fliould bear up bravely under all 
our Svficrings, and not have our Hearts troubled. 
Let us then lock more Heavenward, more to 
our Father's Houſe : Let us have our Converſati- 
ons more in Heaven, and /t our Aﬀettions more 
uon Things abe, upon that blefied Place and 
State above; and know, That when Chriſt, 'avho 
is our Life, ſhall opfear. wwe ſhall appear with Am 
in Glory F. Believe this, and Fe comforted. 
. Certainly, we are too much taken up with, and 
too ſollicitqus aheut gur earthly Tabernacles, theſe 
Houſes of Clay, whoſe Foundation is in the Duſt, 
eruſhed before the Moth : We are always mind- 
ing the Diſcaſes, Liſtempers and Dangers of our 
Bodies, thoſe old crazy tottering Houſes, the Pri- 
ſons of our Souls: We mind earthly Places toa 


much, but too litt'e thoſe Heawenly Places in Chriſt 


efus , where we ſhall ſhortly fit with him. 
Were we more Heavenly-minded, we ſhould be 
more free from Hcart-Jrouble, and Diſquietneſs of 
Mind. 


* 


* Heb, xi. 10. 1 Matt. xxv. 34. 
1 Heb. xi. 26. | 2 Cor. iv. 16, 17, 18. 
F Plil iii. 20, C.“ iii. 1, 2, 3. 

Ef h. ii. 0, | 


Fourthly, 


N 


— —- — EG W 


mn. Oo" ay Y V vo you 


>. If 


in He an Tt-TRovuBLY. 197 
Fourthly, and Lef/ly, To prevent and eure all 
our Han. Trouble: Let us labour to believe what 
Chriſt hath romiſed here in the Text, Verſe 3. 1 
ewill come again, aud receive you to myſelf, that 
ewhere 1 am, there ye may be alſo. Moſt ſweet and 
comfortable Promiſes ! 

Z evil! come again. So Verſe 18. Iwill come 
again; 1 will not leawe you cemportleſs: For when 
1 am abſent from you in reſpect of my Bodily 
Preſence, I vill ſend the Comforter to yox, that 
Hall abide wwith you for ever. And I myſelf will 
come again unto you; you ſhall not lng be with- 
out my Company. Though Chriſt ſeems to with- 


draw and hide his Face from his People, it ſhall 


be but a litil: Moment, Ja. hv. 7, 8. He will 
return again, and have Mercy, yea, with ever- 
kofting Kin dneſs will be return. I will come again: 


| IF will not ſtay long from you; my Heart is ſtill 


toward you, while J am abſent; therefore I will 


come cuckly, New. iii. 11. I will come to you 
.with my M. enger, Death : Though it be the: 


Lg of Terrors in itſelf, and a grim Porter, yet 
by my coming with it, it ſhall be to you the Ang 
of Comforts : | will come with it, by my Spirit, 
to ſtrengthen you to lock it in the Face, to apply 
to you the Virtue of my Death, and thereby to 
take out the Sting of it; and I will come to yo 
by my Angels, to iecure your Souls through the 
Region of Devils, into my Father's Houie. If 
Deach did come alone to us, it would be terrible 
to us indeed; its ghaſtly Countenance would af 
fright us; but here is the Comfort, That Chriſt 
our deareſt Lord, will come with Death; to. 
ſwerten it to us, and ſupport us under it. This 
prevented David's Fear, P/al. xxiii 4. When 7 
aualk through the Valley of the Shadoau of Death, 
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l wills frar 26 u. for thru art with' ne. O 
welcome Death, ware Chtiſt comes with it! 
IThibitter Cup. of which we mult all drink, is 
brought to us by the Hand of our deareſt Lord: 
Tuis alt Sireke is given by the Hend of. Love 3 
it 3 King as Jens wo oer Farher's Houſe; this 
la fneny „att. Chrilt corquered for us becauie 
ks Chi rc art Fartatem of Firho and Bloed, he 
4A if, tech port H ne, that threugh Death, 
(hat is, his own Leal} be might defiroy bim that 
tad the Poxcer of Death, tat is, the Dewil, and 
deliver them, ho through fear of Death, avere 
all their Life-time, fstj.&. to Vondage . Jeſus 
knew what Death was; he himſelf had the Fangs 
of Death upon bim : Sin, the Sting of Death, 
was laid upon him; and the Law, which is the 
Strength of Sina, the Cur/e of the Law was upon 
him Þ : But now, for us, who believe in Jeſus, 
the Sting and Strength of Deata is taken out, 


and when we die, wwe h die in the Lord, fleepin. 


u,; in Union and Communion with jefus-; 
we ſhall fall afleep in the Bleſſed Arms of our 
dear Redeemer. He will, then come to keep us 
Company throvgh that dark Eairy (Death,) into 
the Father's Houſe : His, Angels ſhall carry our 
Souls into Abraham's Poſem, yea, into the Fas 


ther's Boſom. O! that we wouid make ſure of 


our Union with Chr iſt; and then let us believe, 
that he will come with Death, to tranſlate our 
Souls out of theſe eartaly Labernacles, theſe Pri- 
ſon-houſes, | theſe Hauics of tondage (wherein 


our poor Souls have been fettered and chained, 
cloy ed and clogged with Corrup.ions and Temp- 


_ tations, 


„Hab. ii. 14. + Tſaiah liii. 6. 
1 Gal. iii. 13. 358 
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tations, kapt at a Niſlanee, aud abſent from the 
Lord, and in which they have been groaning for 
Deliverance) into e giorieus Liberty of the Says 
of Goa, in their Father's Houſe, and hall cyer 2 
with the Lr | 1 , . « * 1 I 


% 
* 


Secondly, I will receive you to my/e1f : O ſweet 
Promiſe! This is all the Hope, all tne Deſire, It 
the Longing, Thirſting, Breathing” of poor Be- 
lievers, iS. That Chriſt would take them to lime 
ſelf... This is the Sum of ail their Prayers and 
Labours, That they may be fitted for Chriſt, 
and then that Chriſt would take them to Hini- 
ſelf. Well, ſaich Chrift, work and Wait a little 

longer; do and ſuffer a little more; act your 
Faith* and Patience a little longer, and 1 wal, 
come to you, and take you Home to Myſelf, 
Yhere your Souls thall be at Reſt for ever. The 

aints while they are here, a? Hme in the Bog 
they are ab/ent from the Lord; they ſee but in 
eg. darkly, and know but in part, very imper- 

ly, and enjoy but a little, a Very little of Gd 
and hriſt. O how Tweet are a few Drops, a 
few Glimpſes aud Glances of Divine Love to a 
poor Soul The leatt Caſt of Chriſt's Eye, the 
Kast Beam of bis Loving. kindneſs, the leatt Inti- 
mation of his Favour, the leaſt Hint of his Goods, 
nels,” how rekreſtüng t a poor Believer ! But 
when Chriſt ſhall receive them to Himſelf,” they 
ſhall hen /ze him as be is, and be like him ＋, and. 
Hall be Jatizfied with bis Likeneſs t. Tneu that 
they ſee him, -whom their Souls love, Face to 
Face: And then will Jeſus open to them all the 
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| Treaſures of his Love and Grace, to their ever - 
[- faſting Conſolation : They ſhall then be admitted 
. into the Glorious Preſence of the Great God, and. 
our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, in whoſe Preſence is 
| Fullneſs of Joy, and at whoſe Right: hand are Plea- 
fares for evermore . When the World ſhall caſt: | 

"them out, and their Habitations ſhall caſt them 

out, and ſhall E now them no more; yea, when 

their Houſes of Clay ſhall be broken down and 

diſſolved, and can hold them no longer, then will 

Jeſus, Bleſſed Jeſus, receive them o himſelf: Then 

mall they be ſolemnly Married to their Glorious. 

Bridegroom, the King of Heaven's Sor, the Prince 

of the Kings of the $a1th ; He will receive them. 

to himſcif, he will tab e them for his Bide, em- 

Brace them in his Everlaiting Arms, and lay them, 

in his Bleſſed Boſom for ever and ever. I aui 

receive you to myſelf, imo the neareſt Union and: 

Communion with. myfelF; and therefore be not 

unwilling to part wich your dear Relations; be- 

not aftaid to be ſeparated from your Bodies, your 

old Friends; for when theſe earthly Tabernacles 

ate diſſolved, immediately IM IU r'ceive you to, 

my ſelf, ane is bet of e F. You Yall then 

enjoy the Fruits of all my Sufferin gs, Death, Re- 

, ſurtection, Aſcenſion, and Intercefſion, and the 


1 Fruits of all your own Labours, Prayers, Tears, 

io - and Sufferings ; and ſhall. find chat 1 am faithful. 
wi in making good all my Promiſes, ani (hat your 
mw Labour was not in vain in the Lord ; then ihall. 


there be no, more any Diſtance between you and. 
Me for ever. Comfort yourſelves, and comiort. 
one another with theſe Words: Bellen this, aud 
Gt not your Hearts be troubled, | 

3 — c | Thirdly, 


= Pl. xvi. 14. f PR. i. 25, 


9 


ccc IS 


— 
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Thirdly, That where I am, ye may be alſo. 
And what more can be deſired? Where is Chriſt, 
but a? the Right-haxd of the Majefly on higb, far 
above all Principalities and Powers, far xy +6 all 
Heavens; there ſhall you be alſo. O admirable, 
aſtoniſhing Dignity, that Bleſſed Jeſus will ad- 
vance his poor Saints to in that Day! This high 
and wonderful Honour ſhall all his Saints have; 
they ſhall now receive the Kingdom prepared for 
them, and that Crown of Glory, of Righteouſ- 
neſs, and of Life, which Chriſt has purchaſed for 
them, perfectly freed now from all Sin and Sor- 


row, and ſtated in an unchangeable State of Hap- 


pineſs and Bliefledneſs. What Cauſe have we then 
to grieve for our dear Relations, whom Chriſt. 
hath taken to himſelf, and placed in the Father's. 
Houſe, who are now fitting at his Right-hand in 
Glory. and ſirging Hallilijabsł And could: we: 
but firmly believe theſe Promiſes of our Lord, and 
act our Faith in meditating fixedly on them, and 
on Jeſus in them, appiying and appropriating. 
them, and Chriſt in them, to dur own. You!s,. con- 
ſidering and ponderirg on them, until our Hearts 
be warmed, and our Aſtections ſtirred and kindled: 
wich them, acting alſo Hope, Love, Joy, Deſire, 
2 Thirſt, Panting, Breathing; pd ring out 
our Hearts in Prayer to God for his Spirit, to- 
bring Home theſe Promiſes to our Souls in Power, 
fixing them upon our Hearts. and helping us to 
lay hold on them, and upon Chriſt in them, and 
reſigning up our whole Souls to Chriſt in them, 
ſtedfaſtly rely ing on his Goodneſs and Faichful - 
neſs, and truſting in Him; I fay,. could we but 
do ſo, and in the Strength of God betruſt our: 
whole Selves, and all our Concerns thus with. 
Chrit,, and live in the 11 Exerciſes of: * 


— 


— 
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thus oa God, and on Chriſt, we ſhould find this 


* - tobe Heart's Eaſe to us in all our Heart-Trouble. 

2 Bebold, I lay in Sion a chief Corner-Stone, Elec, 

3 Precious ; and be that beliiveth in <lim, fall not. 
i 4 be confiunded, 1 Tit, 24 0, 


Let all Heart. Trouble ceaſe, 
Leet nought diſtu b jenr Peace, 
Who Faith in God profeſs, 
And in his Son no leſs. 


For in the Fathei's Houſe 
Are many Manſions ſweet, 
Chriſt hath pacpal'd tor us, FE) 
When we're tor them made meet 


a N #6 171 ; 
"Re EN DD 
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G 
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1 Poſteripe, 8 


Durſt, TT may be demanded, That having heard 

the Excellency and Uſefulneſs of this 
Sovereign Medicine to cure Heart-Troublr, namely, 
Faith in God and in Chrift; Can you tell us how 


we may get this Faith? And what Means we (hah | 


ule to obtain it? 


Anſav. I ſhall endeavour, by the Help of God's 


Spirit, and Scripture-Light, to direct you herein, 


and as briefly as 1 may. 


- Tit. I. 


Fig, You muſt be convinced of .y your Unbelitf, 
of the Greatneſs of the Sin of Une iff and of 

ur abſolute Need of Faith : Of Welg Three 
1 you wut be. fully convinced. 


, 1. Of your Uebe. For moſt People think. 


they have Faith, and that they never were without 
it, 20 there fore labour not for it. Pray earneſtly 
therefore, that the Holy opiri: ma be ſent into 
your Hearts, to woik this Conviction in you; for 
it is his proper Work, Jeln xvi. 8: to convince 
the 2 of Sir, burauſe they believe wot on Me, 
5 ſaich our Lord : This is * great Sin, the damn- 
ing 
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ing Sin of the World, their act bcliewing on Chriſt. 


* * * 


— 


Now that we may be convinced, that by Nature 


we have no Faith, let us conſider theſe Scriptures, 
Eph. ii. 1, 2, rz. and that until we are regene- 
rate and born again, we have no Faith, is evident 
from John i. 12, 13. There, believing in Chriſt, 
and Regeneration, are inſtparably joined toge- 
ther, 427: xv. 9. and xxvi. 18. and xx. 21. Frem 
which Scripture it is moſt evident, That ſuch as 
are Strangers to the Heart-purifying, the Heart- 
ſar Qifying Work of Faith, have no Faith: If 
we have not truly repented, nor know any ſaving 
Change wrought in us, and upon us, by the Spi- 
rit of God; tor certain, whatever we think, we 
bave no true Saviny-Faith, it is but a Fancy : Of 


this then we muſt be fully convinced, and muſt 


moſt heartily beg the Help cf the Spirit to con- 
vince us. ; 


2. Of the Greatneſs of the Sin of Unbehzf: It 
binds the Guilt of all other Sins upon us; it is 
Dijobedience and Rebellion. againſt the Great God, 
for He commands us to believe, 1 John iii. 21. 
and by our Unbelief, we mate God a Liar, 1 John 
v. 10. O horrible Wickedneſs! And, 


3. We muſt be convinced alſo of our abſolute 
Need of Faith; we muft needs have it, or we 
muſt periſh. Withcut Faith, it is impoſſible to 
pleaſe God, Heb. xi 6. Without it we cannot y 
the Children of God, John i. 12. Gal. iii. 26. 
Without it we gan have zo Pardon of Sin, Acts x. 
43. Rom. iii. 25. John viii. 24. And in what a 
dangerous Caſe are we, ſo long as we lie under 


the Guilt of all our Sins? Without Faith we are 


wot reconciled. ta God, nor juſtified, Rom iii. 22. 


and 
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and Rem. vi. 1, Nor can we be ſanctifed, Acts 
XxXV1. 18. 2 Theſſ ii. 13. No Acceſs to God but 
by Farb, Ram. v. 2. Ephel. l. 18. No lin 
the Life of Religion, nor bearing up under Af. 
fliction, nor holding out to the End without Faith, 
Heb. xi No Salvation, nor Eternal Life, with- 
out it, Epb. it. 18. Jobs iii. 16, 36. Heb. x. 39. 


Of all tneſe Things we muſt be convinced, if 


ever we will kave Faith. 


Direction II. 


© S*condly, If we would have Faith, we muſt di- 
ligently ſearch the Scriptures, read. the Goſpel, 
attend on an 18 pon Preaching of L..; Go- 
„Hor this very End, that we may get Faith b 
5 1 4 A this very End; 8 has 
ſhould be our Ed in Reading and in Hearing the 
Word, which was God's End in Publiſhing of it: 
Now this was his Ezd in Publiſhing of it, 7 


XX.'21. Rom. xvi. 25, 26. Rom. x. 17. As xiii. 


8. Epb. i. 13. This is the ordinary Means ap- 
, Te by God, to 5 
3 as appears by As ii 42. chap. w. 4. and 
chap.. xi. 21. and many more. There are few 
8 Read, and Hear the Word for this ud, and: 
cherefote get no Faith by it. 

No, chat the Word read. and heard, may be 
be effectual to work this Precious, this moſt ne- 
ceſſary Grace of Faith in us, there are ſome 
Things ant-ccent, fume concomitant, and ſome 
conſegu nt upon our Attendancè on the Ward, and 
1 52 Jem 5 | | 


Fix, Some Things antecedent, are neceſſary : 
þ ili ha TT FANS of. 
Wo N . Yom 


\ 


work Faith in the Souls of 


f 


— — — 
— 


— — 


— — — — — — — 
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1. Prep: eration: For want of this the Word 
moit Iimes proves inelffectual. It is the empty. 
K hungry So that 'reliſherh and taketh in, this 
q, James. 2-1; 6 Pet. ii, 1. Matt. ii. 22, 


Foo 
Uſu aly our: Sueceſs is according to our Prepara- 
ration; as in Prayer, Lal. op 17. Compare 
2 Chron. xii 14. with, 2 "Chron, xix. EO Mike 
Cor.ſcience. | then cf Preparation; 4 A 0 


4 & * 


LA. o 
LR, * 
* *% - 
. 7 > - 
LA = IF * 
- * 0 . * 
n _— Py 


ti 74 2. Pr-yer : Pour out your Hearts to God in 
1 Prayer for a Bleſſing on the Wa d, that you may 
1 Read cr Hear. O! lift vp a ry to God, and 
1 iay, O Lord, make this Word effectual to work 
= Faith in my Soul, Sc, Nr 
wh - 3. Farm Deere tre Fs Adele of mecti 4 
i Gy in the Nerd, and of his Bling in it: If We 
| 2 expect nothing from it, no Wonder if we receive 
bi vo hing, There is 4 Fultach of Bloc mm obo | 
4 Ceſpel, Röm. xv. 29. We, thould bring hungry 
© . thirſty Souls after God. the Living God, as 
£ Plal. IXiii, 1, 2, 3 and Ixxxivs 2. "God fillets * 
3 Hungry with good L hings, Luke i. 53 


_ 8 - Qt. x5" z EF 2 A Wl 
8 Secondly, Same Things are Concomitant 8 "Apts 4 


i. We muſt Read and Hoa it as the wad of 
God, and nit as the Word of Mar, 1 The. i li. 13. 
Adds x. 33. and we mult ee Gods Au- 


4 in it. 5 un 


ůꝗęꝛDD DDV — vy— . — — 
2 Co 


ny 
Receive it with Me neſs, opening our | 
Heard to it, and giving it 5 molt — Vers 75 


+ 1 


tainment, 7ames i 21. f 


' 3. With Love, Readineſs of Ml nd Glad- 
nels. of Heart, 2 They. ii, 10. 4 With 
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4. With Faith, giving Credit to it, believing it 
to be the Word of God, Heb. iv. 2. 
5. We mut be careful to remember it: See 
what great Streſs is laid upon our remembring, 
'1 Cor, xv. 2, Our Salvation hes upon it, F/. 
CX1X 11, Love the Word, ſor Love is the Act 


of Memory. ; 


6. Prayer muſt be added again for a Bleſſing. 


9 hirdly, Some Thiogs muſt be done afterward 
alſo. As, - le. 


1. Meditation upon what you have Heard and 
Read ; for want of this uſually all is loſt. I am 
perſuaded, this is one great Reaſon why moſt pro- 
fit ſo little by the Word, becauſe they make no 
Conſcience of Meditation ; they Hear and Read, 
but never think more on it afterwards : So Preach- 
ing, Hearing, Reading, and All loſt ; and Souls, 
and Heaven, and All lot. For God's Sake then, 
whoſeWord you Read and Hear, and for your own 
Souls Sake, if you are not willing they ſhould 
periſh for want of Faith, make Conſcience of 
Meditation on the Word, P/a/. i 2. and cxix. 97. 
If ever you would get Good by the Word, Me- 
ditate upon it. 6 #8 eee 5 þ 


2. Application fit: Take it Home to your- 

ſelves, Je v. 27. Let it fink down into jour 
Hearts, ſaith Chriſt: It muſt be an ingrafted 
Mord, you mult receive it into your Hearts, and 
not into your Heads only, 2 Cer: iv. 6. your 
Hearts muſt be joined to it, and mixed with it. 


| 3. Practice: 
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3. Practice: Yielding up ourſelves to the Go- 
vernment of it, making it the Standard and Rute 
of our whole Converiation. We muſt be Doers 
of the Word, and not Hearers only, li we decervue 
our dan Soul:, James i. 22. Matt vii, 22, 24. And 
in obſerving theſe Scripture-Rules here laid down, 
in the careful and conſcientious Uſe of God's Word © 
after this Manner, you may not doubt bur the 
Spirit of God will work with the Word of God, 
to make it effectual to work this moſt precious 
Grace of Faith in us, whereby to believe in God 
and in Chriſt, to the Conſolation and eternal Sal- 
vation of our Seuls : But if we neglect the Means 
God hath ordained to get Faith, and for want of 
it, die in our Sins, and periſh eternally, our De- 
ſtruction will be of ourſelves. 9 


* 
„ 


Direction III. 


Thirdly, Would we have Faith, let us engage 
our whole Souls in the deep and ſerious Conſide- 
ration of the Infinite, Unſpeakable, Unconceiv- 
able Love of God the Father in this, the bighett 
and fulleſt Demonſtration of it, in giving his 

Son, bis only begotten Son, to be a Sin- offering, 

a Sacrifice, a Ranſom for poor Sinners, and that 

for this very End and Purpoſe, That we poor 

Sinners migat believe in him, and by beheving, 

/ might not periſh, but have Eternal Life. I pray 
n read and ponder upon the following Texts, and 
N let your moſt ſerious Thoughts fix on them, and 
meditate on them, aiah Ini. throughout, John 
11.116, 17. Rem. wi. 25. and v. 8, 10. Prov. 


viii. 30. Cel, i. 12, 13. 2 Car. v. 19, 20, 21. 
| Dem. 


— Ä * 
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Rear. viii. 3, 32. with many other, which ſor 
Brevity ſake L cannot tranſcribe : If we can but © 
believe this wonderful Love of God the Father, . 
in giving his dear Son to be a Surety, a Sin-Offer- - 
ing, to lay all our Iniquities on him ; that He was 
pleaſed to bruiſe him, and put him to Grief for un 
and conſider and meditate upon the Heighth and! 
Depth, the Breadth and Length of this Immenſe, 
Incomprehenſible Love of God, in giving his 

Son, and that on Purpoſe, that we might believe 

in him, and by believing might have Eternal 
Life; I ſay, it will greatly help us to believe in 

his San, to accept of this his unſpeakable Gift, 

and to receive him as he is offered to us in the 

| Goſpel. 


Moreover, let us alſo conſider of, and deeply 
meditate upon the tranſcendent Love of the Son 
( of God himſelf; who, though he were the De- 
light of his Father, and lay in the Beſm of his 
Father, even then his Delights were with the Sons 
of Men *, then was his Heart full of Love to 
oor Sinners ; and his Love brought him down 
— Heaven to aſſume Human Nature, and to 
take upon him all the Sins of his People, to bear 
them on his Soul and Body, in the Garden, there 0 
Sweating great Drops of Blood, and on the Croſs, 
there pouring out his Heart-Blood, made a Curſe, 
. enduring the full Meaſure of the Wraith of God 
due for Sin, and became the Ranſom of Souls, 
Phil: ii. 6, 7, 8. Luke xxii. 44. Gal. ii. 20. 
He loved us, and gave himſelf for us: Loved us, 
and waſhed us from our Sins in his Blood, Rev. i. 6. 
| 1 Pet. i. 18. ii. 24. Gal. iii. 13. Tit. ii. 14. 


5 
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But 
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Prev. viii. 30, 31. 
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But while Lam ' writing ' theſe Things, es 
W-. _ © notbutSeorleeive an 45 gnation age int e 
_— and. beaftil9 wie! n fl fea with eme. 
. ro add Grief of Spitit, that Raving” read and 
1 dbe ard ſo af en of the ſur rpaſing Love of God the 
= Father. in giving bis Son; and ſo often of the 
3 U. n{peckabletT ove of Jeſus) and to be no mare 
| . affreted with it; no more ſenfible'of it ; to have 
my Aﬀttitons no more ſtirred and move. po 
more iquickehned and wafmed!? Alas, my dead 
ö Hart. my Aduminiine Heart! Lor, ſprickle it 
with that Blood; I ord; ſhed abroad that Lo f 
thine upon my Heart abundantly: by. the Holy 
Ghoſty Lord-Jelus, manifeſt thy Love to me, 
that | may love thee. I am aſhamed and pained 
for want of Love to God, 1 O] chat l 
could behieve thy J:ove'to my Soul. then cbuld 
not chuſe but love Thee. Lord, I believe, help 
my Undelief. The Confideratien of this Lehe 
of God, and of Chriſt, is a Means to work Paith ; 
try ous * muy you, and you wilt Sh i: ſo. 4 ME 


/ Direflian IV. —1 

. 4 22161 

Hue . ahh a bb Hiftorieal Faith 
you have, on the Do&rines, Promiſes, and Threat- 
nings -in-»the Goſpel, Which yon profeſs you do 
believe. Act the Paich you have on the Docttites 
of the Goſpel,” the Promiſes of Reſt for yoar 
Souls Pardon ſor your Sins, Life.and"Righteouſ- 
nch, Qraceiand Glory made!to'thole that believe 
in Cbriſt, and to rone elſe *. Believe and think 
Nen Heaven 1 is, that Sate of infinite Bleſiedneſs, 


R | | . In 


* vi. 37. vii. 37. * xi. 28, 29. 


af 


5 from G 


©. 


N in Hi 4 _— vx. E. 
. . and. enjoy ing tbe Bleſſed God to all 


14¹ 


+, gelieve what, . ite is, 
9 5 and, believe alſo what Hell is, 


Er 


e; Lakes of Fire and Brimſtope, ;Bverlaſtigg 
Wal the Wrath of God, Damnation; and fee 


aha pioſeſs that. believe all this ; ; then, believe alſo. 


; conſider ;it well, that peither is Heaven S.] 
8 Happincſs to be attai ed, nor HAI uns ſe: 


M:iery to be avoid „ but only by believing 
the Lord Jews iſt, Tabu ji ine viii, IS 
21 A bin | va Wi. d = 1 
, eee 


"F; 55. W auld” ou i have F aith 7 Fhen ſe Xx it 
$ligently ; Pray, © ray, for it as for your Lives, 
ta, God earts 


cry mightihy fqr it; pour out your 


t God. in Prayer, lor. it ; Pray contigually for 
be en With 


Faiths: pray: wut at cling: 
God, for it; 80 ALD Bay and Night. ht panting and 
S it. O. that Go would give me 


ith | > 10 Hus ally for i ;: cry, to Him, for 
e is the Author, as well 1 the Object of it, 
by Ni, 1,2 » Og Ch of God ; O ) pray 
for it. > a E. „ Nr 


3 Hindho, I. 
Laſly. Contder ſeriouſly, and ole if | aa won- 

derfi,l willing Gad is that you ſhould believe in 

Chriſt, as yOu have heard ; and W. moch he is 
lead wich thoſe that will not believe in him; 
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ling Jefos Chriſt 'himfelf” is; 
ſhould come to him, and ma oe: How 
ſweetly he calls them, how freely be offers Him- 
ſelf, ba All: He is, to them, be they N 
bad, never fo vile and wicked: Ho ! every one” 
that thirfitth, Haiah tv. i. They that have . 
Wortlinefs in them, nothing dut Sim and Mi-. 
Ol et your Hearts to che Confitiera- 
tion of the incomparable, anparz!}elled 3 4 
Jeſus, in uying that e Death of the Cros 
for Sinners: Conſider and meditate, hold your 
Hearts to it, until your Þ Hearts, be affected with his 
Love, his ow that paſſeth the Love of Women, 
Love paſſing Underitanding ; and conſider how 
well 1 4 rves, and how much be challengeth 
Frey Love] Confider once Again, what a moſt 
Perſon Jeſus is, Who is att lovely, 
Bris 7 75 of BU. Faber, Sh, in abe 
455. all Fullagſi f, and in whom is all Po 
in Heaven and 0 7. aud labour to affect 
Hearts wich his moſt adtmirable Excelleneies, 
then come unto him weary und heavy laden 


your Sins, willing to part wich them all: Give 


up your Whole 'Selves to Him, ive: Him y 
whole Hearts, and take Him for Head and Muſ- 


HAAR 
155 a. 8. Alſo r 
row e 


band, for your only Lord and. Saviour ; enter || 
actually 10 Covenant hh Him, « 097 


His, and His alone, and His for ever. 


Thus work out your Salvation and Conſoles ER: 


tion, by believing in Jeſus, in Mefſed, Alu- 


* * " 4 
hg 4 * * 4 _ a 


. ere 


at Jeſos, truſting to Him, and berrofti; 
wich Him, and the ond will Q in 
e and to db, Phil. H. 12, 1 

ns in Streng of the l 
not, but in the Ule of them, you Ay 
this Faith; which having, and a 
you hall find u. 10 be your Heart's Þ n, 
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* HE Great 4 2 Or. Day. of Fubadgns 2 

ln which we moſt make a General Ac- 
+8 c. of all our 5 before Almighty: G © 5. 4 

3 D. eered in Foor. Ser mont upon the XX th. Chap». ll 
ET de the Revelations, Plainly ſhewing the Happy's 
| 8 8 8 of the 97 4 „and the Woeful- Condition pf \ 
. 'CREA, Jabel Smith, late Miniſter of the 
ex, Author of. Davies -. 


4 1 . Bavid's epentance: : „ A Plain nd Bt - 
8 miar Expg fi. on the lſt. 7 1 firſt rtarbe, 
* } and now the Benefit > GOD 's Church. 
| a *Wherein every Chrigian may ſet before his Eyes - 
N the Batbern of 5 [ar Repentance, Nikewiſe ER. 1 
5 horting every to laboug for Repertance belate?.. 
Sickneſsand Death ſeize upòn them; for tht after-" 
D#ath there is no R:pentance:to be had or expagted., 7 - 3 
© 5 By Samael Smith, late Miniſter of the Wor * "#4 
. 5 Prittlewwel in Ejjex. Author of The Great. 81 2 
3. Come aud Wilcome to Je ſas Chriſt. Or 72 | 
Plain and Profitable Diſchur te 6h Jab VI. Ver. 3 
„Shewing the Cauft, Tub, und — alc of the \ 
* Coming of a Sinner ti Jeſ Criſt : * = his Happy - 
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Light ſetched ou of, the Temple at nad 
ket us more eaſilhinte the Ay. of pe a =] 
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5. The Bbrrem Fip- Thee 7 a 655 The Dum n and and J 
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